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$ L& Kinh Thanh Stephand, Ti dao diu tién K
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= Cv 6,8-10; 7,54-59 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 é’q
@‘ Ong... chim chii nhin Ién tréi (Cv 7,55) @
S =
%@ The epic confrontation between Stephen and | Cudc dbi dﬁl} gay can gitra Stéphand va %«
% the Sanhedrin that unfolds in Acts, chapters 6— | Thuong hoi dong dicn ra trong sach Cong vu %
X 7, seems like it’s made for the big screen. | cac Tong do chuong 6-7, duong nhu dugc dan %
® « Stephen is hauled before the Jewish council on | dung cho man anh rong. St€phand bi dua ra %‘
Q

= charges of blasphemy, and he has plenty to | trudc hdi dong Do Thai voi t6i danh pham é;”g%
@‘ say! He concludes a long and passionate | thugng, va 6ng da c6 rat nhicu diéu dé noi! 5(1 D(‘
=

? speech with a stinging indictment of those who Ong’ ké‘g thiic bai phat biéu dai va day nhiét Z

d R« closed themselves off to the risen Lord. Then, | huyét bang 161 bude tdi gay gat doi véi nhitng %%%(‘
) “infuriated,” the men “rushed upon him | ngudi dé khep kin long minh tru¢e Chia Phyc %
Q§ together” aqd s:toned him to death, making hi‘m Sinh. Sau d6, “ndi gién”, nhimg ngudi C}‘:}m ong %
- « the first Christian martyr (Acts 7:54, 57). Epic, | “xong vao 6ng” va ném da dén chét, bién ong Ly (‘
7= indeed! thanh vi Kito hitu tir dao ddu tién (Cv 7,54. 57). | o

hi (‘ Qua that 1a mot cau chuyén sur thi! 5[’1‘
LA ©

Vi

é%% But it wasn’t just this one climactic moment | Nhung khong chi khoanh khéc cao trao nay %

(‘ that defined Stephen’s faith. Rather, in | dinh hinh dtc tin cua Stéphand. Thay vao do, S (‘
g’%@ numerous situations beforehand, both ordinary | trong nhiéu tinh huong truéc do, cd binh g’%q
@ : « : p X : A A A “T11A 5 K
= si‘ and extraordinary, Stephen “looked up intently | thuong lan phi thuong, Stéphand “luén cham %g{i‘
?R to heaven” (Acts 7:55). He had cultivated the | cha nhin Ién tro1” (Cv 7,55). Ong dé ren luyén & =

(‘ habit of keeping his heart focused on the Lord, | théi quen gitr 1ong minh huong vé Chua, va %“
b and that enabled him to see Jesus in the faces | dieu d6 cho phép 6ng nhin thay Chua Giésu S
%« of those he served, in his fellow deacons, and | trong khuon mat cua nhirng ngudi 6ng phuc %«
9V (.

even in those who would kill him. vu, trong cac phé té ddng nghiép cua ong, va
K7 tham chi ca trong nhitng nguoi s& giét ong. ¢
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& Co6 1€ kho ma hinh dung minh 1a mét anh hung &
%« It’s probably hard to picture yourself as a | tam linh trong mot cau chuyén su thi. Nhung %%(‘
spiritual hero in an epic tale. But a heroic | mot cai chét anh hung, du kich tinh nhu cua %2&
death, even as dramatic as Stephen’s, is not the | Stéphand, ciing khong phai 1a toan bo ban chat %ﬁ
sum and substance of a person’s relationship | mdi quan hé ciia mot ngudi voi Chua Giésu. S (‘
with Jesus. Neither was Stephen’s heroism just | Sy anh hung cua Stéphan6 khong chi la két qua %
the result of his steely commitment to Christ. It | cua long trung thanh sat da voi Chua Kit6. Do ﬂ‘
was also the result of his making himself | con la két qua cta viéc 6ng ludn sin sang cho ?
available to the Spirit day in and day out. The | Chtia Thanh Than mdi ngay. Chua Thanh %%%(‘
Spirit who gave Stephen such single-minded | Than, Pang da ban cho Stéphand sy tap trung =
focus on the day of his death is the same Spirit | tuyét ddi vao ngay 6ng qua doi, ciing chinh 1a %
who moved him to acts of service and love all | Chtia Thanh Than di thuc dy 6ng thuc hién %
the other days—and it’s the same Spirit who is | nhitng hanh dong phuc vu va yéu thuong trong gg
at work in you! nhitng ngay khac — va doé ciing chinh 1a Chta gﬂ&

