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Mt 19, 23-30 Matthew 19:23-30
Poi vaoi Chlda moi sy deu cé thé (Mt 19,26)

As this meditation is being written, the
Powerball Lottery sits at 1.25 billion US
dollars. For many, winning the lottery would
seem like the answer to all their challenges,
their ticket to an easy life. But Jesus warns in
today’s Gospel that riches can actually become
an obstacle to entering the kingdom of heaven.

You may be wondering, “Money isn’t all bad,
though, is it?” After all, we need it if we are
going to provide for ourselves and those we
love. So what is it about money that can make
it difficult for us to enter our heavenly home?

For starters, great riches may tempt us to take
Jesus out of the equation of our lives. We may
try to use money to meet needs that only Jesus
can truly fulfill. For instance, imagine that you
have just been wronged by a family member,
and the weight of that hurt is pressing on you.
You may want to go out and buy something
that will distract you and ease the pain. But this
momentary happiness would only be masking
a deeper wound. Only Jesus is the Divine
Physician. Money can’t buy the type of healing
that he offers.

Also, riches may cause us to be slower to thank
the Lord for his blessings. We may begin to
attribute our treasures solely to our own
goodness and hard work and forget about
God’s provision and his work in forming our
character. And when we lose sight of his
goodness, when we draw back from offering
him our thanks and praise, we risk distancing

Khi bai suy niém nay duoc viét, giai xo sb
Powerball dang & muc 1,25 ty do la My. Do
véi nhidu nguoi, tring sé doc dic duong nhu 1a
cau tra 161 cho moi thir thach, 1a tim vé dén
mot cudc song dé dang. Nhung Chla Giésu
canh béo trong bai Tin mung hém nay rang su
gidu cd thuc su c6 thé tro thanh tré ngai cho
viéc budc vao vuong qudc thién dang.

Ban c6 thé tu hoi, “Tién bac khong phai la
hoan toan xau, phai khong?” Xét cho cing,
ching ta can né néu mudn chu cap cho ban
than va nhitng nguoi minh yéu thuong. Vay
diéu gi & tién bac cd thé khién ching ta kho
budc vao ngoi nha trén troi?

Truéc hét, sy giau c6 16n lao c6 thé cam dd
chdng ta loai bo Chua Giésu ra khoi phuong
trinh cudc séng ciia minh. Ching ta c6 thé ¢6
gang dung tién dé dap tng nhiing nhu cau ma
chi Chua Giésu méi thuc sy c6 thé dap ung. Vi
du, hdy tudng twong rang ban vira bi mot thanh
vién trong gia dinh lam t6n thuong, va ndi dau
d6 dang deé nang Ién ban. Ban c6 thé mudn ra
ngoai va mua tht gi d6 dé 1am ban phéan tam va
x0a diu ndi dau. Nhung niém hanh phuc nhat
thoi nay chi che giau mot vét thuong siu sic
hon. Chi ¢6 Chua Giésu méi 1a Thay thubc
thiéng liéng. Tién bac khong thé mua dugc su
chira lanh ma Ngai ban cho.

Hon nira, sy gidu cd co thé khién ching ta
cham tré trong viéc ta on Chua vi nhitng phudc
lanh cua Ngai. Ching ta c6 thé bat dau cho
rang cua cai caa minh chi la do sy tét lanh va
lao dong cham chi cua ban than ma quén di su
chu cip cua Chua va cong viéc caa Ngai trong
viéc hinh thanh nhan cach chdng ta. Va khi
chung ta danh mat tim nhin vé long tot cua
Ngai, khi ching ta lui budc trong viéc dang loi
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(‘ ourselves from him. We leave little room in | cam ta va ngoi khen Ngai, ching ta c6 nguy co g&‘
%{ our hearts for his presence and guidance. xa cach Ngai. Ching ta dé lai rat it chd trong %
(‘ long minh cho sy hién dién va huéng dan cua %
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Cudi cung, chinh khi “long yéu tién bac” thay
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% In the end, it’s when the “love of money” takes | thé tinh yéu ctia Chua Kit6 ma chiing ta bj vap %%(‘
© the place of the love of Christ that we get | nga (1Tm 6,10). Tien bac co 9thé la mot dieu %
Y tripped up (1 Timothy 6:10). Money can be a | tot, nhung mot diéu tot cd thé trg thanh than %
@ good thing, but a good thing may become an | tuong, déc biét 1a khi ching ta dat long ham %‘
Fy idol, especially when we place our desire for it | muon tien bac [én trén long ham muon Chla %é%
% above our desire for God or when we trust it | hodc khi chung ta tin tudng tien bac hon Ia tin %‘
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more than we trust the Lord. tuong Chua.

B
=N Vi véy, chlng ta hdy ta on Chta vi tit ca g&‘
So let’s thank God for all of our blessings. | nhitng phuéc lanh cua chung ta. Chung ta hay %
Let’s cast off any “idols” that we might turn to | loai bo bat ky “than twgng” nao ma chung ta c6 Ee (‘
é?'%@ for comfort, hope, or peace. And let’s | the tim den d€ duoc an ui, hy vong hodc binh g‘%
! (‘ remember that what may seem impossible for | an. Va ching ta hdy nhé rang diéu gi co vé bat g&‘

? us is always possible for him! kha thi doi voi ching ta thi ludn ludn c6 the p
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% “Jesus, may I put my trust and hope only in | Lay Chua Giésu, con xin dat tron niém tin va | &
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