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Thir Nam, 22-10-2026. Nam A
Tuan 29 Thwong Nién

Lc 12, 49-53 Luke 12:49-53

Céc nguwoi nghi Ta dén dé dem binh an cho trai dit sao? (Lc 12,51)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that
he has come not to bring peace on earth but
division, even within families (Luke 12:51).
This might sound shocking and harsh and hard
to reconcile with other things Scripture says
about him. Division, not peace? Isn’t Jesus the
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6; Luke 2:14)?

Yes, Jesus’ gospel is indeed an invitation to
peace with God and one another. But his
gospel of peace is a call to be a disciple, to be
with him and become like him. We can't coerce
or force someone into this relationship. They
can only enter it freely, by faith. Jesus calls
each of us to make a choice, and that choice,
ironically, may at times result in division.

Jesus’ declaration is actually an expression of
his love and care for his disciples. He knows
what lies ahead for them, and he wants them—
and us—to know that choosing to follow him
will sometimes put us at odds with the people
we love most. He warns us so that we can be
prepared, allow God to purify our own hearts,
and respond to their indifference or even
hostility as he did: with patience, love, and
prayer.

Our closest relationships can bring us the
greatest joy but also the greatest pain. When
our family members or friends misunderstand
us, oppose us, or dismiss us because of our

Trong bai Tin ming hém nay, Chua Giésu noi
V6i cac mon dé ring Ngai dén khong phai dé
mang lai hda binh an cho thé gian ma la su
chia rg, ngay ca trong gia dinh (Lc 12,51). Biéu
nay nghe c6 vé gay sbc, khac nghiét va kho
dung hoa véi nhitng diéu khac ma Kinh Thanh
n6i vé Ngai. Chia ré chi khdng phai binh an?
Chang phai Chla Giésu la Hoang tir Hoa binh
sao (Is 9,6; Lc 2,14)?

bung vay, Tin mung cua Chia Giésu qua that
1a 16i mdi goi dén sy binh an véi Thién Chua
va v6i nhau. Nhung Tin mung hoa binh cua
Ngai la loi kéu goi tro thanh mén dé, & bén
Ngai va tro nén giong Ngai. Ching ta khong
thé ép budc hay cudng ché ai d6 vao mdi quan
hé nay. Ho chi c6 thé budc vao dé mot cach tu
nguyén, bang duc tin. Chlia Giésu kéu goi mdi
nguoi ching ta dua ra mot sy lua chon, va su
lya chon do, trg tréu thay, d6i khi c6 thé dan
dén su chia ré.

Loi tuyén bb cua Chia Giésu thyc chat 1a mot
biéu hién cua tinh yéu thuong va sy quan tam
ciia Ngai danh cho cdc mon dé. Ngai biét diéu
gi dang cho doi ho & phia truéc, va Ngai mudn
ho — va chlng ta — biét rang viéc chon theo
Ngai doi khi s& khién ching ta bat hoa véi
nhitng ngudi ma ching ta yéu thuong nhat.
Ngai canh bao ching ta dé ching ta c6 thé
chuan bi, cho phép Chia thanh tay tim long
minh, va dap lai su tho o hoac tham chi thu
dich cua ho nhu Ngai di lam: bang sy kién
nhan, tinh yéu thwong va 15i cau nguyén.

Nhitng méi quan hé than thiét nhit c6 thé
mang lai cho chiing ta niém vui 16n nhat nhung
ciing 14 ndi dau 16n nhat. Khi cac thanh vién
trong gia dinh hoac ban bé hiéu lam ching ta,
phan ddi ching ta, hoic coi thuong ching ta vi
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faith, we can face the temptation to lash out
and “give as good as we get.” Jesus knows
what that opposition feels like because he
faced it himself (Mark 3:21). And so he
exhorts us to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9)
and to serve, love, and especially forgive
(18:21-22).

If years pass and we don’t see our loved ones
opening their hearts to the Lord, we may feel
tempted to give up. But Jesus urges us to pray
without ceasing. He wants us to trust that his
word can—perhaps after a long time and
without our knowledge—accomplish its
purpose in any human heart, as it did for the
“good thief” crucified beside Jesus (Luke
23:39-45).

Let’s embrace Jesus’ hard but merciful
message today. Let’s ask the Lord to show us
any “divided” relationships that are in need of
his grace. And let’s treat our loved ones with
patience, prayer, and forgiveness, as our Prince
of Peace has done for us.

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.”

duc tin cua ching ta, ching ta c6 thé doi mat
Vv6i cam dd mudn ndi gian va “dap tra lai nhu
nhitng gi minh nhan dugc”. Chla Giésu biét
cam giac bi phan dbi nhu thé nao vi chinh Ngai
da trai qua diéu d6 (Mc 3,21). Vi vay, Ngai
khuyén ching ta hay la nguoi hoa giai (Mt 5,9)
va phuc vu, yéu thuong, va dac biét la tha tha
(18,21-22).

Néu nhiéu nam tréi qua ma chung ta khong
thiy nhitng nguoi than yéu cua minh mé long
v6i Cha, ching ta c6 thé cam thiy bi cam d
muén boé cudc. Nhung Chla Giésu khuyén
ching ta hdy cau nguyén khong ngimng. Ngai
muén ching ta tin twong rang loi Ngai co
thé—co 1& sau mot thoi gian dai va ngoai su
hiéu biét caa ching ta—hoan thanh muc dich
cua nd trong bat ky tim long ndo, nhu di lam
cho “tén trom lanh” bi dong dinh bén canh
Chua Giésu (Lc 23,39-45).

Hom nay, ching ta hdy dén nhan thong di¢p
kho khin nhung day long thuong x6t cua Chla
Giésu. Ching ta hdy cau xin Chuda chi cho
chang ta nhitng mdi quan hé “chia r&” nao can
dén an sing caa Ngai. Va chung ta hiy doi xir
vé6i nhitng nguoi than yéu cia minh bang sy
kién nhan, cau nguyén va tha tha, nhu Hoang
tir Binh an cua ching ta da lam cho chung ta.

Lay Cha, xin hdy bién con thanh khi cu cua
su binh an cua Chua.

i Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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