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Thir Bdy, 24-10-2026. Nam A
Tuan 29 Thwong Nién

Ep 4, 7-16 Ephesians 4:7-16

An siing dwgc ban cho méi ngwoi ching ta (Ep 4,7)

In today’s first reading, St. Paul tells us that
Jesus has given each of us special gifts—a
unique combination of particular skills and
abilities that he hasn’t given anyone else. How
do you react when you hear those words? You
might think, “Not me; I’'m not gifted.” Maybe
you don’t know how to discover your talents,
or you think it’s not humble to acknowledge
what you’re good at. But Jesus has been
equally generous in filling all of us with his
gifts—including you!

So what kinds of gifts are we talking about?
Paul describes many charisms: prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers (Ephesians
4:11). In another letter, he lists gifts of healing,
assistance, and administration (1 Corinthians
12:28). These gifts may seem beyond you. But
they get worked out in very practical ways.
You might have an outgoing personality and
find it easy to talk to people; that could make
you a good evangelist or encourager. Maybe
you love reading and study or are good at
explaining things; you could be a good teacher
or catechist. And if your heart goes out to those
who are suffering, even though you can’t
provide physical help, you might be a powerful
intercessor.

Notice that in the examples above, your gifts
are not just for yourself. Paul says that they are
“for building up the Body of Christ, until we
all attain to the unity of faith and knowledge of
the Son of God” (Ephesians 4:12-13). That
means the Lord has a role for you to play, and

Trong bai doc thi nhat hém nay, Thanh Phaold
ndi voi ching ta rang Chaa Giésu da ban cho
moi ngudi chdng ta nhitng an sung dic bist—
mot su két hop doc dao giita nhitng ki ning va
kha nang riéng biét ma Ngai khéng ban cho ai
khéc. Ban phan ting thé nao khi nghe nhiing 1oi
d6? Ban c6 thé nghi, “Khong phai toi; toi
khong c6 ning khiéu.” Cé 1& ban khong biét
lam thé nao dé kham pha tai nang ctia minh,
hoic ban nghi rang thira nhan nhitng gi minh
gioi la khong khiém nhuong. Nhung Chua
Giésu da rong lugng nhu nhau khi ban cho tat
ca chung ta nhitng an sung cua Ngai—bao gom
ca ban!

Vay chung ta dang noi vé nhing loai &n sung
nao? Phaold md ta nhiéu an sung: tién tri,
ngudi truyén gido, muc tir va gido vién (Ep
4,11). Trong mét buc thu khac, 6ng liét ké cac
an sung chira bénh, giap d& va quan ly (1Cr
12,28). Nhirng an sung nay co6 vé vuot qua kha
ning cua ban. Nhung chung dugc thé hién theo
nhitng céch rat thuc té. Ban c6 thé c6 tinh céch
huéng ngoai va dé dang néi chuyén véi moi
ngudi; didu do co thé khién ban tré thanh mot
ngudi truyén giao hoic nguoi khich 1¢ gioi. Co
I& ban thich doc va hoc tap hoac gioi giai thich
moi tha; Ban c6 thé la mot gido vién hoic
nguoi day gido ly gioi. Va néu trai tim ban
huéng vé nhiing ngudi dang dau kho, ngay ca
khi ban khong thé giup d& vé mit vat chat, ban
van c6 thé 1a mot ngudi cau bau manh mé.

Hay luu y rang trong nhitng vi du trén, nhitng
an sung cua ban khong chi danh cho riéng ban.
Thanh Phaold néi rang ching 1a “dé xay dung
Than Thé Chua Kito, cho dén khi tat ca ching
ta dat dén su hiép nhat trong dirc tin va sy hiéu
biét vé Con Thién Chua” (Ep 4,12-13). Didu
do6 cb nghia la Chiia ¢6 moét vai tro danh cho
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he has given you specific talents to help you do
it. It also means that the body of Christ
wouldn’t be the same without you!

God has called you and enabled you to make a
real contribution to his Church. He has poured
out grace and equipped you for a mission that
will build up your brothers and sisters in
Christ. You are a gift to the Church, and God
delights in seeing you exercise the abilities
he’s given you.

“Thank you, Lord, for the gifts you have given

2

me.

ban, va Ngai da ban cho ban nhirng tai nang cu
thé dé gilp ban thuc hién didu d6. Dicu d6
cling c6 nghia 1a Than Thé Chula Kitd s& khdng
thé nhu vay néu thiéu ban!

Chua da kéu goi ban va cho phép ban dong gop
thuc su cho Giao Hoi ciia Ngai. Ngai da ban an
sung va trang bi cho ban mét st ménh sé xay
dung anh chi em cta ban trong Chia Kitd. Ban
& mot mén qua cho Gidao Hoi, va Chua vui
mung khi thdy ban st dung nhiing kha ning
ma Ngai da ban cho ban.

Lay Chua, con cam ta Chla vi nhitng an stng
Chua da ban cho con.

