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Tuan 28 Thwong Nién

Gl 4, 22-24. 26-27. 31-5,1
buc Kitb da giai thoat chung ta (Gl 5,1)

Galatians 4:22-24, 26-27, 31-5:1

In today’s first reading, Paul uses the story of
Hagar, a slave of Abraham and Sarah, to
illustrate his insistence that by his cross, Jesus
has set us free from every kind of slavery. For
the Galatian Gentiles he was writing to, this
included freedom from having to follow the
Law of Moses. There was no need for anyone
to convert to Judaism in order to become a full
Christian. Everyone—Gentile and Jew alike—
is saved by the grace of God. No one needs to
do anything other than repent, believe, and be
baptized.

The debate about Gentile and Jewish believers
has been long settled in the Church, and the
message of freedom in Christ continues to
resonate. But there remain so many voices
telling us that we need to do more in order to
be “saved.” These voices try to convince us
that we need to pray in a certain way or for a
certain amount of time each day if we want to
be truly pleasing to the Lord. Or that we have
to lead a perfectly virtuous life. Or that we
have to keep up with every current Catholic
trend or influencer.

But none of this is necessary. As Paul wrote,
Jesus has set us free “for freedom,” not so that
we would fall under a different kind of
bondage (Galatians 5:1). He is the only One
who can release us from the curse of sin. He is
the only One who can destroy the power death
once had over us. And he is the only One,
through the power of his Spirit, who can

Trong bai doc thi nhat hém nay, Thanh Phaold
dung cau chuyén vé Hagar, mot nit no 1€ cua
Abraham va Sarah, dé& minh hoa cho su nhin
manh cua 6ng rang nhd thap gi4, Chia Giésu
da giai thoat chung ta khoi moi hinh thirc no I¢€.
Déi vai nhitng ngudi ngoai bang Galat ma 6ng
dang viét thu, diéu nay bao gom sy tu do khoi
viéc phai tuan theo Luat Méisen. Khong can
thiét phai cai dao sang Do Thai gido dé tro
thanh mot Kitd hiru tron ven. Tat ca moi
ngudi—ca nguoi ngoai va ngudi Do Thai—
déu duogc ctu rdi boi an sung cua Thién Chua.
Khoéng ai can phai lam gi khac ngoai viéc in
nan, tin va chiu phép rua.

Cudc tranh luan vé tin hitu ngoai bang va
ngudi Do Thai da duoc giai quyét tir 1au trong
Gido hoi, va thong diép vé su tu do trong Chia
Kitd van tiép tuc vang vong. Nhung van con
rat nhiéu tiéng noi néi véi ching ta rang ching
ta can phai lam nhiéu hon nita d&é duoc “ctu
rdi”. Nhirng tiéng noi ndy ¢ giang thuyét phuc
ching ta rang chlng ta can phai cau nguyén
theo mot cach nhit dinh hodc trong mot
khoang thoi gian nhat dinh mdi ngay néu
ching ta muén thuc sy lam dep long Chua.
Hodc rang chdng ta phai sdng mot cudc doi
hoan hao dac hanh. Hoac rang ching ta phai
theo kip moi xu hudng hodc nguoi cd anh
huong hién tai trong Gido hoi Cong giéo.

Nhung khong diéu nao trong s6 nay la can
thiét. Nhu Phaold da viét, Chla Giésu da giai
thoat ching ta “dé chung ta duoc ty do”, chu
khong phai dé chung ta roi vao mot kiéu no 1é
khéc (Gl 5,1). Ngai 1a Pang duy nhit c6 thé
giai thoat ching ta khoi loi nguyén rua cua toi
16i. Ngai 1a Pang duy nhit c6 thé pha huay
quyén luc ma sy chét tirng nam gii trén chdng
ta. Va Ngai 1a Pang duy nhat, nho quyén ning
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S @ convince us that God’s love for us is merciful, | cua Thanh Linh, c6 thé thuyét phuc ching ta

g@’% eternal, and unconditional. rang t‘mAh yéu cua Thién Chl:la‘ qanh cho chung

) @ ta la nhan tir, vinh ctru va vo dieu kién.

@7

5 % Now, set free from sin and death, we can learn | Gio day, duoc giai thoat khoi toi 16i va su chét,

to renounce the destructive habits that have
kept us from growing in holiness. We have
been set free from sin and are now free to love
the Lord and other people!

So celebrate your freedom in your prayer
today! Proclaim that Jesus has redeemed you
from darkness and sin and death. Tell him how
grateful you are that he has set you free—and
that you want to live in the freedom he has
won for you.

“All praise to you, Lord Jesus, for your gift of
q’ 2

& freedom!

tﬁ (@

ching ta c6 thé hoc cach tir bo nhitng thoi quen
huy hoai da ngan can chung ta truéng thanh
trong su th&nh thién. Ching ta da duoc giai
thoat khoi toi 16i va gio day duoc ty do yéu
mén Chua va yéu thuong ngudi khéc!

Vay nén, hay an mung sy tu do caa ban trong
loi cau nguyén hém nay! Hay tuyén bd rang
Chua Giésu da ctu chudc ban khoi bong tdi,
t6i 16i va su chét. Hay noi véi Ngai riang ban
biét on Ngai biét bao vi Ngai da giai thoat ban
— va rang ban muén sbng trong su tu do ma
Ngai da gianh duoc cho ban.

Lay Chta Giésu, moi loi ngoi khen thugc vé
Chua, vi mon qua tu do ma Chua da ban cho!

