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Le 1, 67-79 Luke 1:67-79

Cho Ving Péng tw chén cao voi viéng thim ta (Lc 1,78)

“When, exactly?” Joseph must have wondered
about the birth of their child. “How, exactly?”
Mary must have wondered as she reflected on
nine months marked by angels, dreams, and
babies somersaulting in the womb. How
strange that first Christmas Eve must have
been as they awaited the arrival of this
mysterious child. It must have held this strange
blend of certainty and unpredictability. One
thing was for sure: the baby would be coming
soon! Yet there were still many “when” and
“how” questions unanswered.

This mixture of certainty and uncertainty is a
good way for us to understand the way the Lord
often works. His love is the most reliable force
that exists. You can lean on it completely. But
you can’t always predict the way that God will
reveal that love. It’s like the coming of Christ
at Christmas. The Israelites knew that God
would fulfill his promise to send the Messiah,
but very few could foresee how he would do it.

Not even Joseph or Mary fully knew what lay
ahead of them and their baby as they journeyed
to Bethlehem. There were no manger or
shepherds yet. There were no wise men with
their gold, frankincense, and myrrh yet. There
were no prophecies from Simeon or Anna yet.
There were just the two of them with their
child, still hidden in the darkness of the womb.

Similarly, many of us are still uncertain and
waiting for whatever grace or blessing God has
for us this Christmas Eve. When, exactly, will
it come? How, exactly, will we recognize it?

“Chinh x4c 14 khi ndo?” Giuse han da tu héi vé
su ra doi ciia con minh. “Chinh xéc 14 bang
cach nao?” Maria han di tu hoi khi ba suy
ngim vé chin thang dwoc danh dau bang nhiing
thién than, nhitng gidc mo va nhiing dira bé
nhao 16n trong bung. Dém Giang Sinh dau tién
han di that ky la khi ho chd doi su xuét hién
ctia tré tho bi an nay. N6 han chia dung mot
su pha tron ky la gilta su chic chin va sy
khong thé doan trudc. Mot dicu chac chan la:
dtra bé s& sém chao doi! Tuy nhién, van con
nhiéu cdu hoi “khi nao” va “bang cach nio”
chua duogc giai dap.

Su pha tron giita chac chan va khong chic chan
nay 1a mot cach tot dé chung ta hiéu cach Chua
thuong hanh dong. Tinh yéu cua Ngai 1a stic
manh dang tin cdy nhét hién c6. Ban c6 thé
hoan toan dya vao né. Nhung ban khong thé
ludn luon dy doan dugc cach ma Chua sé bay
t6 tinh yéu d6. N6 gidng nhu sy giang 1am cia
Chua Kitd vao Giang Sinh. Déan Israel biét
rang Chua s& thuc hién 151 hira cuia Ngai 1a gt
Pang Mé-sia, nhung rat it nguoi c6 thé doan
trudc dugc Ngai sé 1am diéu d6 nhu thé nao.

Ngay ca Giuse hay Maria ciing khong hoan
toan biét diéu gi dang chd doi ho va dira con
ctia ho trén duong dén Bélem. Lic d6 chua co
mang co hay nhitng nguoi chan chién. Chua co
nhiing nha thong thai véi vang, nhii huong va
moc duoc. Chua c6 101 tién tri nao tir Si-mé-On
hay An-na. Chi c6 hai nguoi ho véi dira con,
van con an minh trong bong tdi cua tir cung.

Tuong tu, nhiéu ngudi trong ching ta van con
ban khodn va cho doi an sung hay phudc lanh
nao do6 ma Chua danh cho chung ta vao dém
Giang Sinh nay. Chinh xéc thi khi nao n6 sé
dén? Chinh xéc thi ching ta s& nhan ra né nhu
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Or will we recognize it at all? At the same time,
we are certain of some vital truths. The “dawn
from on high” has already broken upon us
through the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:78). Even
though we see signs of “darkness and the
shadow of death,” we know that Christ has
come and is at work in the world (1:79). We
also know that, at any moment, his light could
dispel the darkness that lingers in the world.

So we wait in hope. We know that God is
working in our lives. And we believe that he
will reveal his light even more brightly as
Christmas Day dawns tomorrow—in just the
right way.

“Jesus, I trust that you will reveal your light to
me whenever and however you choose!”

thé nao? Hay liéu ching ta c6 nhan ra né hay
khong? Pong thoi, ching ta chic chin vé mot
s6 chan 1y quan trong. “Anh sang binh minh tir
trén cao” da 16 dang trén chiing ta qua Chua
Thanh Than (Lc 1,78). Mic du chung ta thiy
nhimng dau hiéu cta “bong t6i va bong chét”,
chung ta biét rang Chua Kitd da dén va dang
hoat dong trong thé gidi (1,79). Ching ta ciing
biét rang, bat ctr lic ndo, anh sang cua Ngai
ciling c6 thé xua tan bong tdi dang bao trum thé
gioi.

Vi vay, chung ta cho doi trong hy vong. Chiing
ta biét rang Chtia dang hanh dong trong cudc
song ciia chung ta. Va chiing ta tin rang Ngai
s€ bay to anh sang cua Ngai ryc rd hon nita khi
ngiy Giang Sinh dén vao ngiy mai—theo
dung cach ma Ngai mong mudn.

Lay Chua Giésu, con tin tudng rang Chua s¢€ té
bay anh sang cta Chua cho con bat ctr khi nao
va bang bat cur cach nao Chia muon!

. Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vi Biac Thanh, SDD.
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