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Chua Nhat, 23-8-2026. Nam A
Tuan 21 Thwong Nién

Is 22, 19-23 Isaiah 22:19-23

Ta sé dat chia khéa nha Pavit 1én vai Eliakim (Is 22,22)

You might wonder why today’s reading from
Isaiah is paired with today’s Gospel recounting
Peter’s profession of Jesus as the Christ. It’s
because Isaiah’s story of Eliakim becoming
master of the palace in Jerusalem can help us
understand the role that Jesus gave to Peter.

In ancient Israel, the “master of the palace”
was the most important assistant to the king.
Similar to a prime minister, he could rule the
country in the king’s absence. He had the keys
to the palace, so he had the authority and
ability to open and close doors that gave access
to the king (Isaiah 22:22). He was also charged
with playing the role of a “father” to the people
of Jerusalem, protecting and guiding and
leading them in the name of the king (22:21).

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives Peter the “keys
to the kingdom of heaven” and makes him the
“rock” upon which he would build his Church
(Matthew 16:19, 18). By using the image of
the keys, Jesus is making Peter the “master of
the palace” in the kingdom of God. As holder
of the keys to the kingdom, Peter would have
the authority to bind and loose—to open and
close. As head of the apostles, he also would
be, like Eliakim, a father to the Church—its
firm foundation, leader, and guide. That’s why
we often call his successor, the pope, the “Holy
Father”!

Jesus didn’t leave us alone—as a Church or
individually. He provided for the entire Church
not only when he poured out the Holy Spirit on

CO6 I8 ban thic mac tai sao bai doc hom nay tir
sach lIsaia lai dugc ghép véi bai Tin mung ké
vé viéc Phérd tuyén xung Chua Giésu 1a Bic
Kitd. Do 13 vi cau chuyén trong sach lsaia vé
viéc E-li-a-kim trg thanh quan quan cung dién
& Gié-ru-sa-lem c6 thé gidp ching ta hiéu duoc
vai tro ma Chuda Giésu da giao cho Phérd.

O lsrael cb dai, “quan quan cung dién” la
nguodi phu ta quan trong nhat cua nha vua.
Tuong ty nhu té tudng, 6ng ta ¢ thé cai quan
dat nudc khi nha vua vang mat. Ong ta nim
gitr chia khoéa cung dién, vi vay 6ng ta co
quyén han va kha ning mé va dong cac cia
cho phép nha vua ra vao (Is 22,22). Ong ta
cling dugc giao nhiém vu dong vai tro la
“nguoi cha” cua dan thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem, bao
vé, hudng dan va din dit ho nhan danh nha
vua (22,21).

Trong bai Tin mung hdm nay, Chua Giésu trao
cho Phérd “chia khoa Nudc Troi” va bién dng
thanh “tang da” ma trén do Ngai sé xay dung
Gido Hoi cua minh (Ma-thi-o 16:19, 18). Bang
cach sir dung hinh anh nhiing chiéc chia khoa,
Chla Giésu da bién Phé-ro thanh “chi nhén
ctia cung dién” trong Vuong quoc Thién Chua.
La nguoi nam giir chia khoa cua vuong quéc,
Phé-rd s& cd quyén budc va coi — mé va dong.
La nguoi dimg dau cac tong do, ong ciing s&,
gidong nhu E-li-a-kim, 12 mot nguoi cha cua
Gido hoi — nén tang vitng chic, nguoi lanh dao
va ngudi huéng dan cua Gido hoi. D6 1a 1y do
tai sao ching ta thuong goi nguoi ké nhiém
ong, Puc Gido hoang, 1a “Ptrc Thanh Cha”!

Chua Giésu khong bo roi chung ta — véi tu
cach la mot Gido hoi hay tung ca nhan. Ngai
da chu cap cho toan thé Giéo hoi khong chi khi
Ngai ban Thanh Linh xudng trén chlng ta ma
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us but also when he made Peter and his
successors the “rock.” The pope is the keeper
of the teachings of the Church and a minister
of God’s grace and mercy. He is also our father
in faith, our guide, and our example. But most
of all, he is a reflection of God’s own fatherly
care for us, his children.

“Father, thank you for providing for your
Church—and me—through Peter and his
successors.”

con khi Ngai bién Phé-ré va nhimg ngudi ké
nhiém ong thanh “tang da”. Bic Gido hoang la
ngudi giit gin gido huan cua Gido hoi va la
nguoi phuc vu an sing va long thuong x6t cua
Thién Chua. Ngai ciing 1a nguoi cha trong dac
tin cia chang ta, ngudi huéng dan va 1a tim
guong cua chung ta. Nhung trén hét, ngai 1a su
phan anh tinh yéu thuong cta Thién Chla danh
cho chung ta, con céi caa Ngai.

Lay Cha, con cam on Cha da chu cip cho Giéo
hoi cua Cha — va cho con — qua Phé-ro va
nhitng nguoi ké nhiém 6ng.

