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Thw Tu, 30-9-2026. Nam A
Tuan 26 Thwong Nién ;
L& Nhé Thanh Jeronimo, Linh muc, Tién si HT

Lc9, 57-62 Luke 9:57-62

Ai di tra tay cAm cay ma con ngodi lai dang sau, thi khéng thich hop véi Nwéc Thién Chia

(Lc 9,62)

Remember the story of Lot’s wife? Scripture
tells us that she was turned into a pillar of salt
because she looked backed at Sodom and
Gomorrah as they were being destroyed for
their sinful behavior (Genesis 19:26). We can
assume that it wasn’t just a momentary glance,
either. She was looking back at her former life
there, wishing that she could return.

Then there’s Elisha, who inherited Elijah’s
calling to be a prophet to Israel. When Elijah
first called him, Elisha literally had his “hand
to the plow,” as he was working on his
family’s land (Luke 9:62). Hearing Elijah,
Elisha begged, “Let me kiss my father and
mother good-bye, and I will follow you” (1
Kings 19:20). Like Lot’s wife, he wanted to
look back to “what was left behind” (Luke
9:62).

And now, in today’s Gospel, Jesus meets a
similar response from a man he was calling to
follow him: “First let me say farewell to my
family” (Luke 9:61). And Jesus replies by
saying that this man is not yet “fit for the
Kingdom of God” (9:62).

So why is Jesus saying that it’s wrong to look
back? Because if you are looking back to what
you’ve left behind, you can’t be present to
what is in front of you. Jesus is calling us to a
life of discipleship. He wants our commitment
to him to take priority over everything else.
And for that to happen, we need to focus our
attention on the same path that he traveled—
the path of radical obedience to his Father and
the path of loving service to the people around
us.

Ban con nh¢ cau chuyén vé vo caa L6t khdng?
Kinh Thanh ké riang ba bi bién thanh cot mubi
vi da ngoai nhin lai S6-d6m va Go-mo-ra khi
chdng bi hay diét vi toi 16i (St 19,26). Ching ta
c6 thé cho rang d6 khong chi 1a mot cai nhin
thoang qua. Ba dd ngoai nhin lai cudc song
trude ddy ctia minh & d6, ude ao duoc tro Ve,

Roi dén E-li-sa, ngudi thira ké on goi cua E-lia
dé tro thanh tién tri cho Israel. Khi E-li-a goi
6ng lan dau, E-li-sa dang “tay cay rudng”, vi
ong dang lam viéc trén dat cua gia dinh minh
(Lc 9,62). Nghe E-li-a n6i, E-li-sa nai ni: “Xin
cho con hdn tam biét cha me con, roi con s&
theo 6ng” (1V 19,20). Giéng nhu vo cua L6t,
6ng muon ngoai nhin lai “nhiing gi da bo lai
phia sau” (Lc 9,62).

Va gio day, trong bai Tin mirng hém nay, Chla
Giésu gap mot phan ing tuong tu tr mot nguoi
ma Ngai dang kéu goi theo Ngai: “Trudc hét,
t6i muén chao tam biét gia dinh minh” (Lc
9,61). Va Chua Giésu déap lai rang nguoi nay
chua “xung dang vao Nudc Thién Chua”
(9,62).

Vay tai sao Chla Giésu lai n6i rang nhin lai
phia sau 1a sai? Boi vi néu ban ci nhin lai
nhitng gi minh da bo lai phia sau, ban sé khdng
thé hién dién tron ven véi nhiing gi dang &
truc mat. Chiia Giésu dang kéu goi ching ta
séng doi mon dé. Ngai mudn su tan hién caa
chung ta danh cho Ngai dugc uu tién hon moi
thi khac. Va dé diéu do xay ra, ching ta can
tap trung su chu y vao con duong ma Ngai da
di — con dudng vang phuc tuyét ddi Cha va con
duong yéu thuong phuc vu nhitng nguoi xung
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It’s true that Jesus’ call is demanding. It can be
hard not to “look back™ on what we have given
up to follow him. But remember that all he is
asking is that you take one step at a time. So
what’s the next act of obedience? What’s the
next act of generosity or mercy? How can you
be faithful to the Lord in this moment? Keep
your focus on what lies ahead, and the past will
loosen its grip on you. Even better, Jesus will
be walking beside you, and his embrace will
grow stronger with every step!

“Lord, help me to keep you first in my life at
every moment of every day!”

quanh.

That vay, 161 kéu goi cua Chida Giésu rat khat
khe. That kho dé khong “nhin lai” nhiing gi
chung ta da tir bo dé theo Ngai. Nhung hiy nhd
rang tat ca nhitng gi Ngai yéu cau la ban hay
budc tung budc mot. Vay hanh dong vang
phuc tiép theo 1a gi? Hanh dong hao phong hay
1ong thuong x6t tiép theo cua ban 1a gi? Lam
thé ndo ban cd thé trung thanh véi Chua trong
khoanh khic nay? Hay tap trung vao nhing gi
phia trudc, va qua kht s& dan budng léng anh
huéng cua noé. Hon thé nira, Chlla Giésu s&
bude di bén canh ban, va vong tay yéu thuong
cua Ngai s& cang thém viing chic véi mdi
budc chan!

Lay Chla, xin giup con ludn dat Chta lén hang

dau trong cudc song caa con & moi khoanh
khac moi ngay!

i Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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