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Thir Sau, 20-11-2026. Nam A
Tuan 33 Thwong Nién

Lc 19, 45-48 Luke 19:45-48

T4t ca moi ngudi chi tdm nghe 1o Nguoi (Lc 19,48)

In today’s Gospel, we see two very different
responses to Jesus. “The people,” the everyday,
ordinary worshippers at the Temple, are
“hanging” onto his every word (Luke 19:48).
But “the chief priests, the scribes, and the
leaders” were looking for a way “to put him to
death” (19:47).

It may sound odd at first, but one way to think
of the difference between these two responses
is to compare them to Velcro. Velcro is
comprised of two pieces of fabric—one
covered in hundreds of tiny hooks and the
other in soft loops. When the two pieces are
pressed together, the hooks on one piece catch
hold of the loops on the other piece. Each
hook-and-loop  connection may  seem
insignificant, but together they form a bond
that is surprisingly strong.

And so it was for the people who clung to
Jesus. They were able to hold onto him
because the many small “hooks” of their lives
had already connected to the “loops” God had
provided in his Law. It wasn’t just one grand
event but their routine of daily prayers, their
obedience to his commands, and their
persistent trust in the Lord that had fastened
them securely to him. So when Jesus appeared,
they could cling to him because they had
already been connected to him through their
humble faithful observance of his laws.

By contrast, these leaders had not fastened
themselves to the Lord. Even though they
sought to observe the Law, they became caught
up with human approval and self-aggrandizing
actions, the very things that Jesus avoided and
preached against. As a consequence, they

Trong bai Tin ming hém nay, ching ta thiy
hai phan ung rit khac nhau dbi véi Chua
Giésu. “Dan chung,” nhitng ngudi thd phuong
binh thudng tai Bén thd, “chu tdm” 1ang nghe
tung loi Ngai néi (Lc 19,48). Nhung “céc thay
té 18 thuong pham, cac kinh su va céc lanh
dao” thi tim cach “giét Ngai” (19,47).

Ban dau c6 thé nghe c6 vé ky la, nhung mot
cach dé hiéu su khéc biét giita hai phan ting
nay la so sanh chdng véi khéa dan Velcro.
Khoa dan Velcro gdm hai manh vai—mot
manh c6 hang tram moc nho li ti va manh kia
c6 nhitng vong mém. Khi hai manh duoc ép
vao nhau, c&c moc trén manh nay sé bam vao
cac vong trén manh kia. M&i méi néi méc va
vong c6 vé khong dang ké, nhung khi két hop
lai, chiing tao thanh mot lién két manh mé& dén
bat ngo.

Va ciing vay ddi vé6i nhitng ngudi bam chit lay
Chua Giésu. Ho c6 thé bam liy Ngai boi vi
nhiéu “moéc” nho bé trong cudc séng cua ho da
két ndi véi nhitng “vong” ma Thién Chla da
cung cap trong Luat caa Ngai. Khong chi mot
su kién trong dai nao do, ma chinh thoi quen
cau nguyén hang ngay, su vang phuc cac diéu
ran ctia Ngai, va 1ong tin cay bén bi noi Chua
da gan két ho viing chac vai Ngai. Vi vay, khi
Chta Giésu hién ra, ho c6 thé bam chat vao
Ngai boi vi ho da duoc két ndi véi Ngai théng
qua su khiém nhuong va trung thanh tuan gitr
luat phap cua Ngai.

Nguoc lai, nhitng ngudi 1anh dao nay da khong
gan b6 véi Chia. Mac du ho tim cach tuan g
Luat phap, nhung ho lai bi cuén vao sy chap
thuan cia con nguoi va nhitng hanh dong tu
tén vinh ban than, chinh nhitng diéu ma Chua
Giésu I4n tranh va lén &n. Két qua 13, ho tro
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became attached to wearing the “long robes” of
their office and the “places of honor at
banquets” (Luke 20:46). So they could not
recognize Jesus when he came to them.

Imagine how strong our attachment to Jesus
would be if the small “hooks” of our daily
choices consistently met the “loops” of his
will! A life firmly fastened to Christ is not built
only by occasional acts of devotion. It is
formed by persistently turning to him: in
prayer, in acts of service, and in humble
obedience. It’s through the accumulation of
these small daily choices that we can forge a
secure living bond with the Lord.

“Jesus, help me cling to you with all of my
thoughts, choices, and actions today.”

nén gan b6 vai viéc mic “4o choang dai” cua
chtc vu va “nhitng chd danh dy trong cac bira
tiec” (Lc 20,46). Vi vay, ho khong thé nhan ra
Chua Giésu khi Ngai dén véi ho.

Hiy tudng twong sy gan bo cua ching ta véi
ChlGa Giésu s& manh m& dén muc nao néu
nhitng “moéc cau” nho bé cua nhitng lua chon
hing ngay caa ching ta luén ludn gip g&
“yong xoay” ¥ mudn cua Ngai! Mot doi song
gan bo chat ch& véi Chua Kitd khong chi dugc
xay dung bang nhing hanh dong sung kinh
nhét thoi. N6 dugc hinh thanh bang cach kién
tri huéng vé Ngai: trong cau nguyén, trong cac
hanh dong phuc vu va trong su vang phuc
khiém nhuong. Chinh nho sy tich lay nhitng
lya chon nho nhit hiang ngay nay ma ching ta
c6 thé xay dung méi lién hé song dong viing
chic véi Chua.

Lay Chda Giésu, xin gilp con bam chat vao
Chua trong moi suy nghi, lya chon va hanh
doéng cua con hém nay.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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