Mt 16, 13-20 . Matthew 16:13-20
Con anh em bao Thay la ai? (Mt 16,15)

Jesus didn’t pull any punches with his
disciples, did he? Yes, he wanted them to tell
him what the crowds were saying about him.
But he wasn’t just interested in the “word on
the street.” The most important question that
Jesus asked his disciples—the question that
made all the difference—was a more personal
one: “Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew
16:15, emphasis added).

It’s the question that makes all the difference
for you, too. Because being able to explain
what other people say about Jesus doesn’t
really change your life. As you think about
who Jesus is, you might hear the echoes of
your mother or grandfather telling you that
Jesus is the Son of God. You might hear
friends or coworkers say that he’s a healer or
great moral leader. You might hear a teacher or
catechist tell you that he is the Messiah. You
might hear your parish priest say that he is the
Lord of heaven and earth.

But what about you? After all that input from
other people, after your own life experiences,

Chua Giésu khong hé c6 hanh dong nao véi
cac mon dé cua Ngai, phai khdng? Phai, Ngai
mudn ho néi cho Ngai biét dam dong noi gi vé
Ngai. Nhung Ngai khong chi quan tam dén “tir
nhitng nguoi ngoai”. Cau hoi quan trong nhat
ma Chula Giésu hoi cac mon dé - cau hoi tao
nén su khac biét - la cau hoi riéng tu hon:
“Anh em noi Thay 14 ai?” (Mt 16,15 phan nhan
manh dugc thém vao).

b6 ciing 1a cau hoi tao nén su khéac biét cho
ban. Boi vi c6 thé giai thich nhimg gi nguoi
khac néi vé Chlia Giésu khéng thuc su thay doi
cudc doi ban. Khi nghi vé Chla Giésu la ai,
ban cd thé nghe 15i day cia me hoic 6ng cua
minh néi véi ban ring Chia Giésu 1a Con
Thién Chua. Ban c6 thé nghe ban bé hoac dong
nghiép ndi rang Ngai 1a mot nguoi chira bénh
hoac mot nha 1anh dao dao dac vi dai. Ban cé
thé nghe mot gido vién hoac gido ly vién noi
V6i ban rang Ngai 1a Pang Mésia. Ban c6 thé
nghe linh muc gi4o xu caa ban ndi rang Ngai 1a
ChUa cua troi va dat.

Nhung con ban thi sao? Sau tat ca nhiing gi
nguoi khé&c cung cap, sau nhirng kinh nghiém
song cua chinh ban, ban néi Chua Giésu la ai?
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who do you say that Jesus is? Find some time
today to take this question into your time of
prayer. Ask your heavenly Father for the
grace—the same grace he gave to Simon Peter
in today’s Gospel—to reveal Jesus to you more
deeply and to convince you more powerfully
that he is your Messiah and Savior.

Then tell Jesus who you say that he is. If you
felt his presence during a troubled time, praise
him for being your best friend and guide. If
you experienced the relief and joy of

RESS forgiveness, thank him for being your
%‘2(@ Redeemer and merciful Savior. If you catch a
é? glimpse of his glory at the Father’s right hand,
%ﬂi%@ worship him for being the Lord of history, the
< | Son of God.

o

Who we say that Jesus is changes everything.
So who is he to you?
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S “Jesus, you are the Messiah, the Son of the
& o_ 9 29

d living God!

Hom nay hdy danh thoi gian dé dua cau hoi
nay vao thoi gian cau nguyén caa ban. Hay cau
xin Cha trén troi ban cho ban an sung — ciing
chinh 1a &n sing Ngai da ban cho Simon Phérd
trong bai Tin Mung hdm nay — dé mic khai
Chla Giésu cho ban mét cach sau sic hon va
thuyét phuc ban mot cach manh mé hon rang
Ngai 1a Pang Thién Sai va Pang Ctu Do cua
ban.

Sau d6 hidy néi voi Chda Giésu ban néi rang
Ngai 1 ai. Néu ban cam thiy su hién dién cua
Ngai trong khoang thoi gian khd khan, hay
khen ngoi Ngai vi Ngai la ban htru va nguoi
huéng dan tét nhat caa ban. Néu ban cam thay
nhe nhdm va vui mung khi duoc tha tha, hay
cam on Ngai vi Ngai 1a Pang Ctu Chudc va
Pang Cau R&i giau long thuong xo6t cua ban.
Néu ban thoang thy vinh quang cua Ngai bén
htru Bac Chla Cha, hdy tho phuong Ngai vi
Ngai la Chua cua lich str, Con Thién Chua.

Nguoi ma ching ta noi rang Chda Giésu 12 ai
s& thay dbi moi thir. Vay Ngai 1a ai ddi véi
ban?

Lay Chua Giésu, Ngai 1a Dang Mésia, Con
Thién Chua hang song!
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i Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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