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Lc 21, 5-11 Luke 21:5-11

Khi cac ngwoi nghe vé chién tranh hay loan lac, thi dirng s¢ hai (Lc 21,9)

Jesus’ words about wars and famines can
sound like something out of today’s news. It
seems that no matter where you look, you can
find suffering and unrest. And you might worry
that we really are living in the end-times!

But Jesus was careful to tell his disciples, “Do
not be terrified” by signs that might seem like
predictions of the end (Luke 21:9). In fact, he
urges them, “When these signs begin to
happen, stand erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand” (21:28).
Jesus wants us to know that he, our great
Redeemer, is with us. He accompanies his
people in every age, no matter what is going on
in the world.

Doesn’t history bear this out? We have seen
ages before ours that suffered tragic
circumstances, some far worse than ours, and
still the end didn’t come. The signs of the end
will always be with us. In a sense, we have
been living in the end times ever since Jesus
ascended into heaven. He could come back at
any moment, and no matter how hard we try to
predict his coming, he will still catch us by
surprise.

So how can we be ready for an event that we
may not even live to see? The answer is as
simple today as it was two thousand years ago:
by staying close to the Lord. In his presence,
we will find the strength and hope to raise our
heads and stand upright, no matter what
disasters or wars or other catastrophes strike.

Loi Chiia Gié-su néi vé chién tranh va nan doi
nghe c6 vé gidng nhu nhitng tin tic thoi su
ngay nay. Duong nhu du nhin & dau, ban ciing
thiy dau kho va bat 6n. Va ban c6 thé lo ling
rang ching ta thuc sy dang séng trong thoi ky
cudi cung!

Nhung Chua Gié-su da can than din cac mon
dé rang: “Pumng so hii” trudc nhitng dau hiéu
¢6 vé nhu 13 10i tién tri vé& ngdy tan thé (Lc
21,9). That vay, Ngai khuyén ho: “Khi nhiing
dau hiéu Ay bét dau xay ra, hiy dung thang day
va ngang dau 1én, vi sy ctru chudc cac nguoi
da gan dén” (21,28). Chua Gié-su mudn chiing
ta biét rang Ngai, Pang Ctru Chudc vi dai cua
chung ta, dang & cung chung ta. Ngai dong
hanh cung dan Ngai trong moi thoi dai, bat ké
didu gi dang xay ra trén thé gidi.

Lich str chang phai da chimg minh diéu nay
sa0? Chung ta da thay nhiing thoi dai trudc day
phai chiu dung nhiing hoan canh bi tham, mat
sO con toi t& hon nhiéu so véi chung ta, nhung
ngdy tan thé van khong dén. Nhimg dau higu
clia ngdy tan thé s& ludn & bén ching ta. Theo
mot nghia nao d6, chiing ta da song trong thoi
ky cudi cing ké tir khi Chua Gié-su thing
thién. Ngai c6 thé trd lai bat cir liic ndo, va du
chung ta c6 c¢b gang du doan su tro lai ctia Ngai
dén dau, Ngai van s& khién chung ta bat ngo.

Vay lam sao chiing ta c6 thé san sang cho mot
su kién ma tham chi chung ta c6 thé khong
song dé ching kién? Cau tra 10i ngay nay ciing
don gian nhu hai nghin nim truéc: bang cach
luén & gﬁn Chua. Trong sy hién dién cua Ngai,
chung ta s& tim thdy strc manh va hy vong dé
ngéng cao dau va ding ving, bat ké tai hoa,
chién tranh hay tham hoa nao khac ap dén.
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He is always able to give us his peace. He
wants to teach us to walk in his ways in every
situation. He wants to fill our hearts with his
love. And he wants to make us holy vessels to
carry that love to the world around us. Close to
Jesus, we can trust that no matter what
happens, God is still in control; he is still with
us.

Today, proclaim your trust in the Lord: Jesus,
you are with me always, until the end of the age
(Matthew 28:20). As you do, your faith will
grow, and your worries will diminish. Then,
whether Jesus comes back today or in ten
thousand years, you will be ready to meet him
with open arms.

“Thank you, Jesus, for being with me. I trust in
you!”

Ngai luon ban cho chiung ta sy binh an cua
Ngai. Ngai mudn day chung ta budc di theo
duong 16i ctia Ngai trong moi hoan canh. Ngai
mubn 1ap day trai tim ching ta bang tinh yéu
ctia Ngai. Va Ngai mudn bién ching ta thanh
nhitng khi cu thanh dé mang tinh yéu d6 dén
thé gidi xung quanh. Gan giii v6i Chua Gié-su,
chung ta c6 thé tin twdng rang du chuyén gi xay
ra, Chiia vin dang nim quyén kiém soat; Ngai
van & cung chiing ta.

Ho6m nay, hiy tuyén xung niém tin ciia ban noi
Chua: "Chuaa Gié-su, Ngai ¢ cung con mai mai
cho dén tan cung thoi dai" (Mt 28,20). Khi ban
lam nhu vay, dtc tin cta ban s€ 16n manh, va
nhiing lo ling cua ban s& giam bét. Roi, du
Chuta Gié-su tré lai hom nay hay muoi ngan
nam nita, ban ciing s& sin sang don tiép Ngai
véi1 vong tay rong ma.

Lay Chua Gié-su, con cam on Chua vi da ¢ bén
con. Con tin cdy noi Chua!

) Nguon: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vii Bic Thanh, SDD.
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