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Mt 10, 34-11, 1

Matthew 10:34-11:1

Ta dén khong phai dé dem lai binh an, nhung dem lai gwom gido (Mt 10,34)

It’s one of the most jarring statements that the
“Prince of Peace” ever makes. Jesus foresees
that his followers will experience strains and
conflicts in their relationships—even in their
families. Acknowledging how painful some of
these divisions can be, St. John Chrysostom
called them “far more grievous even than a
civil war” (On the Gospel of Matthew, Homily
35).

In saying these things, Jesus was revealing the
cost of saying yes to him. He didn’t promise
that following him would always be easy; he
promised a cross. As he says elsewhere, “In the
world you will have trouble, but take courage, |
have conquered the world” (John 16:33).
Relational difficulties, even the loss of
relationships altogether, are among the troubles
that most of us will likely encounter—or have
already encountered—when we choose to
pursue a life of discipleship.

Have you felt the sharp edge of this “sword”
(Matthew 10:34)? Perhaps at church, seeing
the empty pew where your children used to sit.
Maybe at work, when a colleague is cold
towards you after discovering you are a
practicing Christian. Or you might have
watched with dismay as close friends slowly
abandoned their faith and distanced themselves
from you. It’s a particularly piercing
heartbreak.

But Jesus doesn’t give a cold ultimatum,
forcing you to trade away friendships in order
to follow him. Instead, he’s inviting you to
imitate his example of unconditional love, to
endure rejection, and to persist no matter what
happens. He assures you that, even as you try

Pay la mot trong nhitng 10i tuyén bb gay soc
nhat ma “Hoang tor Hoa binh” ting dua ra.
Chua Giésu thiy truéc rang nhitng nguoi theo
Ngai sé& trai qua nhimng cing thing va xung dot
trong c&c mdi quan hé cua ho—ngay ca trong
gia dinh. Thira nhan sy dau d6n ma maot sé su
chia r& ndy c6 thé gay ra, Thanh Gioan
Chrysostom goi ching 1a “dau dén hon ca mot
cudc noi chién” (Phuc am Matthéu, Bai giang
35).

Khi néi nhitng diéu nay, Chaa Giésu da tiét 16
céi gia phai tra khi no6i vang voi Ngai. Ngai
khéng htra rang viéc theo Ngai s& ludn dé
dang; Ngai hua mot thap gia. Nhu Ngai da noi
& mot noi khac, “Trong thé gian, cac con s&
gap hoan nan, nhung hiy can dam, Ta di thang
thé gian” (Ga 16,33). Nhimng kh6 khin trong
cac mdi quan hé, tham chi 1a mat mat hoan
toan cac mdi quan hé, nam trong s6 nhirng ric
réi ma hau hét ching ta co thé s& gap phai—
hodc da gap phai—khi chling ta chon theo dudi
cuoc Séng lam moén dé.

Ban di cam nhan duoc ludi guom sic bén nay
chua (Mt 10,34)? C6 I& & nha tho, khi nhin
thay chiéc ghé trong noi con cai ban ting ngoi.
C6 thé & noi lam viéc, khi mot ddng nghiép tro
nén lanh nhat vgi ban sau khi phét hién ra ban
la mot Kito hiru. Hodc ban cd thé da ching
kién voi su dau 10ng khi nhitng ngudi ban than
thiét dan dan tir bo dac tin va xa lanh ban. 6
la mot ndi dau thau tim.

Nhung Chtia Giésu khong dua ra mot tdi hau
thu lanh Iting, budc ban phai danh ddi tinh ban
dé theo Ngai. Thay vao d6, Ngai moi goi ban
noi theo tim guong tinh yéu vo diéu kién cua
Ngai, chiu dung su tir chdi va kién tri bat ké
didu gi xay ra. Ngai dam bao véi ban rang,
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0 to find the best way to love them, you can also | ngay ca khi ban cé gang tim cach tét nhat dé g&‘
%{ entrust your friends and family to his | yéu thwong ho, ban ciing c6 thé phé thac ban %
(‘ providence. bé va gia dinh minh cho su quan phong cua %
1

%« Ngai. %é%&‘

So ask Jesus for the grace to share his love | Vi vay, hdy cau xin Chtia Giésu ban on dé chia

Vi
% with the people in your life. He’ll help you to | s¢ tinh yéu cua Ngai vé6i nhitng nguoi trong %%(‘
) be patient and understanding. He’ll help you to | cudc song cua ban. Ngai s& gitip ban kién nhan %
Y be humble and kind in the midst of flawed | va thau hi€u. Ngai s¢ gilip ban khi€ém nhuong %
@ relationships. And he’ll help you to have faith | va tur te gitta nhitng moi quan hé khong hoan %‘
Fy that he is powerful enough to work even when | hao. Va Ngai s€ gilip ban c6 duc tin rang Ngai %é%
% the conditions seem imperfect. Some of these | du quyen nang d€ hanh dong ngay ca khi dieu ﬂ‘
2 relationships will still have cracks, but seeds of | kién duong nhu khong hoan hao. Mot so moi ?
% love may still fall into those cracks and take | quan h¢ nay van s& ¢4 nhiing vet nit, nhung g%(‘
) root. Take courage! His love has conquered the | nhiing hat giong tinh yéu van c6 thé roi vao %
L world! nhitng vet nut d6 va bén re. Hay can dam! Tinh %
@ yéu ciia Ngai di chinh phuc thé giGi! =0

7 7
%ﬂz%« “Lord, in a divided world, help me share your | Lay Chua, trong mot thé gisi chia rg, xin gitp S@‘
©

? love and trust your power.” con chia sé tinh yéu cua Chua va tin tudéng vao 7
05(‘ quyén nang cua Chua. %(‘
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% Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vii Buc Thanh, SDD. gé%
3t 2

L L

7

S (]
<0 0

e =
%;%j@ @
= <
e &y
L L (
& e g g2 g2 g8 0% 099 98 0% 05 IS 08 IR I8 g8 0% 65
L R (L



