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Is 48, 17-19 Isaiah 48:17-19

Gia nhw ngwoi lru ¥ dén ménh Iénh cia Ta... (Is 48,18)

The art teacher watched proudly as her
students put the finishing touches on their
masterpieces. But amidst all the creativity and
beauty, she noticed that one easel remained
entirely blank. When he saw her examining the
canvas, the boy looked up sheepishly,
shrugged, and said, “Well, at least I didn’t do
anything wrong!”

How easy it can be to view God’s
commandments this way! We might feel
exhausted from trying to not do anything
“wrong.” But today’s first reading sheds light
on the blessing and grace embedded in the
commands of the Lord. Speaking to the Jews
languishing in exile in Babylon, God’s prophet
promises that “hearkening” to the commands
of the Lord is the true way of wisdom and
blessing (Isaiah 48:18). They are his wisdom
for how we can flourish and enjoy the
goodness of his creation.

Probably the most powerful illustration of this
truth is in Jesus’ own life and teachings. Think
about how often he tells us, “Blessed are you
when” statements compared to his “Don’t do
this” commands! And even when he gives a
“do not” command, it’s so that we can do the
right thing that will lead us to blessing.

For instance, the command “You shall not
commit adultery” is more than just a warning
against a damaging sin (Exodus 20:14). It
points us toward God’s vision for marriage as
a covenant of exclusive love that sustains a
couple, binds them closer to the Lord, and
deepens their love for each other over time. Or

Co6 giao day my thuat tuy hao nhin hoc sinh
hoan thién nhirng tac pham kiét xuat ctia minh.
Nhung giita tit ca sy sang tao va vé dep do, cd
nhan thiy mot gia v& van hoan toan tréng tron.
Khi thdy c6 dang xem xét birc tranh, ciu bé
ngude 1én nguong ngiing, nhin vai va néi: “it
nhat thi con ciing khong 1am gi sai!”

That dé dang dé nhin nhan cac diéu ran cua
Chua theo cach nay! Chung ta c¢6 thé cam thay
kiét sirc vi ¢b ging khong lam diéu gi “sai trai”.
Nhung bai doc thir nhat hom nay soi sang vé
phudc lanh va an sung an chira trong céc diéu
ran cua Chta. No6i voi nguoi Do Thai dang
song luu vong & Babylon, vi tién tri cia Chtia
hira rang “lang nghe” cac diéu ran ctia Chua 1a
con duong khon ngoan va phude lanh dich
thuc (Is 48,18). D6 1a sy khon ngoan cua Ngai
vé cach chiing ta c6 thé phat trién va tan huong
su tot lanh cia cong trinh sang tao clia Ngai.

C6 18 minh hoa manh mé& nhat cho chan Iy nay
nam trong chinh cudc doi va 1oi day cua Chiia
Giésu. Hay nghi xem Ngai thuong noi voi
chung ta nhitng cau “Phuc cho cac nguoi
khi...” so v61 nhitng ménh 1énh “Dung lam
didu nay” cua Ngai! Va ngay ca khi Ngai dua
ra ménh 1énh “khong duoc lam”, d6 la dé
ching ta c6 thé lam diéu dung din dan dén
phudce lanh.

Vi dy, ménh 1€nh “Nguoi chd pham tdi ngoai
tinh” khong chi 14 161 canh bao vé mot toi 16
tai hai (Xh 20,14). N6 huéng chiing ta dén tim
nhin ctia Chtia vé hon nhan nhu mét giao wéc
tinh yéu ddc nhat vo nhi, nang do madt cap vo
chdng, gin két ho chit ché hon v6i Chua va
lam sau sic thém tinh yéu cta ho danh cho
nhau theo thoi gian. Hodc ménh 1énh khong
dugc tham lam, khong dugc lam ching dbi,
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what about the command not to covet or not to
bear false witness or not to take the Lord’s
name in vain? Each of these, and all the other
commands, is meant to lead us into a life filled
with honesty, generosity, and reverence—a
fulfilling life that opens us to the love and
presence of the Lord.

God promises to “lead you on the way you
should go” because he wants you to live out his
joyful plan (Isaiah 48:17). So don’t leave the
canvas blank out of fear. Paint a masterpiece
with your life!

“Thank you, Father, for showing me the way to
life!”

hoic khong duogc 14y danh Chiia ma ndi bay?
M&i ménh 1énh nay, va tat ca cac ménh 1énh
khéc, déu nham dan chung ta dén mot cude
song tran ddy su trung thuc, rong luong va
kinh s¢ — mot cudc séng tron ven md long
chung ta don nhén tinh yéu va sy hién dién cua
Chua.

Chuia hira s& “dan dit cac nguoi trén con duong
cac nguoi nén di” boi vi Ngai mudn cac nguoi
song theo ké hoach vui ming cua Ngai (Is
48,17). Vi vay, dimg dé buc tranh tréng rdng
vi s¢ hai. Hay v& nén mot kiét tac béng cuoc
doi cua ban!

Lay Cha, con cam on Cha da chi cho con con
duong su song!