Lc 11, 29-32 Luke 11:29-32
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Sé khong c6 dau la nao dwgc ban cho (Lc 11,29)

J
@

&% [ That sounds kind of harsh. Why would Jesus
@Sg@ refuse to give the people a sign? They wanted
é\g to know who he was. Wouldn’t a sign from
%2@ God show them once and for all that he was
A the long-awaited Messiah?

&0

5.8
%‘%@ The problem was, Jesus had already given the
%s@ people plenty of signs. There was the “sign” of
gg% his teaching: people hung on his every word as
b (@ he displayed a wisdom that surpassed even that
?, of King Solomon. Then there were the signs of
t?@ his miracles. He healed the sick and cast out
© demons with just a word of command. He even
( raised people from the dead! And perhaps his

Nghe c6 vé hoi khic nghiét. Tai sao Chua
Giésu lai tir chdi ban cho dan ching mét du
hiéu? Ho mudn biét Ngai 14 ai. Chang phai mot
ddu hiéu tir Chda s& cho ho thdy mét lan va
mai mai rang Ngai 1a Pang Mésia ma ho mong
doi tur lau sao?

Van dé 13, Chla Giésu da ban cho dan chung
rat nhiéu dau hiéu. C6 "dau hiéu" vé 1oi day
caa Ngai: moi ngudi cham chu vao tung loi
Ngai néi khi Ngai thé hién sy khon ngoan vuot
tréi hon ca Vua Solomon. Sau d6 1a nhitng dau
hiéu vé phép la cia Ngai. Ngai chira lanh
ngudi bénh va dudi quy chi bang mét 1oi ra
lénh. Ngai tham chi con khién ngudi chét song

@

&0

@ greatest “sign” was right in front of them all | lai! Va c6 1€ "dau hi¢u" vi dai nhat cua Ngai
6?'7&% the time: his very presence! His love, his | ludn ¢ ngay truéc mat ho: chinh su hién di¢n
fﬁ%@ power, his mercy. cua Ngai! Tinh yéu, quyén nang, long thuong
7 x6t cua Ngai.
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But none of these signs seemed to be enough—
they wanted even more. Clearly, for some,
% there would never be enough signs. No matter

how many they had, they would still refuse to
believe.

Before we start judging this “evil generation”
(Luke 11:29), it’s helpful to remember that
Jesus’ words are meant for every generation,
including our own! His teachings still apply;
his miracles still abound; and now that he is
risen, his presence is with us even more
powerfully. Still, despite these signs, many
choose not to believe in him. They’re still

RS asking for more signs. Or to be more accurate,
%‘2(@ there are times that even we ask for more,
6;%? despite all that we have already seen and
o (@ experienced!

90

&

The problem with asking for signs is that we
tend to want them on our own terms. But the

® ; X
?R signs that God wants to give are all around.
T @ They’re r_ight in fr_ont of you every day: his
© presence in you, his mercy over you, and his
& Spirit guiding you. He’s inviting you to make

@ these signs the foundation of your faith in him.

Just as he did for the people of his generation,
Jesus wants you to trust in him based on all
that you have already received.
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Know that Jesus himself, risen in glory, is
God’s greatest and final sign. Believe in him.
Lean on him. And praise him for his
faithfulness and mercy.

“Jesus, open my eyes so | can see all the signs
of your presence and your love!”

Nhung khong c¢6 dau hiéu nao trong s nhiing
ddu hiéu nay c6 vé du - ho tham chi con muébn
nhiéu hon nita. RS rang, ddi véi mot sé nguoi,
s& khdng bao gid co du ddu hiéu. Bat ké ho c6
bao nhiéu diu hiéu, ho van sé tir chéi tin.

Truée khi ching ta bat dau phan xét "thé hé
gian ac" nay (Lc 11,29), hdy nhé rang 1oi cua
Chua Giésu danh cho moi thé hé, bao gém ca
thé hé cua chung ta! Nhiing 15i day cua Ngai
van con dang; phép la ciia Ngai van con nhiéu;
va gio day Ngai di séng lai, su hién dién cua
Ngai ¢ cung chdng ta tham chi con manh mé
hon. Tuy nhién, bat chap nhitng dau hiéu nay,
nhiéu nguoi van chon khong tin vao Ngai. Ho
van dang cau xin nhiéu diu hiéu hon. Hay noi
chinh xac hon, ¢6 nhitng IGc ngay ca chdng ta
cling cau xin nhiéu hon, bat chap tat ca nhiing
gi chiing ta da thay va trai qua!

Vin dé véi viéc cau xin nhitng dau hiéu la
chung ta ¢6 xu huéng mudn ching theo cach
cla riéng minh. Nhung nhitng diu hiéu ma
Chua mudn ban cho thi & khap moi noi. Chiing
& ngay trudC mat ban mdi ngay: su hién dién
cua Ngai trong ban, long thuong x6t cua Ngai
danh cho ban va Thanh Linh cta Ngai hudng
dan ban. Ngai dang moi goi ban bién nhiing
dau hiéu nay thanh nén tang cho duc tin cua
ban noi Ngai. Giéng nhu Ngai di lam véi
nhitng nguoi clng thé hé véi Ngai, Chda Giésu
mubn ban tin cdy vao Ngai dua trén tit ca
nhirng gi ban da nhan dugc.

Hay biét rang chinh Chua Giésu, da song lai
trong vinh quang, 12 du hiéu vi dai nhat va
cudi cung cua Chua. Hay tin vao Ngai. Hay
nuong twa vao Ngai. Va ngoi khen Ngai vi
long thanh tin va long thuong xo6t cua Ngai.

Lay Chla Giésu, xin md mat con dé con c6 thé
thay tat ca nhirtng dau hiéu veé su hién dién va
tinh yéu cua Chual
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