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Lc 8, 19-21 Luke 8:19-21

Me va anh em ta la nhirng ai nghe loi Chia va dem ra thuc hanh (Lc 8,21)

What would it be like to be one of Jesus’
relatives? How privileged would you feel to be
his cousin, like John the Baptist? In many
cultures in Jesus’ time, and even today, kinship
bonds are extremely important. When an aunt
or uncle or a cousin needs a favor, you’re
expected to come through!

We see this dynamic in today’s Gospel. Jesus
IS preaching in his home province of Galilee,
where he has made quite a splash. Crowds are
following him, listening to his teaching, hoping
to see a miracle. They are packed in and
around the house where Jesus is teaching.
Unfortunately, this means that Mary and some
of his relatives can’t get into the house because
of the press of people. They send word to Jesus
through his disciples and, no doubt, expect to
get a private moment or at least a front-row
seat for his preaching. They are, after all, his
family! That has to count for something, right?
But maybe not. To their surprise, Jesus replies
by saying, “My mother and my brothers are
those who hear the word of God and act on it”
(Luke 8:21).

If this answer sounds brusque to you, imagine
how shocking it must have been in a culture
where family was more important than almost
anything else! Jesus seemed to want to
underline the “almost.” Of course he honored
his family and cared for his mother, even from
the cross (John 19:25-26). But he also knew
that he had come to create a new, wider family
built on obedience to his word and the power
of the Holy Spirit.

S& nhu thé nao néu ban 1a mot trong nhing
ngudi than cia Chla Giésu? Ban s& cam thay
vinh du ra sao néu 1a anh em ho cua Ngai,
gidng nhu Gioan Ty gia? Trong nhiéu nén vin
hoa vao thoi Chaa Giésu, va tham chi ca ngay
nay, mdi quan hé ho hang vo cling quan trong.
Khi mdt nguoi ¢o, nguoi chd hoac anh em ho
can giup d&, ban duoc ky vong sé& gilp!

Ching ta thdy diéu nay trong bai Tin ming
hém nay. Chla Giésu dang giang day tai qué
huong Ga-li-1é cua Ngai, noi Ngai da gay duoc
tiéng vang 16n. Pam dong dang di theo Ngai,
ling nghe 15i giang day cua Ngai, hy vong
dugc ching kién mot phép la. Ho chen chic
trong va xung quanh ng6i nha noi Chda Giésu
dang giang day. That khong may, diéu nay c6
nghia 12 Maria va mot s6 ngudi than caa Ngai
khong thé vao nha vi dam déng qua chen chuc.
Ho gui 161 nhan cho Chda Giésu qua cac mon
dé caa Ngai va chac chan, ho mong muén c6
dugc mot khoanh khic riéng tu hodc it nhat Ia
mot chd ngoi hang dau dé nghe Ngai giang
day. Xét cho cung, ho la gia dinh cia Ngai!
Piéu d6 chic chan phai co y nghia gi do, phai
khong? Nhung c6 1€ khong. Trudc sy ngac
nhién cua ho, Chua Giésu dap lai rang: “Me ta
va anh em ta la nhiing nguoi nghe loi Thién
Chua va lam theo 15i ay” (Lc 8,21).

Néu cau tra 16i ndy nghe c6 vé coc can véi ban,
hay tudng tuong n6 gay séc dén mic nao trong
mot nén vin héa ma gia dinh duoc coi trong
hon hau hét moi thir khac! Chia Giésu duong
nhu mudn nhan manh tr “hau nhu”. TAt nhién,
Ngai ton trong gia dinh va cham so6c me minh,
ngay ca khi dang ¢ trén thap tu gia (Ga 19,25-
26). Nhung Ngai ciing biét ring Ngai dén dé
tao dung mot gia dinh mai, rong 16n hon, dugc
xay dyng trén sy vang phuc 10i Ngai va quyén

TSI

20

a

@S

?Fg@

5 S B B B B

O



gt

Hy
S
5}
By
Ha
1
Qé%j@
5

You are part of that family! You entered it
through faith in Jesus’ word and the gift of the
Holy Spirit at Baptism. You are now a son or
daughter of God! You honor and deepen that
relationship as you continue to hear and act on
Jesus’ words, especially as you love your
brothers and sisters. In fact, your bond with
Jesus and the people who belong to him can
become as strong as the closest family bond—
and it will last through eternity. What a
privilege it is to belong to the Lord and one
another as members of his spiritual family!

“Thank you, Lord, for bringing me into your
family!”

ning ctia Chua Thanh Than.

Ban 1a mot phan cua gia dinh d6! Ban di gia
nhap gia dinh 4y qua dac tin vao loi Chua
Giésu va an sung cua Chia Thanh Than khi
chiu phép rira. Gio day ban la con trai hoac con
gai cua Thién Chuaa! Ban ton trong va lam sau
sac thém madi quan hé @6 khi ban tiép tuc ling
nghe va lam theo loi Chua Giésu, dac biét la
khi ban yéu thuong anh chi em minh. Trén
thuc té, méi lién két cua ban véi Chia Giésu va
nhimg nguoi thuéc vé Ngai ¢ thé tro nén
manh mé& nhu mdi lién két gia dinh than thiét
nhit—va no sé ton tai dén muon doi. That 1a
mot dic an khi dugc thudc vé Chua va dugce 13
thanh vién trong gia dinh thiéng liéng cua
Ngai!

Lay Chua, con cam on Chta vi da cho con
dugc vao gia dinh cua Chuial

i Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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