Lc 13, 1-9 Luke 13:1-9

Xin cir dé no lai nim nay nira. Toi S& vun X6i

sang nam no c6 trai (Lc 13,8-9)

chung quanh, va bén phéan cho n6.9 May ra

Productivity is highly prized in our society.
How quickly and efficiently a person meets
certain goals is a measure of how valuable they
are. In a similar way, we want tangible results
for any effort we put forth. If we don’t get
those results, we move on to something else.

Thank God that Jesus does not take this
approach with us! He wants us to bear good
fruit, but he doesn’t cut us down when our
efforts seem unproductive. Instead, he draws
closer to us. Like the patient gardener in
today’s Gospel, he seeks to cultivate us, not
uproot us. He tenderly cares for us, fertilizes
our lives with his life-giving Spirit, and prunes
away any “branches,” or areas, that may be
diseased by our sins.

Ning suat duoc danh gia rat cao trong xa hoi
cua ching ta. Téc do va hiéu qua ma mot
ngudi dat dwoc cac muc tiéu nhat dinh 13 thudc
do gia tri cta ho. Tuong tu nhu vay, chldng ta
mudn ¢ két qua hitu hinh cho bat ky nd luc
nao ma chdng ta bo ra. Néu khong dat dugc
nhitng két qua do, ching ta s& chuyén sang
viéc khac.

Cam on Chua vi Chua Giésu khong ap dung
céch tiép can nay véi ching ta! Ngai mudn
ching ta sinh hoa trai tot, nhung Ngai khong
cat bo chung ta khi nhitng nd luc cua ching ta
c6 vé khong hiéu qua. Thay vao dé, Ngai dén
gan chung ta hon. Gidng nhu ngudi lam vuon
kién nhan trong Tin mung hom nay, Ngai tim
céch vun trong ching ta chir khdng nhé tan gc
chdng ta. Ngai diu dang cham soc chung ta,
bon phan cho cudc séng ching ta bang Théanh
Linh ban sy séng cia Ngai va cit tia bat ky
"nhanh" hay khu vuc ndo cé thé bi bénh do toi
16i cua ching ta.

Nghe c6 vé rat hap din, phai khong? Ai lai
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This sounds awfully attractive, doesn’t it? Who
wouldn’t love to have Jesus as their own
personal cultivator? So how do we receive his
tender, loving care? By drawing close to him
even as he draws close to us. We do that by
opening our hearts to him each day in prayer so
that we can experience his love. We do it by
pondering his word in Scripture and
welcoming the grace of his sacraments as
fertilizer that will help us grow in holiness.
And we do it by examining our hearts each day
and repenting of any sins we detect so that, in
his mercy, he can prune us.

Jesus knows that this can take time, but he is
patient. He’s willing to work with us day after
day because he is confident that we will
flourish under his care.

Today, sit quietly before Jesus, the patient
Gardener, and give him permission to do the
work that will help you bear fruit. Ask him for
a Scripture passage that will feed you
throughout the day. Let him show you a wound
that needs his healing touch or a sinful habit
that needs to be trimmed away. Spending this
time with Jesus may be one of the most
productive things you do all day!

“Jesus, cultivate my heart so that I can bear
good fruit in due season.”

khéng mudn c6 Chlia Giésu 1a ngudi vun trong
ca4 nhan cia minh cht? Vay 1am thé nao dé
ching ta nhan dugc su cham soc diu dang, yéu
thuong cua Ngai? Bang cach dén gan Ngai
ngay ca khi Ngai dén gan ching ta. Ching ta
lam diéu d6 bang cach mé 1ong minh véi Ngai
mdi ngay trong loi cau nguyén dé ching ta co
thé cam nghiém tinh yéu cia Ngai. Ching ta
lam diéu d6 bang cach suy gam loi Ngai trong
Kinh thanh va d6n nhan &n sung cua cac bi tich
cua Ngai nhu 1a phan bon gitip chiing ta truong
thanh trong su thanh thién. Va ching ta lam
didu d6 bang cach xét minh mdi ngay va an
nan moi t6i 16i ma ching ta phat hién ra dé
Ngai c6 thé cit tia chung ta trong long thuong
X0t cua Ngai.

Chua Giésu biét rang diéu nay c6 thé mat thoi
gian, nhung Ngai rat kién nhan. Ngai sin sang
lam viéc vai ching ta ngay nay qua ngay khac
vi Ngai tin rang ching ta s& phét trién duéi su
cham soc cua Ngai.

Hom nay, hay ngoi yén ling truéc Chia Giésu,
Ngudi Lam Vuon kién nhan, va cho phép Ngai
lam cong viéc gilp ban dom hoa két trai. Hay
cau xin Ngai cho mot doan Kinh thanh s& nudi
dudng ban trong sudt ca ngay. Hay dé Ngai chi
cho ban mot vét thuong can duoc Ngai chira
lanh hoac mét théi quen toi 16i can duogc cit
bo. Danh thoi gian nay voi Chla Giésu co thé
la mét trong nhiing viéc hiéu qua nhat ma ban
lam trong ca ngay!

Lay Chla Giésu, xin vun xéi tdm hon con dé
con c6 thé dom hoa két trai ding mua.

; Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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