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Thu Bay, 8-8-2026. Nam A
~ Tuan 18 Thuong Nién
Le nhé Thanh Paminh, Linh muc

Mt 17, 14-20 Matthew 17:14-20

Néu ngwoi cé dirc tin bang hat cai... (Mt 17,20)

Why did Jesus use the image of a mustard
seed? After all, both a pebble and a grain of
sand can be just as small. But unlike a pebble
or a grain of sand, a mustard seed—and any
seed for that matter—is filled with life. It
contains all the parts of a full-grown plant in
miniature. Its small size doesn’t matter; given
the right conditions and enough time, it will
grow exponentially.

Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel help us
understand why the apostles couldn’t heal a
troubled young man. It’s not that their faith
was like a lifeless pebble or grain of sand. It
was like a seed waiting to sprout. The apostles
already had faith the size of a mustard seed, but
Jesus was urging them to trust in all the power
packed within that tiny seed.

Of course, the apostles’ faith grew over time—
and it burst forth in a special way when they
received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The same
is true for us. We all have our own “mustard
seed” of faith. We received it when we were
baptized, and it has grown, thanks to our
families and those who have taught us the
faith. It has taken root as we have prayed and
pondered the Scriptures. It has grown stronger
as we have nourished it with the Eucharist and
the other sacraments. And to the degree that we
try to follow the Spirit’s promptings, it has
blossomed and produced wonderful fruit. But
there’s always more that God can do through
us.

Tai sao Chda Giésu lai dung hinh anh hat cai?
Xét cho cuing, ca vién soi va hat cat déu c6 thé
nhé nhu nhau. Nhung khong giéng nhu vién
soi hay hat cét, hat cai — va bat ky hat giéng
nao khac — déu tran day su séng. N6 chira dung
tat ca cac bo phan cia mot cay truong thanh
thu nho. Kich thudc nhé bé cua nod khéng
thanh van dé; néu duoc dit trong diéu kién
thich hop va du thoi gian, nd s& phat trién vuot
bac.

Loi Chla Giésu trong bai Tin ming hém nay
gilp chung ta hiéu tai sao cac tong d6 khdng
thé chira lanh mot thanh nién dang gap kho
khan. Khong phai duc tin caa ho gidng nhu
mot vién soi hay hat cat vo tri vé gidc. NO
gidng nhu mot hat gidng dang chd nay mam.
Céc tong d6 da c6 duc tin nhé bé nhu hat cai,
nhung Chia Giésu dang thuc giuc ho tin tudng
vao tat ca suc manh tiém an trong hat giéng
nho bé do.

Di nhién, duc tin cua cac tong do da 16n manh
theo thoi gian — va n6 bang né maot cach dic
biét khi ho nhan duwoc Chda Thanh Than vao
ngay L& Ngii Tuan. Piéu tuong tu cling dung
Vi chling ta. Tat ca chiing ta déu c6 “hat cai”
duc tin cua riéng minh. Ching ta da nhan dugc
duc tin khi chiu phép rua toi, va n6 da lon
manh nhod gia dinh va nhing ngudi da day do
ching ta vé dic tin. N6 da bén ré khi ching ta
cau nguyén va suy ngam Kinh Thanh. N6 di
manh m& hon khi chung ta nudi dudng né bang
Théanh Thé va céc bi tich khac. Va dén muc do
ma chdng ta ¢4 gang 1am theo sy huéng dan
ciia Chta Thanh Than, né di n& rd va sinh ra
nhitng hoa trai tuyét voi. Nhung ludn ludn co
nhiéu diéu hon nita ma Chla c6 thé 1am qua
chdng ta.
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%{ Vi vay, néu ban mudn duc tin cia minh phat %
O |soif you want your faith to grow, nourish it | trién, hiy nuéi dudng né that tbt, va cau xin %
% well, and ask the Spirit to help you put it into | Chia Thanh Thén gilp ban bién.né thanh hanh c?%%
&‘ action. If you have an “impossible” coworker, | dong. Neu ban c6 mot dong nghiép “kho tinh”, ﬂ‘
2 treat them with kindness and trust that the Lord | hay doi xir vai ho bang long tot va tin twdng ?
?@%‘ will soften their hearts. If a loved one is sick, | ring Chda s& 1am mém 1ong ho. Néu nguoi %@‘

) let your faith keep you connected to the Lord | than yéu cua ban bi bénh, hay dé duc tin cua S
N and at peace. Even more, believe in the Lord’s | ban gir ban két noi véi Chua va dugc binh an. %
© « power to heal as you pray for them. Hon nira, hdy tin vao quyén nang chira lanh %‘

I cua Chta khi ban cau nguyén cho ho. é{”?
e <

g Néu chiing ta tiép tuc hanh dong trong dic tin, 7
%%‘ If we keep acting in faith, we will see miracles, | ching ta s¢ thz‘iy nhirng phép la, ca lén va nho. %%(‘
) both big and small. We’ll see the Lord work in | Chlng ta s& thay Chua hanh dong trong nhiing %
% situations that seem impossible. The mustard | tinh huong tuéng chirng nhu khong thé. Hat cai é;’%g
’2(

seed in our hearts will begin to grow into a | trong 10ng ching ta s& bat dau Ién I1én thanh %:(‘
mighty tree, and we will bear marvelous fruit. | mét cdy co6 thu hung vi, va chung ta s€ két trai

éf’%? ¢t voi é’%
s (‘ tuyét voi. g&‘

65 “Thank you, Lord, for the awesome gift of | Lay Chda, con cam on Chta vi mén qua duc %
(‘ faith!” tin tuyét voi! %:(‘
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