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Mt 14, 22-36 Matthew 14:22-36
Chinh Thay day, dirng s¢ (Mt 14,27)

If you have ever been caught out at sea when a
storm blows up, you know what a frightening
experience it is to feel powerless amid gusty
winds and thrashing waves. In Scripture, the
image of the turbulent sea often portrays the
chaos of death and separation from God (Psalm
69:1-3; Jonah 2:2-6). But Scripture also
testifies that God stills the “swelling waves”

and “treads upon the back of the sea” (Psalm
89:10; Job 9:8).

So when Jesus walked upon the water in
today’s Gospel, it’s no wonder the disciples
“cried out in fear” (Matthew 14:26). Jesus was
demonstrating that he has authority over nature
and the forces of evil and death.

Approaching the disciples in the boat, Jesus
says, “Take courage, it is I” (Matthew 14:27).
By saying, “It is I,” ego eimi in Greek, Jesus is
referring to God’s divine name spoken to
Moses, “I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14). He’s
saying, It’s me, Jesus. I’'m here. But he is also
making a statement about his divinity and his
identity with his Father. The uncreated God,
the great | AM—that’s who is with them in the
Person of Jesus. And that statement gave Peter
the courage to join Jesus on the water.

We have even more reason to take courage; we
know that Jesus is risen from the dead! We can
trust that he is the great I AM with us even
today. Even when we feel alone in a boat,
tossed by the trials of life and battered by the
forces of evil, he still comes to us. He is with

Néu ban da tirng bi méc ket giita bién khoi khi
bao ndi Ién, ban s& biét cam giac bt luc gitra
nhitng con gi6 manh va song dir doi dang s¢
dén muac ndo. Trong Kinh Thanh, hinh anh
bién dong thuong tuong trung cho su hon loan
cta cai chét va sy xa cach khoi Thién Chua (Tv
69,1-3; Gn 2,2-6). Nhung Kinh Thanh ciing
lam chang rang Thién Chda 1am cho “song dir”
ling xubng va “gidm dap trén mit bién” (Tv
89,10; G 9,8).

Vi vay, khi Chua Giésu budc di trén mat nudc
trong bai Tin mung hém nay, khéng co6 gi la
khi cac mon d¢ “kéu 1én vi s¢ hai” (Mt 14,26).
Chua Giésu dang chung to rang Ngai c6 quyén
nang trén thién nhién va céc thé lyc ta 4c va su
chét.

Pén gan cac mon dé trén thuyén, Chla Giésu
néi: “Hay can dam, chinh Ta day” (Mt 14,27).
Khi néi “Chinh Ta day” (ego eimi trong tiéng
Hy Lap), Chta Giésu dang dé cap dén danh
xung thiéng liéng cua Thién Chula da phan voi
Mbi-sen: “Ta la Pang Ta 137 (Xh 3,14). Ngai
dang nodi: Chinh Ta, Chua Giésu. Ta dang &
day. Nhung Ngai ciing dang khang dinh vé
than tinh va sy dong nhat cua Ngai véi Cha.
Thién Chua v tao, Pang Ty Hiru — chinh Ngai
dang & cung ho trong Ngbi vi caa Chua Giésu.
Va loi khang dinh d6 da cho Phérd long can
dam dé cung Chuia Giésu xuéng nuéc.

Chuing ta cang c6 1y do dé can dam hon; chung
ta biét ring Chtia Giésu da song lai tir cdi chét!
Chung ta c6 thé tin twong rang Ngai 1a Pang
Ty Htu dang ¢ cung ching ta ngay ca ngay
hom nay. Ngay ca khi ching ta cam thay co
don trén thuyén, bi x6 day bai nhitng thir thach
ctia cudc séng va bi danh dap boi céac thé luc ta
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us even when, like the disciples, we feel afraid. | 4&c, Ngai van dén véi ching ta. Ngai ¢ clng %
@v

%{ He comes and says, “It is I. Here I am!” ching ta ngay ca khi, gidng nhu cac mon d¢, %
§$ chiing ta cam thdy so hai. Ngai dén va noi: %
& “Chinh Ta day. Ta day!” &
& &
=0 &

2 Jesus reigns over everything that frightens and | Chua Giésu cai tri trén moi thir lam cho déan Z

% oppresses God’s people! He calls us to look to | Chia s¢ héi va bi ap buc! Ngai kéu goi chdng %%(‘
S him and come closer to him. Having started out | ta huéng vé Ngai va dén gan Ngai hon. Khi da %
Y toward Jesus, you may find that the turmoil in | bat dau huéng ve Chua Giésu, ban c6 the thay %
@ the world or the pressures of work and family | rang su hon loan trong thé gian hoac ap luc %‘
Fy shake you. This is the time to cry out to the | cong viéc va gia dinh lam ban lung lay. Day la %é%
% Lord! Fix your eyes on him as Peter did at first, | lic dé kéu cau Chua! Hay huéng mat veé Ngai ﬂ‘
2 and take heart that Jesus is more powerful than | nhu Phér6 da lam luc dau, va hay viing long vi ?

% any darkness. No matter how weak you may | Chia Giésu quyén nang hon bat ky bong toi g%
=N ¢ feel, you can still proclaim with the disciples, | ndo. Cho du ban cam thdy yéu dudi dén dau, Q&‘
X
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& “I believe that ‘you are the Son of God™ | ban van co the tuyén b6 cing véi cac mon dé %
= (Matthew 14:33). ring: “T6i tin ring ‘Ngai 1a Con Thién Chtia™ | ()
Mt 14,33). >
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< “Lord Jesus, I trust in your divine presence | Lay Chiia Giésu, con tin cay su hién dién | 9
@ . ), 2 . x , PO o @
05(‘ with me today. thiéng liéng cua Chua ¢ cung con hém nay. %(‘
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