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Ga 1, 6-8. 19-28
Ong la ai? (Ga 1,19)

John 1:6-8, 19-28

What an odd question! Surely the religious
leaders knew who John the Baptist was. But he
didn’t fit their mold. Son of the priest
Zechariah, John had left behind both the
priesthood and the Temple to spend years
fasting and praying in the desert. When he
emerged, his clothing and diet were eccentric,
his message, extreme: he called God’s people
to repent of their sins and be baptized to be
ready for the Messiah. He even rebuked King
Herod. It’s no wonder the leaders asked who
he was!

John, however, knew who he was and who he
wasn’t: “I am not the Christ,” he admitted
(John 1:20). Nor was he Elijah or “the Prophet”
(1:21). He was simply “the voice of one crying
out in the desert, ‘make straight the way of the
Lord’” (1:23). He knew that he wasn’t the
light, but he was called to testify to the light.
And that was enough for him. He simply
wanted everyone to believe in Jesus, the One
who was to come.

How did John come to understand who he was?
Perhaps it was his years alone with God in the
desert. Surely, he pondered the Scriptures.
Surely, he learned to discern the voice of God
and did not “quench the Spirit” (1
Thessalonians 5:19). Filled with the Spirit
from the womb, John followed God’s leading
and came to understand his plan of salvation:
Jesus was “the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

Do you know who you are? Let Jesus tell you.
He once proclaimed, “There has been none
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he”

Cau hoi that ky la! Chéc chan cac nha lanh dao
ton gido biét Gioan Tay gia la ai. Nhung ong
khong phu hop véi khuoén mau cua ho. La con
trai ctia thay té 18 Giacaria, Gioan da tir bo ca
chte tu té 1an Dén tho dé danh nhiéu nim &n
chay va ciu nguyén trong sa mac. Khi ong tro
lai, quén 40 va ché do an uéng cua ong rat lap
di, thong di€p cua ong thi cuc doan: 6ng kéu
go1 dan Chtia an nan tdi 16i va chiu phép rira dé
san sang don Pang Mé-sia. Ong tham chi con
qué trach vua Hé-rot. Chang trach cac nha lanh
dao héi 6ng 13 ai!

Tuy nhién, Gioan biét minh 12 ai va khong phai
la ai: “To61 khong phai 1a Bac Kitd,” ong thira
nhan (Ga 1,20). Ong ciing khong phai 13 E-lia
hay “vi tién tri” (1,21). Ong chi don gian la
“tiéng ctia ngudi kéu trong sa mac rang: ‘Hiy
don duong cho Chua!”” (1,23). Ong biét rang
minh khong phai 1a anh sdng, nhung 6ng dugc
kéu goi dé 1am chung vé anh sang. Va diéu do
1a du dbi voi ong. Ong chi don gian mudn moi
nguoi tin vao Chaa Giésu, Dang s& dén.

Lam sao Gioan hiéu dugc minh 1a ai? C6 18 d6
la nhitng ndm thang 6ng & mot minh v41 Chia
trong sa mac. Chic chin, ong dd suy ngam
Kinh Thanh. Chic chin, 6ng di hoc cach phan
biét tiéng Chua va khong “dap tat Chaa Thanh
Than” (1Tx 5,19). Pugc tran ddy Chaa Thanh
Than tir trong bung me, Gioan da vang theo sy
dan dat ctia Chiia va hiéu duoc ké hoach ctu
roi cia Ngai: Chtia Giésu 1a “Chién Con cua
Thién Chiia, Pang cat t6i 16i thé gian di” (Ga
1,29).

Ban c6 biét minh 13 ai khong? Hiy dé Chiia
Giésu néi cho ban biét. Ngai da ting tuyén bo:
“Chang ai 16n hon Gioan Ty gia; ma trong
Nudc Troi, ké nho nhit con 16n hon 6ng” (Mt
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(Matthew 11:11). That’s who you are! You are
more than the sum of your successes and
failures. You are a glorious creation, made in
God’s own image. You are beloved: redeemed
by the Son and chosen to be a child of God.
You are a dwelling place for God himself, a
temple of the Holy Spirit.

So rejoice this Gaudete Sunday—your Savior
is near! Let him remind you of who you are.

“Thank you, Jesus, for making me your own!”

11,11). D6 chinh 1a ban! Ban con hon cé tong
hop nhimng thanh cong va thét bai ciia minh.
Ban la mot tao vat vinh hién, duoc tao dung
theo hinh dnh cua Thién Chua. Ban dugc yéu
thuong: dugc Chua Con ctu chudc va duoc
chon lam con cai cua Thién Chua. Ban 1a noi ¢
ctia chinh Thién Chua, 14 dén thd cia Chia
Théanh Than.

Véy hay vui mung trong Chia Nhat Gaudete
nay — Bang Ciru The cta ban dang ¢ gan! Hay
dé Ngai nhac nhd ban vé con nguoi that clua
ban.

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam on Chua vi da nhan
con lam con cai cia Chua!

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Buc Thanh, SDD.
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