Thanh Than dang hoat dong trong ban! z
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% Co 18, giéng nhu Stéphand, trai tim ban da %
) &‘ Maybe, like Stephen, your heart was moved to | dugc thic day d€ phuc vu nguoi ngheo trong %‘
% serve the poor during Advent. Perhaps you felt | Mua Vong. Co6 1€ ban cam thay duoc thoi thuc c?%%
« prompted to pray for reconciliation between | cau nguyén cho su hoa giai gitra hai thanh vién ﬂ‘
?é two family members over the holidays. Or | trong gia dinh trong nhitng ngay 1. Hoic c6 18 ?
%%‘ maybe you felt a surge of love from the Lord | ban cam nhan dugc mot dong chay tinh yéu %«
% during Christmas Mass. Each of these—and so | thuong tur Chia trong Thanh Lé Giang Sinh. %
= many more—is a sign of the Spirit lifting your | M6i diu nay — va con nhiéu diéu khac nita — %
?ﬂ‘ eyes to heaven. Follow his lead, and let him do | 1a dau hiu cua Chua Thanh Than dang néng %
g even more in you and through you! do ta;m llon qban h‘u.ong le~:n trgl. H‘a.ty‘nm thj:o %?%%
@‘ su dan dat cia Ngai, va hay dé Ngai lam nhiéu ﬂ‘
? hon nita trong ban va qua ban! %
= =
) « “Holy Spirit, teach me how to stay focused on | Lay Chtia Thanh Thén, xin day con lam sao dé %
g;jR« Jesus! ludn tap trung vao Chua Giésu! %(‘
S S
7 7
&y &
?&S Mt 10, 17-22 Matthew 10:17-22 9
65(‘ Khong phai ciac con néi, ma la Thanh Linh cia Cha cac con no6i (Mt 10,20) %«
e O

é?’%@ St. Stephen may not have known at first how | Thanh Stéphand c6 1& luc dau khong biét phai @’%R
T ; . " , . 1~ s 1r e . A s i
(‘ to answer his detractors. But in today’s Gospel, | dap lai nhitng ké chi trich minh nhu thé nao. %g{i‘
= Jesus encourages his followers not to worry | Nhung trong bai Tin mung hém nay, Chua 8"’?
(‘ about what to say when they’re being | Gié-su khuyén khich cac mon dé dung lo lang %“
? persecuted because the Holy Spirit will speak | vé viéc phai noi gi khi bi bach hai vi Chua ?
% through them (Matthew 10:20). So Stephen | Thanh Than s€ noi qua ho (Mt 10,20). Vi vay, %
§$ relied on the Spirit, who gave him not only the | Stéphan6 da dua vao Chtia Thanh Than, Dang %

B courage to preach but also the grace to forgive | khong chi ban cho 6ng long can dam dé rao %
g (‘ the people who killed him (Acts 6:10; 7:60). | gidng ma con ban cho 6ng an sing dé tha thr %ij (‘
7 cho nhitng ngudi da giét ong (Cv 6,10; 7,60). z
%%« gng giet ong ( ) %(‘
%s& Chung ta biét cam gidc bi cing hong trong %2&

