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Mt 2,13-18 Matthew 2:13-18

Giuse lién trdi day, va dang dém, dwa Hai Nhi va me Nguoi tron sang Aicap (Mt 2,14)

Today we remember one of the most tragic
events recounted in the New Testament: the
death of so many innocent children at the hands
of King Herod. Enraged at the thought of a
king who might threaten his power, King
Herod ordered the massacre of all the boys
aged two and under who were living in and
around Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth.

It’s hard to imagine that any light or any good
could come out of such a dark tragedy. But
consider this: these children have the privilege
of being martyrs for Christ. Together with all
the saints and angels, they now stand before the
throne of God and gaze on his beauty
uninterrupted, interceding for us.

It’s also amazing to think how, even in those
most dire circumstances, God made sure that
Jesus, the real target of Herod’s rage, was
protected so that God’s plan of salvation could
continue to unfold. In a dream, Joseph heard
the unmistakable voice of an angel giving him
the instructions he needed to care for his
family: “Rise, take the child and his mother,
flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you”
(Matthew 2:13).

Our world is no stranger to tragedies like the
one we read about today. Children continue to
suffer martyrdom—many before they are
born—and we continue to grieve the loss of
their innocent lives. But even in those awful
circumstances, we can be assured that God is
with those who grieve, consoling them and

Hom nay ching ta tuéng nhd mot trong nhitng
su kién bi tham nhat duogc thuat lai trong Téan
Uéc: cai chét cua rat nhidu tré em vo toi dudi
tay vua Hé-rot. Noi gian vi nghi dén mét vi vua
c6 thé de doa quyén luc cua minh, vua Hé-rdt
da ra 1énh tan sat tit ca cac bé trai tir hai tudi
tr& xudng dang séng & Bé-lem va ving 1an can
vao thoi diém Chiia Giésu giang sinh.

That kho dé tuong tuong rang bat ky anh sang
hay diéu tt lanh nao c6 thé nay sinh tir mot bi
kich den t6i nhu vay. Nhung hay suy nghi diéu
nay: nhiing dua tré nay c6 dic an tr¢ thanh
nhitng ngudi tir dao vi Chua Kitd. Cling véi tat
ca cac thanh va thién than, gio day chung dimg
trudc ngai vang cua Thién Chua va chiém
nguong vé dep cua Ngai khong bi gian doan,
cau thay cho chiing ta.

That dang kinh ngac khi nghi rang, ngay ca
trong nhitng hoan canh t6i t¢ nhat d6, Thién
Chuia van bao dam rang Chua Giésu, muc tiéu
thuc su ctiia con thinh nd cia Hé-rdt, duge bao
vé dé ké hoach ctru rdi cia Ngai c6 thé tiép tuc
dugc thyc hién. Trong gidc mo, Giuse nghe
thiy giong noi rd rang ctia mot thién than
truyén dat cho 6ng nhing chi dan can thiét dé
cham soc gia dinh minh: “Hay ding day, dem
con tré va me Ngudi tron sang Ai Cép, va & d6
cho dén khi ta bao nguoi” (Mt 2,13).

Thé giéi cta chung ta khong xa la gi v6i nhiing
bi kich nhu cau chuyén chung ta doc hdm nay.
Tré em tiép tuc phai chiu tir dao—nhiéu em
tham chi con chua chao doi—va chung ta tiép
tuc dau budn trudc sy mat mat nhitng sinh
mang vo tdi cua cac em. Nhung ngay ca trong
nhiing hoan canh khing khiép d6, chiing ta c6
thé chic chin rang Chua & cing nhimng ngudi
dau budn, an i va vd vé ho. Ching ta c6 thé
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(‘ comforting them. We can be assured that he
continues to welcome into his embrace all
children who have suffered. And we can be
% assured these innogent chi!dren are interceding
&‘ for us. Just as he did for his Son, Jesus, God is

? also ensuring that his plans for the world
‘%‘ continue.
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@ We don’t know what the future holds. We
‘?‘ don’t know what joys await us or what sorrows
@ might be in store. But we do know the One who
? is already there waiting for us. He is faithful to
‘i comfort us when we grieve, and he will lead us
) « safely into his arms.
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“Lord, I trust in your faithfulness, even in the
midst of tragedy!”
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chic chan rang Ngai tiép tuc don nhan vao
vong tay yéu thuong cta Ngai tit ca nhiing tré
em da chiu dau khd. Va chung ta co thé chic
chin ring nhimg dta tré vo toi ndy dang cau
thay cho ching ta. Cling nhu Ngai da lam cho
Con trai Ngai, Chua Giésu, Chua ciing dang
bao dam rang ké hoach ctia Ngai danh cho thé
gidi s& tiép tuc.

Chung ta khong biét twong lai s& ra sao. Chung
ta khong biét niém vui nao dang chd doi chung
ta hay ndi budn nao c6 thé ap dén. Nhung
chung ta biét Pang da ¢ d6 cho doi chung ta.
Ngai ludn trung tin an ui chiing ta khi chiing ta
dau budn, va Ngai s& dan dat chung ta an toan
vao vong tay Ngai.

Lay Chta, con tin tudng vao sy trung tin cia
Chua, ngay ca gitra nhiing bi kich!

) a"ud
U
06" =

31

.‘\\(' ‘ S

9
g

>

.

tj‘(ﬁ

>

gy
>

5

gl ol o

@) =Ea@
-

(

o200 TR0 e e e T e

. Nguon: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vii Bic Thanh, SDD.
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