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Mt 13, 31-35 Matthew 13:31-35

Chim troi dén 1am té noi cac nhanh ciy cia n6 (Mt 13,32)

It’s amazing how, in two short parables, Jesus
gives such an expansive picture of the kingdom
of God. First, he talks about a mustard tree
being so large that the “birds of the sky” are
free to make their home in it (Matthew 13:32).
Then he talks about a woman mixing yeast
with “three measures” of flour, an amount
large enough to feed as many as one hundred
people (13:33). That’s quite a kingdom!

Try to imagine this kingdom. Close your eyes,
and picture one hundred people gathering to
break bread together. Do they all look alike?
Or are they a diverse crowd similar to the mix
that you see in many churches on a Sunday
morning? And what about all those birds
nesting in that mustard tree? Are they all
starlings? Or are there thrushes, robins, ravens,
and maybe some hawks and doves living
together?

This is the nature of the kingdom. It brings
together all kinds of people, and somehow they
find a way to celebrate their unity in Christ.
Their differences, in fact, pale in comparison to
what they have in common: their need to find
shelter in the midst of an uncaring world and
their need for the Bread of Life in a world
whose “bread” can never sustain or satisty.

Jesus came “to gather into one the dispersed
children of God” (John 11:52). He came to
break down every “dividing wall of enmity”
that kept people at odds with each other
(Ephesians 2:14). And he did it by overcoming
the root of all division and enmity, which is
sin. It’s the selfishness of sin that convinces us
that God’s love is a limited resource. It’s the

That dang kinh ngac khi chi trong hai du ngon
ngin, Chla Giésu da v& nén mot bac tranh
rong 16n vé vuwong qudc cua Thién Cha.
Trude hét, Ngai ndi vé cay cai I6n dén ndi
“chim troi” c6 thé ty do 1am td trong d6 (Mt
13,32). Sau d6, Ngai n6i vé mot ngudi phu nix
tron men véi “ba dau” bot, mot luong du dé
nudi song dén maot tram nguoi (13,33). D6 qua
la mot vwong qudc rong lon!

Hay thir hinh dung vuong quéc nay. Nham mét
lai va tudng tugng mot trim ngudi tu hop dé
cung nhau bé banh. Ho c6 giong nhau khong?
Hay ho Ia mot dam dong da dang, twong ty nhu
su pha tron ma ban thay trong nhiéu nha tho
vao sang Chda nhat? Va con tat ca nhiing con
chim 1am t6 trén cy cai d6 thi sao? Chung co
phai tat ca déu 1a chim sao d4 khong? Hay co
ca chim hoa mi, chim sé, qua, va c6 thé ca diéu
hau va bd cau séng chung vai nhau?

Pay chinh 1a ban chat caa vuong quéc. N6 quy
tu tit ca moi ngudi, va bing cach nao dé ho
tim ra cach dé cing nhau ton vinh sy hiép nhét
trong Chua Kitd. Thyc té, nhitng khéc biét caa
ho tré nén nho bé so véi nhing diém chung:
nhu cau tim kiém noi nuong nau gitra mot thé
gi6i vo cam va nhu cau vé Banh Sy Sbng trong
mot thé gidi ma “banh” khong bao gid cb thé
nudi séng hay thoa man.

Chua Giésu dén “dé quy tu nhitng con Ccéi
Thién Chda tan lac lai lam mot” (Ga 11,52).
Ngai dén dé pha d6 moi “birc tudng ngan cach
tht nghich” khién con nguoi bt hoa véi nhau
(Ep 2,14). Va Ngai di lam diéu d6 bang cach
chién thang gbc ré cia moi sy chia ré va tho
nghich, d6 1a toi 16i. Chinh su ich ky cua toi 16i
khién chang ta tin rang tinh yéu cua Thién
Chua 1a mét ngudn luc c6 han. Chinh su kiéu
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arrogance of sin that convinces us that we are
more deserving of his love than someone else.

But it’s the generosity and mercy of God that
prove that there’s room for everyone in his
kingdom. It’s the wide-open arms of the
crucified Christ that welcome everyone into
“many dwelling places” in his Father’s house
(John 14:2).

What a privilege! Jesus has welcomed you into
a kingdom filled with countless treasures
meant for countless people—as numerous as
the “birds of the sky.”

“Jesus, thank you for bringing me into your
kingdom!”

ngao cua toi 16i khién ching ta tin rang minh
xung dang vadi tinh yéu cua Ngai hon nguoi
khac.

Nhung chinh long quéng dai va long thuong
X6t cua Thién Chda chiang minh riang c6 chd
cho tat ca moi nguoi trong vuong qudc cua
Ngai. Chinh vong tay rong m¢ cua buc Kitd
chiu dong dinh chao dén moi ngudi vao “nhiéu
chd ¢” trong nha Cha Ngai (Ga 14,2).

That 1a mot dac an! Chda Giésu da chao don
ban vao mot vuong quoc tran ngap vo so kho
bau danh cho vd s6 nguoi—nhiéu nhu “chim
troi”.

Lay Chula Giésu, con cam on Chla vi da dua
con vao vuong quoc cua Chual

i Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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