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Chua Nhat, 13-9-2026. Nam A
Tuan 24 Thwong Nién

Hc 27, 30-28, 7 Sirach 27:30-28:7

Hay nhé nhitng ngay cudi doi, hdy gat bé thu han (Hc 28,6)

You’ve probably heard it said that no one on
their deathbed wishes that they had spent more
time at work. No, they wish for more time with
their loved ones or one more chance to
reconcile with an estranged friend. So
considering Sirach’s sobering words from
today’s first reading, do you think that anyone
on their deathbed would wish they had held
just a few more grudges? Or that they had just
one more chance to prove themselves right or
someone else wrong? Of course not!

That’s why this reading resonates with us:
remember your last days; turn from enmity,
anger, and faultfinding. Knowing that God has
forgiven us should move us to be more
forgiving toward one another. But when we
refuse to show mercy, when we hold onto
anger or vengeance, we are closing our eyes to
the mercy God has shown us. The truth is,
compared to the heavenly glory that God offers
us, our grudges and resentments can appear as
quite petty. So let’s not nourish them. Let’s not
hang onto unforgiveness.

Sirach’s warning may remind you of what the
master in today’s Gospel parable tells his
unforgiving servant: “Should you not have had
pity on your fellow servant, as | had pity on
you?” (Matthew 18:33). Jesus instructs us to
mirror God’s mercy and forgive one another
not just seven times but “seventy-seven times”
(18:22). In other words, without limit.

Ch_éc han ban di timg nghe ngudi ta néi rang,
chang ai khi sip qua doi lai wéc minh da danh
thém thoi gian lam viéc. Khong, ho chi udc cd
thém thoi gian bén nguoi than yéu hoac thém
mot co hoi dé hoa giai véi nguoi ban di xa
cach. Vay nén, khi suy ngdm nhiing 15i nghiém
khac cua sach Huin Ca trong bai doc thir nhat
hdm nay, ban c6 nghi rang ai d6 khi sap qua
doi lai wdc minh di 6m ap thém vai méi han
thu? Hay uéc minh c6 thém mot co hoi dé
chimg minh minh ding hodc ngudoi khac sai?
Tat nhién la khdng!

Do 1a 1y do tai sao bai doc nay gay an twong
v6i ching ta: hdy nhé nhiing ngay cudi doi;
hay tir bo su thu han, gian dir va chi trich. Biét
rang Chua di tha thir cho chlng ta sé& thiic day
ching ta tha thir cho nhau nhiéu hon. Nhung
khi ching ta tir chdi thé hién long thuong x6t,
khi ching ta gitr lay sy gian dir hay long bao
thu, ching ta dang nhim mét 1am ngo trudc
long thuong x6t ma Chta da danh cho ching
ta. Sy that 13, so vdi vinh quang thién dang ma
Chua ban cho ching ta, nhitng méi han thu va
0an gian cua chang ta c6 vé kha nho nhat. Vi
vay, dimg nuo6i dudng ching. Bung giir lay su
khong tha tht.

Loi canh béo cua sach Huan Ca c6 thé nhic
nhé ban vé& diéu ma ngudi chi trong du ngén
Tin Mung hdm nay noi véi nguoi day té khong
biét tha thi: “Chang 1& nguoi khong nén
thuong x6t ngudi day té cung lam viéc véi
nguoi, nhu ta da thuong x6t nguoi sao?” (Mt
18,33). Chia Giésu day chdng ta hdy noi
guong long thuong x6t cia Chua va tha thu
cho nhau khéng chi bay lan ma 1a “bay muoi
bay lan” (18,22). NGi céch khac, khong gioi
han.
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These are strong words. But if they make you
feel discouraged, know that Jesus stands ready
to give you the strength to forgive. He can
release you from habits of resentment. He is
offering you a life free from the negativity that
brings you down. So turn to him today, and ask
for his grace to open your heart in compassion.
Receive his mercy, and go and show it to the
people around you.

“Jesus, help me to forgive my brothers and
sisters from the heart!”

Pay la nhirng loi manh mé&. Nhung néu ching
khién ban cam thiy nan long, hdy biét rang
Chla Giésu ludn sdn sang ban cho ban sirc
manh dé tha tha. Ngai ¢ thé giai thoat ban
khoi thdi quen oan han. Ngai dang ban cho ban
mot cudc séng khodng con nhitng diéu tiéu cuc
lam ban suy sup. Vi vdy, hiy huong vé Ngai
hdm nay va cau xin on cua Ngai dé mo rong
trai tim ban trong long thwong x6t. Hay don
nhan long thuong x6t cuia Ngai, va hay di va
thé hién diéu d6 cho nhitng ngudi xung quanh
ban.

Lay Chda Giésu, xin gilp con tha thir cho anh
chi em con tur tan day long!

