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Tuan 21 Thwong Nién
L& nhé Thanh Augustine, Giam muc, TSHT

Mt 25,ﬁl—13 o Matthew 25:1-13
Cha re da den rat mugn (Mt 25,5)

What do you pack when you’re going on a
long trip? You might bring medicine in case
you get sick or an umbrella in case it rains.
Perhaps you pack an extra sweater so you can
stay warm if the temperature dips. You want to
be prepared!

The ten virgins in the parable in today’s
Gospel thought they were ready to meet the
bridegroom. They had brought their lamps and
enough oil so that they could welcome him
when he arrived. Yet what separated the “wise”
virgins from the “foolish” ones was a
contingency plan (Matthew 25:2). The wise
ones brought extra oil in case the bridegroom
was “long delayed” (25:5). Clearly, their
foresight paid off!

We don’t know when the Lord will come again
in glory. It could happen tomorrow or a
thousand years from now. We also don’t know
the day or time when the Lord will call us
home. So in today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that
we need to be prepared to meet him at any
moment.

It’s not as simple as compiling a packing
checklist, but there are some ways we can
“stay awake” and ensure that we are ready to
meet the Lord, whenever and however that
happens (Matthew 25:13). We can stay close to
him by building a regular daily prayer time
into our schedule rather than simply hoping
that we will find time to pray when we get a
spare moment. In our quiet times with God, we
can ask him for the grace and strength we need
to do his will throughout our day, whether
that’s helping someone in need or caring for
our family.

Ban chuan bi gi khi di mét chuyén di dai? Co
thé ban mang theo thuéc men phong khi bi ém
hoac 6 du phong khi troi mua. Cé 1€ ban cling
mang thém mét chiéc 4o len dé gitr 4m néu
nhiét d6 giam xudng. Ban can phai chuan bi ky
ludng!

Muoi ¢d trinh nit trong du ngén trong bai Tin
mung hom nay nghi rang ho da sin sang don
chu ré. Ho d4 mang theo dén va du dau dé don
tiép chu ré khi ngai dén. Tuy nhién, diéu phan
bigt nhitng trinh n& “khon ngoan” va&i nhiing
trinh nir “ngu dai” 1a ké hoach dy phong (Mt
25,2). Nhitng nguoi khon ngoan da mang theo
dau dy phong phong truong hop chd ré “dén
muon” (25,5). R3 rang, su nhin xa tréng rong
cua ho di dugc dén dap!

Chung ta khong biét khi nao Chua s& tro lai
trong vinh quang. Diéu dé c6 thé xay ra vao
ngay mai hodac mot nghin nam nira. Chlng ta
cling khong biét ngdy gid nao Chla s& goi
chang ta vé nha. Vi vay, trong bai Tin mung
hom nay, Chia Giésu noi véi ching ta rang
ching ta can phai chuan bi dé gap ngai bat cir
luc nao.

Viéc nay khong don gian nhu lap danh sach do
can mang theo, nhung c6 mot s6 cach dé ching
ta “tinh thirc” va bao dam rang minh sin sang
gap Chua, bat cir khi ndo va bang bat ca cach
nao (Mt 25,13). Chlng ta c6 thé giit mdi lién
hé mat thiét vai Ngai bang cach danh thoi gian
cau nguyén déu dian mdi ngay thay vi chi hy
vong tim duoc thoi gian cau nguyén khi co
ranh rdi. Trong nhitng gid phut tinh ling véi
Chua, ching ta c6 thé cau xin Ngai ban on va
sac manh can thiét dé lam theo y muébn cua
Ngai sudt ca ngay, du dé 1a gitp d& nguoi can
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We can also make sure that we are never too
busy to worship the Lord and receive his Body
and Blood each week at Mass. And when we
stray, we can get right with the Lord by
confessing our sins and receiving his mercy as
soon as possible.

When you do these things as part of your
regular routine, you can be at peace. You will
be ready to enter the great heavenly wedding
feast with enough “oil” to burn brightly before
the Lord!

“Jesus, help me to see what | need to do to be
ready to joyfully greet you when you come
again!”

gitp do hay cham soc gia dinh.

Ching ta cling c6 thé bao dam riang minh
khong bao gio qua ban ron dé thd phuong
Chua va 1anh nhan Minh va Mau Chia mdi
tuan trong Thanh 1&. Va khi lac 1i, chiing ta c6
thé hoa giai voi Chla bang cach xung toi va
nhan lanh long thuong x4t cua Ngai cang som
cang tét.

Khi ban 1am nhitng diéu nay nhu mot phan caa
thoi quen thuong nhat, ban sé duoc binh an.
Ban s& san sang budc vao bira tiéc cudi trong
dai trén troi voi du “dau” dé toa sang ruc rd
trudc mat Chual

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gidp con biét con can lam
gi dé san sang han hoan dén chao Chua khi
Chua tro lai!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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