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a= Lec 2, 36-40 . Luke 2:36-40
t%i‘ Ho tré vé Galilé, vé qué hwong Nagiarét cua ho (Lc 2,39)

What a day it had been for Mary and Joseph!
They made the trip to Jerusalem to consecrate
their newborn son to God, fulfilling “all the
prescriptions of the law of the Lord” (Luke
2:39). In the Temple, two mysterious and
prophetic  figures approached. Simeon
proclaimed that the child Jesus was “a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your
people Israel” (2:32). And Anna “gave thanks
to God and spoke about the child to all who
were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem”
(2:38).

It was a lot for this humble faithful Jewish
couple to take in! And this was just weeks after
angels and shepherds had greeted their son’s
birth! So what did they do after this whirlwind?
They “returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth” (Luke 2:39).

Mary and Joseph had the weighty task of
raising the Son of God, a point driven home by
the words of Simeon and Anna in the Temple.
But instead of doing something dramatic, Mary
and Joseph brought the baby Jesus home and
devoted the next thirty years to showing him
how to live out the law of the Lord in the ups
and downs of everyday life. All because Jesus

Ngay hom d6 qua 1a mot ngay trong dai ddi voi
Maria va Giuse! Ho da dén Jerusalem dé dang
hién con trai mdi sinh cia minh cho Chua,
hoan thanh “moi diéu rin cua luat phap Chua”
(Lc 2,39). Trong Dén th, hai nhan vat bi an va
tién tri ¢a dén gan. Simeon tuyén bd rang hai
nhi Gié-su la “anh sang soi duong cho dan
ngoai, va la vinh quang cho dan Israel cua
Ngudi” (2,32). Va Anna “ta on Chiia va néi vé
hai nhi cho tat ca nhimg nguoi dang chd doi sy
ctru chugc Gié-ru-sa-lem” (2,38).

Do 1a mdt ganh nang 16n ddi véi cap vo chéng
Do Thai khiém nhuong va trung tin nay! Va
didu nay xay ra chi vai tuan sau khi cac thién
than va nhiing ngudi chin chién chio don sy
ra doi cta con trai ho! Vay ho da lam gi sau
con 16¢c d6? Ho “tré vé Ga-li-1é, vé thanh Na-
xa-rét cia minh” (Lc 2,39).

Maria va Giuse c6 nhiém vu niang né 1a nuoi
day Con Thién Chta, mot diém dugc nhan
manh boi 10i ctia Simeon va Anna trong Dén
tho. Nhung thay vi lam diéu gi d6 kich tinh,
Maria va Giuse dd dwa hai nhi Gié-su vé nha
va danh ba muoi nam tiép theo dé day Ngai
cach séng theo luat Chua trong nhiing thing
tram cua cudc song hang ngay. Tat ca 1a vi
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had come to immerse himself in our human
existence.

Chua Giésu da dén d¢ hoa minh vao su ton tai
cua con nguoi ching ta.
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Viéc Thanh Gia tro lai “cudc sdng binh
thuong” & Nazareth cho thay tim quan trong
ctia nhitng lya chon binh thudng, hing ngay
clia chung ta dé budc theo Chtia. D6 12 noi nén
tang cua duc tin ching ta dugc xay dung; do la
nhiing lva chon hinh thanh tinh yéu thuong
Chua va tha nhan trong long chung ta.

The Holy Family’s return to “normal life” in
Nazareth reveals the importance of our
ordinary, day-to-day choices to follow the
Lord. That’s where the foundation of our faith
is built; those are the choices that form love for
God and neighbor in our hearts.
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This isn’t just good advice for parents. It
applies to all of us, no matter our vocation,
occupation, or age. You might think you have
to do great things for the kingdom of God, and
maybe God is calling you to do great things!
But even for those great things, your
foundation will be formed by your faithfulness
to the smaller daily choices to “fear the Lord
and . . . walk in his ways” (Psalm 128:1).

That might mean fighting to protect your daily
prayer time or Scripture reading. It might mean
doing your work diligently or showing a little
extra kindness to someone who is hard to love.
So let’s imitate the Holy Family today by
embracing the strength and beauty of the
ordinary.

“Jesus, help me be faithful every day.”

Pay khong chi 1a 101 khuyén t6t cho cac bac
cha me. N6 ap dung cho tit ca chung ta, bat ké
nghé nghiép, cong viéc hay tudi tic. Ban c6 thé
nghi rang ban phai 1am nhiing viéc 16n lao cho
vuong qudc ciia Chiia, va c6 1& Chua dang kéu
goi ban lam nhiing viéc 16n lao! Nhung ngay
ca ddi vé6i nhitng viéc 10n lao d6, nén tang cia
ban s& dugc hinh thanh béi long trung thanh
ctia ban vé6i nhiing lya chon nho bé hing ngay
dé “kinh s¢ Chiia va. .. budc di trong dudng 16i
cua Ngai” (Tv 128,1).

Diéu d6 c6 thé co nghia 1a dau tranh dé bao vé
thoi gian ciu nguyén hang ngay hodc viéc doc
Kinh Thanh ciia ban. Diéu d6 c6 thé c6 nghia
la 1am viéc siéng nang hodc thé hién thém mot
chut long tét véi nguoi khé yéu thuong. Vi
vay, hdm nay ching ta hay noi guong Thanh
Gia bang céach trén trong strc manh va vé dep
ctia nhimg diéu binh di.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gifip con trung tin mdi
ngay.

. Nguon: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vii Bic Thanh, SDD.
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