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Chua Nhat, 30-8-2026. Nam A
Tuan 22 Thwong Nién

Mt 16, 21-27 Matthew 16:21-27

Xin Thién Chiia thwong dirng dé Thay gip phai chuyén ay! (Mt 16,22)

It’s ironic that Peter would use these words to
try to dissuade Jesus from the cross. God
forbid? It was God’s plan in the first place! Not
to mention, Jesus is God and is completely
aligned with the will of his Father. So asking
God to “forbid” something that was God’s
eternal will? It doesn’t make sense.

Of course, Peter didn’t yet realize that Jesus is
the eternal Son of God, one in being with the
Father. How could it possibly be God’s
wisdom that a man who was so righteous and
holy should meet an early, violent end? God
forbid! There was no way Peter would let Jesus
go through with this.

You can also hear the love in Peter’s voice. He
loved Jesus so much that he couldn’t imagine
being separated from him. Neither could he
bear the thought of Jesus allowing himself to
“suffer greatly” and to “be killed” (Matthew
16:21). Especially not after Jesus had already
revealed how powerful he was. No matter how
many foes he faced, he could stop them with a
single word. So God forbid that he would just
surrender himself to death like this!

But what Peter didn’t yet understand was that
Jesus would reveal his love to the fullest
through his death. It was by submitting to his
Father’s will—even if it meant surrendering to
his opponents’ plan to kill him—that he would
overturn sin and open the way to God for all
who believe. This is love in action, and God
forbid anyone should try to stop him!

That trg tréu khi Phérd lai dung nhitng loi nay
dé cb gang khuyén Chia Giésu tir bo thap tu
gid. Ngin can u? D6 vén di la ké hoach cua
Thién Chta! Chua ké, Chla Giésu la Thién
Chua va hoan toan phi hop véi y mudn cua
Cha Ngai. Vay nén, viéc yéu cau Thién Chia
“ngan can” diéu von 1a y mudn doi doi caa
Ngai u? Diéu do6 that vo ly.

Di nhién, luc d6 Phérd chwa nhan ra rang Chla
Giésu 1a Con vinh hang cta Thién Chua, dong
ban thé véi Cha. Lam sao co thé I1a sy khon
ngoan cua Thién Chua khi dé mot ngudi cong
chinh va thanh thién nhu vay lai phai chiu mot
cai chét sém va day bao lyc? Ngin can u!
Phérd khong doi nao dé Chlia Giésu phai chiu
nhu vay.

Ban ciing c6 thé nghe thiy tinh yéu thuong
trong giong ndi cua Phérd. Ong yéu Chua
Giésu dén ndi khong thé tuong tuong dugc
viéc bi chia cach khoi Ngai. Ong ciing khong
thé chiju dung dugc y nghi Chtia Giésu dé cho
minh “chiu khd nhiéu” va “bi giét” (Mt 16,21).
Nhat 14 sau khi Chiia Giésu di bay to quyén
nang cua Ngai. Cho du Ngai phai d6i mat véi
bao nhiéu ké thu, Ngai déu co thé ngin chan
ching chi bang mét 1oi néi. Vay nén, xin Chla
dimg dé Ngai tu nguyén chiu chét nhur thé!

Nhung diéu ma Phérd chua hiéu la Chua Giésu
sé bay to tinh yéu cta Ngai mot cach tron ven
nhat qua cai chét cia Ngai. Chinh bang viéc
vang phuc y mudn caa Cha Ngai—ngay ca khi
diéu d6 co nghia 1a phai khuat phuc trudc ké
hoach giét hai cua ké thi—ma Ngai da 1at 46
t6i 16i va m¢ duong dén véi Thién Chua cho
tat ca nhiing ai tin. Day 1a tinh yéu dugc thé
hién bang hanh dong, va xin Chua ding dé ai
cb gang ngin can Ngai!
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This is the measure of Jesus’ love for us. It’s a
love that scandalized Peter at first but that he
would later embrace when he opened his arms
and allowed himself to be crucified upside
down. It’s a love available to each of us as we
gaze upon our crucified Lord. God forbid that
we ever lose sight of that love!

“Jesus, I am in awe of the depth of your
sacrifice for me!”

Pay la thude do tinh yéu cua Chia Giésu danh
cho chiing ta. 6 1a mot tinh yéu ban dau khién
Phéré kinh ngac nhung sau d6 6ng da don nhan
khi dang rong vong tay va dé minh bi dong
dinh nguoc. D6 1a mot tinh yéu danh cho moi
nguoi chung ta khi ching ta chiém ngudng
Chua bi dong dinh. Xin Chua ding dé ching ta
danh mat tim nhin vé tinh yéu do!

Lay Chula Giésu, con kinh ngac truéc su hy
sinh cao ca cua Chua danh cho con!

i Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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