3ﬁ

We know what it’s like to feel tongue-tied in a | hoan canh kho khin 1a nhu thé ndo. Nhung %
tough situation. But God wants us to turn to his | Chtia muén ching ta huéng vé Chiia Thanh ° (‘
Spirit for help, just as Stephen did. We might | Than dé duoc giup da, giéng nhu Stéphand da %
think that because Stephen was a great saint, he | lam. Chung ta c6 thé nghi rang vi Stéphano 1a ﬂ‘
had special access to the Spirit. But that’s not | mét vi thanh vi dai, 6ng c6 su tiép can dac biét ?

the case. Through our baptism, we all have the | vdi Chta Thanh Than. Nhung khong phai vay. %%%(‘
same access to the Holy Spirit. He lives in us, | Qua phép rira toi, tat ca chung ta déu c6 cling ©
just as he lived in Stephen. The difference is | su tiép can v6i Chiia Thanh Than. Ngai séng %
that Stephen welcomed the Holy Spirit into his | trong chiing ta, gidng nhu Ngai da sng trong %
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7 circumstances. Stéphand. Su khac bi¢t la Stéphand da chao gg
don Chaa Thanh Than vao hoan canh cua | 5 «
minh. $€S~
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So how do we open ourselves to the Spirit? As
St. Paul told Timothy, we can “stir into flame”
his presence within us (2 Timothy 1:6). That
doesn’t necessarily mean praying long, drawn-
out prayers. It can be as simple as “Come, Holy
Spirit!” or “Holy Spirit, help me!” The Holy
Spirit is so close to us that even when we don’t
know what to ask for, he “intercedes with
inexpressible groanings” on our behalf
(Romans 8:26). We just have to try to be
aware, open, and expectant.

Such heartfelt prayers are perfect just before,
say, a tough meeting at work. Or prior to
delicate conversations with family members
you will see around the holidays. Or when
you’re trying to figure out how to share your
faith. You don’t even have to wait for a tense
situation—you can count on the Spirit to help
you whenever you are at a loss for words!

Vay lam thé nao dé chung ta m¢d 1ong minh ra
v6i Chtia Thanh Than? Nhu Thanh Phaold da
n6i v6i Ti-mo-thé, chung ta c6 thé “khoi day
ngon ltra” sy hi¢n di¢n cia Ngai trong long
chung ta (2Tm 1,6). Diéu d6 khong nhat thiét
c6 nghia 1a phai cau nguyén dai dong, 18 thé.
N6 c6 thé don gian nhu “Lay Chta Thanh
Than, xin hay dén!” hodc “Lay Chua Thanh
Than, xin giup con!” Chiia Thanh Than & rat
gan chung ta dén ndi ngay ca khi ching ta
khong biét phai cau xin diéu gi, Ngai van “cau
thay cho ching ta bang nhimg tiéng rén ri
khong thé dién ta duoc” (Rm 8,26). Chung ta
chi can c¢d gang tinh thirc, mé long va trong
doi.

Nhiing 10i cau nguyén chan thanh nhu vay rat
thich hop ngay trude mot cudc hop kho khan &
noi 1am viéc chang han. Hodc trudc nhitng
cudc tro chuyén té nhi voi cac thanh vién trong
gia dinh ma ban s& gap vao dip 1&. Hodc khi
ban dang cb gang tim cach chia sé duc tin cta
minh. Ban thdm chi khong can phai chd doi
mot tinh hudng cing thang—ban c6 thé tin cay
vao Chtia Thanh Than dé gitp d& ban bat cr
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khi nao ban khong biét noi gi!

Vs
&
God is with us. He lives in us. Let’s trust that %2&‘

Chua & cliing chiing ta. Ngai song trong ching

ey when we call on him, he will speak through us. | ta. Hay tin twong rang khi chiing ta ciu nguyén %
é:j (‘ v6i Ngai, Ngai s€ noi qua chiing ta. %iﬁ (‘

Lay Chaa Thanh Than, xin hiy dén va phan
qua con hom nay.

“Come, Holy Spirit, and speak through me
today.”
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. Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vi Buac Thanh, SDD.
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