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Thir Nam, 12-11-2026. Nam A
Tuan 32 Thwong Nién

L& Nhé Thanh Josaphat, Giam muc, Tir dao

Lc 17, 20-25 Luke 17:20-25

Sw dén ciia Vwong quéc Thién Chaa khong thé quan sat dwoc (Lc 17,20)

Imagine how puzzling Jesus’ words must have
been to the Pharisees who asked him when the
kingdom of God would arrive. After all,
whoever heard of a kingdom whose coming
could not be “observed” (Luke 17:20)?
Normally, we would equate the beginning of a
new regime—Ilike the crowning of a new
king—with great fanfare and an elaborate
ceremony. It would be very hard not to notice
such an event!

Add to this the fact that for many in lIsrael, the
idea of a new kingdom meant the arrival of a
promised Messiah who would expel the
Romans and usher in an era of peace and
prosperity for the land.

But Jesus didn’t overthrow the Romans. On the
contrary, he taught his disciples to love their
enemies and to turn the other cheek (Luke
6:27, 29). He predicted that before his kingdom
came in all its glory and majesty, he would
have to “suffer greatly and be rejected”
(17:25). And he said he wouldn’t bring an end
to conflicts, divisions, and suffering in the
world—his followers would still experience
suffering and division, this time because of
their allegiance to him (Matthew 10:34-36).

So what was this kingdom, and when would it
come? The simple answer was that it was
already present among them—it was wherever
Jesus was present and welcomed! His kingdom
is not about power or material comfort but

Hay tuong tuong nhiing loi cia Chaa Giésu da
gay kho hiéu nhu thé ndo cho nhiing nguoi
Pha-ri-séu khi ho hoi Ngai khi nao Nudc Thién
Chua s& dén. R4t cudc, ai lai nghe ndi vé mot
vuong qudc ma sy dén cua né khong thé “quan
sat duogc” (Lc 17,20)? Thong thuong, ching ta
s& lién twong su khoi dau cua mot ché do
méi—giéng nhu 18 dang quang ctia mot vi vua
M&i—Vai sy phd truong ram ro va mot nghi 18
long trong. That kho ma khong chii y dén mot
su kién nhu vay!

Thém vao d6, ddi véi nhiéu nguoi o Israel, y
tuong vé mot vuong qudc méi cd nghia 1a sy
xuat hién cua Pang Mésia di dugc hua hen,
ngudi s& danh dudi nguoi La MA va mo ra mot
ky nguyén hoa binh va thinh vuong cho dat
nuac.

Nhung Chtia Giésu di khong 1at d6 ngudi La
Ma. Nguoc lai, Ngai day cac moéon dé yéu
thuong ké thu va dua ma kia ra (Lc 6,27. 29).
Ngai da tién tri rang trude khi vuong quéc cia
Ngai dén trong tat ca vinh quang va uy nghi
cua nd, Ngai s& phai “chiu nhiéu dau kho va bi
chéi bo” (17,25). Va Ngai phan rang Ngai s&
khéng cham dut xung dot, chia ré va dau kho
trén thé gian—nhiing nguoi theo Ngai van sé
trai nghiém dau kho va chia rg, 1an nay la vi
long trung thanh cua ho vai Ngai (Mt 10,34-
36).

Vay vuong qudc nay 1a gi, va khi nao no s&
dén? Cau tra 1oi don gian 1a nd da hién dién
gitta ho r6i—nd & bat cir noi nao Chia Giésu
hién dién va duoc chao dén! Vuong qudc cua
Ngai khdng phai 1a vé quyén lyc hay sy thoai
mai vat chat ma 1a “su cdng chinh, binh an va
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“righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit” (Romans 14:17). It’s about lives
changed and hearts reconciled to God. We
don’t need to wait for the end of all conflict.
The kingdom of God is already present among
us and within us (Luke 17:21).

Jesus has said that his kingdom ‘“does not
belong to this world” (John 18:36). But that
doesn’t mean it doesn’t belong in this world.
Just as the kingdom was wherever Jesus was,
it’s present today in every disciple who lives
according to his ways. You are one of those
disciples. You carry the kingdom within you
because you carry Christ in you. That means
people can encounter the kingdom through
you. Through you they can experience how
blessed and grace-filled and hopeful a life of
discipleship can be. So how will you live as an
ambassador of God’s kingdom today?

“Jesus, my King, help me to extend your
reign!”

vui mung trong Chia Thanh Than” (Rm
14,17). B6 1a vé nhiing cudc doi duoc bién doi
va nhitng tam 10ong duoc hoda giai voi Thién
Chua. Ching ta khong can phai chd doi su két
thic cua moi xung dot. Vuong qudc cua Thién
Chaa da hién dién gitra ching ta va trong
ching ta (Lc 17,21).

Chuia Giésu di phan rang vuong qudc cua Ngai
“khong thudc vé& thé gian nay” (Ga 18,36).
Nhung diéu d6 khong cé nghia 13 né khong
thuoc vé thé gian nay. Ciing nhu vuong quéc
di & bat ctr noi nao Chua Giésu hién dién, n6
hién dién ngay nay trong mdi moén dé song
theo duong 16i cua Ngai. Ban 1a mot trong
nhitng mon dé d6. Ban mang vuong qudc cua
Chua trong long vi ban mang Chda Kité trong
minh. Piéu d6 co nghia 1a moi ngudi co the
gap g& vuong quéc cua Chla qua ban. Qua
ban, ho c6 thé trai nghiém cudc séng moén dé
tran day phudc lanh, &n sang va hy vong nhu
thé nao. Vay hdm nay ban s& song nhu mot s
gia cua vuong qudc Chua nhu thé nao?

Lay Chda Giésu, Vua cua con, xin gilp con
ma& rong vueong quoc cia Chua!

i Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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