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Thir Bay, 18-7-2026. Nam A
Tuan 15 Thwong Nién

Mt 12, 14-21 Matthew 12:14-21
Ngwdi lanh khéi noi dé (Mt 12,15)

Just before the events in today’s Gospel, we
read how Jesus encountered a man with a
withered hand on a Sabbath. When Jesus
healed the man, it angered some Pharisees,
who began to plot to have Jesus executed
(Matthew 12:9-14).

So Jesus makes a strategic withdrawal. He
doesn’t do it to save his life; later he will walk
purposefully into Jerusalem, knowing that a
cruel death awaits him there. But the time for
that has not yet come. Nor does he pull back
and rally a militia comprised of men spoiling
for a fight with the Romans. He simply moves
on in order to carry out the mission the Father
has entrusted to him. Anointed by the Holy
Spirit with power, he continues his work of
“doing good and healing all those oppressed by
the devil” (Acts 10:38).

This i1s how Jesus “brings justice to victory”
against all the injustice ranged against him
(Matthew 12:20). He does it through the
paradoxical power of meekness.

We tend to equate meekness with gentleness,
but it’s much more than that. Meekness
involves the choice to do what is right, even
when fear tempts us to cowardice or anger tells
us to fight fire with fire. It’s the godly strength
to persist, grounded in the knowledge that God
is with us.

Jesus knew his mission, and he was confident
enough in God’s presence with him to carry it
out on his own terms. That mission was to
preach, to heal, and to proclaim freedom for

Ngay trudc nhirng su kién trong bai Tin mung
hém nay, chung ta doc vé viéc Chlia Giésu gap
mot nguoi dan O6ng bi teo tay vao ngay Sa-bat.
Khi Chia Giésu chita lanh cho ngudi 4y, diéu
d6 lam mot s6 ngudi Phariséu tic gian, ho bit
dau 4m muu giét Chla Giésu (Mt 12,9-14).

Vi vay, Chia Giésu da rat lui mot cach chién
lugce. Ngai khong 1am vay dé cu mang minh;
sau d6 Ngai s& tién vao Gié-ru-sa-lem mot cach
c6 chu dich, biét ring mot cai chét tan khoc
dang chd doi Ngai ¢ d6. Nhung thoi diém d6
van chua dén. Ngai ciing khong rat lui va tap
hop mot doi quan gém nhitng ngudi mudn
danh nhau véi nguoi La M&. Ngai chi don gian
la tiép tuc tién 1én dé thuc hién st ménh ma
Chtia Cha di giao phé cho Ngai. Puoc xuc dau
boi Chlia Thanh Than voi quyén ning, Ngai
tiép tuc cong viéc “lam diéu thién va chira lanh
tat ca nhitng ngudi bi ma quy ap buc” (Cv
10,38).

bay la cach Chua Giésu “mang lai cong ly cho
su thang loi” chéng lai moi sy bat cong chéng
lai Ngai (Mt 12,20). Ngai 1am diéu d6 thong
qua sicc manh nghich ly cua su hién lanh.

Chung ta thuong danh dong su hién lanh véi su
diu dang, nhung né con hon thé nira. Sy hién
lanh bao gém viéc lra chon 1am diéu dung dén,
ngay ca khi ndi so hdi cdm dé ching ta hén
nhét hoic sy gian dir bao chung ta lay doc tri
doc. Do 1a stc manh thanh thién dé kién tri,
dua trén niém tin rang Chla & cing chdng ta.

Chua Giésu biét st ménh cua minh, va Ngai du
ty tin vao su hién dién cua Chua dé thuc hién
no theo céch riéng cta minh. St ménh do la
rao giang, chita lanh va cong b su tu do cho
nhitng nguoi bi &p blrc. Va d6 chinh xac la
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the oppressed. And that’s exactly what he did
until the time had come for him to actively
engage his opponents. And when he did, he did
it not by crushing them but by offering his life
for their salvation and the salvation of the
world. He could have summoned legions of
angels to save him from death, but in
meekness, he endured death at the hands of
sinners—out of love for them.

Jesus has given you the Spirit to help you
fulfill your mission with the same meekness
that he showed. How might he want you to
grow in this virtue today?

“Lord, give me the strength to be meek.”

nhitng gi Ngai dd 1am cho dén khi thoi diém
dén dé Ngai chu dong ddi dau véi nhitng ké
chéng d6i minh. Va khi Ngai lam diéu do,
Ngai khong lam bang céch nghién néat ho ma
bang céch hién dang mang séng minh dé ctu
rdi ho va thé giéi. Ngai co thé triéu tap vo sb
thién than dé cau Ngai khoi céi chét, nhung
trong su hién lanh, Ngai da chiju dung cai chét
dudi tay nhitng ké toi 16i—vi tinh yéu thuong
danh cho ho.

Chla Giésu da ban cho ban Thanh Linh dé
gilp ban hoan thanh st ménh cua minh véi
cung sy hién lanh ma Ngai da thé hién. Hom
nay, Ngai mudn ban phéat trién dac tinh nay
nhu thé nao?

Lay Chua, xin ban cho con sac manh dé séng
hién lanh.

; Nguén: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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