Mt 18, 21-35 Matthew 18:21-35

Nguoi khong phai thwong x6t dong ban, nhw chinh ta di thwong x6t ngwoi sao? (Mt 18,33)

People saddled with impossible debt, desperate
pleas for more time, threats of imprisonment
and even torture-—why did Jesus tell such an
upsetting parable? To help his disciples
understand the need to show mercy when
someone sins against them.

Peter’s question started it all: “How often must
I forgive?” (Matthew 18:21). It was
understandable. Shouldn’t there be a limit to
how often we should forgive, especially
repeated offenses? An honest look at ourselves
might help us see the answer. How often do we
go to the Lord asking for mercy for the same
sins again and again? We would never want
him to tell us we have reached our limit.
Thankfully, he never does; he repeatedly
forgives us.

Not only does God forgive us again and again;
he doesn’t hold our sins against us. Remember
the unforgiving servant. His entire debt was
wiped out. There was nothing hanging over
him. Similarly, God has pardoned every sin we

Nguoi ta ng nan chong chat, tuyét vong xin
thém thoi gian, bi de doa bo tu va tham chi bi
tra tin - tai sao Chla Giésu lai ké mét cau
chuyén ngu ngon khé chiu nhu vay? Dé gilp
cic mon dé hiéu rang can phai bay to long
thuong x6t khi ai d6 pham toi véi ho.

Phéro bat dau hoi trudc: “Con phai tha thir dén
may lan?” (Mt 18,21). P6 1a diéu dé hiéu.
Khoéng nén co giGi han vé tan suat ching ta nén
tha thir, dac biét 1a nhirng hanh vi pham toi lap
di 1ap lai? Mét cai nhin trung thuc vé ban than
c6 thé gilp chdng ta tim ra cau tra 16i. Chlng
ta co thuong xuyén dén voi Chaa dé cu xin sy
thuong x6t cho cting mét toi 16i khong? Chiing
ta s& khdng bao gid muén Ngai néi véi ching
ta rang chung ta da dat dén giéi han caa minh.
Rat may, Ngai khong bao gio lam thé; Ngai
nhiéu lan tha thar cho ching ta.

Chua khoéng chi tha thir cho ching ta hét lan
nay dén lan khéc; Ngai khong gitr toi 15i cua
chung ta chdng lai ching ta. Hay nhé nguoi
day té khong tha thi. Toan bd khoan no cua
anh da duogc xda sach. Khong co gi d¢ trén anh
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have ever committed and stands ready to
forgive every sin we will ever commit.
Nothing is outside the scope of his mercy. He
forgives us everything.

This is the standard of mercy that Jesus calls us
to imitate. It’s not so different from the Lord’s
Prayer: “Forgive us . . . as we forgive”
(Matthew 6:12). Granted, today’s parable is
more graphic. But it shows us that God doesn’t
want us imprisoned in unforgiveness and
tortured by resentment. He knows how hard it
is to forgive. But he went so far as to give us
his only Son to cleanse us and soften our hearts
so that we could share that same mercy.

Mercy goes beyond simply not punishing
offenses. It forgives the entire debt. That’s how
God treats us. Let that truth change how you
treat the people who offend you.

“Heavenly Father, strengthen me to be able to
forgive others as you have forgiven me!”

ta. Tuong tu nhu vay, Thién Chta da tha th
moi ti 16i chiing ta tirng pham va san sang tha
the moi toi 15i ching ta s& pham. Khong c6 gi
nam ngoai pham vi 1ong thuong x6t cua Ngai.
Ngai tha thi cho ching ta tat ca moi thu.

Pay 1a tiéu chuan cia long thuong x6t ma
Chuda Giésu mai goi ching ta bat chugc. N6
khong khac may so véi Kinh Lay Cha: “Xin
tha thir cho chdng con... nhu chung ta tha tha”
(Mt 6,12). Panh rang du ngdn hém nay sinh
dong hon. Nhung nd cho chung ta thdy rang
Chua khdng muén ching ta bi cam tl trong su
khong tha thr va bi hanh ha bai su 0an gian.
Ngai biét tha tha kho thé nao. Nhung Ngai da
di xa dén mic ban Con Mot cia Ngai cho
chung ta dé tay sach chiing ta va lam mém long
chung ta dé ching ta c6 thé chia sé cing mot
long thuong x4t do.

Long thuong x6t khong chi don gian la khong
tring phat nhitng hanh vi pham tgi. N6 tha hét
no. o 1a cach Chuaa ddi xir véi ching ta. Hay
dé sy that do thay d6i cach ban ddi xir véi
nhitng nguoi xdc pham ban.

Lay Cha trén troi, xin thém sirc cho con dé c6
thé tha thir cho nguoi khac nhu Cha da tha tha
cho con!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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