Mt 11, 16-19 Matthew 11:16-19

Nhurng sy khon ngoan dwoc chirng minh bang hanh dong (Mt 11,19)

Have you ever heard of “negativity bias”? It’s
a term that describes the way many of us view
the world and the events in our lives.
Psychologists have found that we tend to be
biased toward a negative rather than a positive
outlook. Bad news, for instance, tends to stick
with us longer and speak to us more loudly
than good news. It’s as if we are wearing dark
sunglasses that can make even the most
beautiful sunny day look gloomy and overcast.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls out the negativity
bias of some of his critics. With his parable
about children who do nothing but complain,
he says that the children of “this generation”
are similar (Matthew 11:16). They are trying to
dictate how Jesus and John the Baptist should
live and what they should look like. Instead of
finding joy in the good news both these men

Ban d bao gio nghe dén “khuynh hudng tiéu
cuc” chua? D6 1a mot thuat nglr mo ta cach
nhiéu ngudi trong chiing ta nhin thé gidi va cac
su kién trong cudc sdng ctia chiing ta. Cac nha
tam 1y hoc da phat hién ra ring ching ta c6 xu
huéng thién vé quan diém tiéu cyc hon 14 tich
cuc. Chfmg han, tin x4u ¢6 xu huéng deo bam
chung ta 1au hon va tac dong dén ching ta
nhiéu hon tin t6t. Nhu thé ching ta dang deo
mot chiée kinh rdm t6i mau c6 thé khién ngay
ca ngiy nang dep nhét ciing tré nén u 4m va
am dam.

Trong bai Tin Mung hom nay, Chuia Giésu chi
ra thanh kién tiéu cyc ciia mot s6 nguoi chi
trich Ngai. V&i du ngdén vé nhiing dira tré
khong lam gi khac ngoai phan nan, Ngai noi
rang con cai cia “thé hé nay” ciing tuwong tu
(Mt 11,16). Ho dang c6 géng ra lénh cho Chiia
Giésu va Gioan tiy gia phai song nhu thé nao
va ho phai trong nhu thé nao. Thay vi tim thdy
niém vui trude tin mimg ma ca hai ngudi nay
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were proclaiming, they passed harsh judgment
against them because they didn’t fit into the
traditional molds. These critics couldn’t take
off the dark glasses of their negativity bias and
see that God truly was working through Jesus
and John.

What was Jesus’ answer to such a negative
outlook? His “works” (Matthew 11:19). The
works that Jesus was performing should have
been enough to show them that the kingdom of
God was at hand. All his healings and his
miracles revealed that God had come to them
in love with the promise of forgiveness,
restoration, and freedom. A new era was
dawning, and those who looked past their
negativity bias could see the “wisdom” behind
everything Jesus was saying and doing.

This is what Advent calls us to do: remove the
sunglasses of our negativity and look for the
beautiful, positive evidence that Jesus, our
Redeemer, has come into this world to save us.
Just as light dispels darkness, the wisdom of
God’s love can lift the clouds of cynicism or
pessimism from our eyes.

The signs are all around you. They’re even
within your own heart! Today, ask the Holy
Spirit to help you see them, embrace the
wisdom and hope they bring, and let them
move you to rejoice.

“Come, Holy Spirit! Help me see your good
works more clearly today.”

dang cong bd, ho lai dua ra nhimg phan xét gay
git ddi voi ho vi ho khong pht hop véi khudn
mAu truyén thong. Nhitng nha phé binh nay
khong thé thao cdp kinh den thanh kién tiéu
cuc cua ho ra va théy rﬁng Thién Chua thuc su
dang hanh dong qua Chua Giésu va Gioan.

Chua Giésu tra 101 thé nao trudc quan diém tiéu
cuc nhu vay? “Céac cong vi¢c” cua Ngai (Mt
11,19). Nhitng cong viéc ma Chua Giésu dang
thuc hién 18 ra da da dé cho ho thay rang vuong
qudc cua Thién Chua di dén gin. Tat ca su
chira lanh va phép la ctia Ngai déu tiét 16 rang
Thién Chta di dén vdi ho trong tinh yéu véi
10i hta tha tha, phuc hdi va ty do. Mot ky
nguyén méi dang bat dau, va nhimng ngudi bo
qua thanh kién tiéu cuc cta ho co thé théy “sur
khon ngoan” dang sau moi diéu Chua Giésu
nodi va lam.

Pay 1a diéu ma Mua Vong kéu goi chung ta
1am: bé di tim kinh rdm tiéu cuc ctia chung ta
va tim kiém bang ching tich cuc, dep d& rang
Chuia Giésu, Pang Ctru Chudc ctia ching ta, da
dén thé gian nay dé ctru chiing ta. Gidng nhur
anh sang xua tan bong t6i, sy khon ngoan ctia
tinh yéu Thién Chtia c¢6 thé xua tan nhitng dam
mAy hoai nghi hay bi quan khoi mat chung ta.

Céc dau chi & xung quanh ban. Chung tham chi
con & trong tim hon ctia ban! Hom nay, hiy
cau xin Chua Thanh Than gitip ban nhin thay
chiing, d6n nhan su khon ngoan va hy vong ma
chung mang lai, va dé ching khién ban vui
mung.

Lay Chua Thanh Thén, xin hay dén! Xin gitp
con thay rd hon nhiing viéc tot cia Chua ngay
hom nay.

. Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vi Buac Thanh, SDD.
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