e

{7
<

40}
2

Q
2
iy
s

=
&

20
L
L
i%j@
ﬁ%%@
\S)

B 1 B B B B

A 4

20 IR 8 IR 8 IR IR
1Re g g g g g Ko

Thw I—jai, 10-8-2026. Nam A
Tuan 19 Thwong Nién
L& Kinh Thanh Lawrence, Pho té, Tir dao

2Cr9,6-10 2 Corinthians 9:6-10
bang cung cap hat giong cho ké gieo... s¢ ...
ket qua doi dao (2Cr 9,10)

lam cho dic cong chinh cia anh em sinh hoa

Today is the feast of St. Lawrence, the third-
century deacon who was martyred by the
Roman emperor Valerian for distributing the
Church’s wealth to the poor rather than
handing it over to hin. You can imagine
Lawrence wondering, when the emperor
demanded the Church’s treasures, how he
should respond. I'll likely be killed, no matter
what | do. So how can | do the most good right
now?

It’s a good question for us, too, whether we’re
running a business or just trying to be a good
neighbor. What can we do with the gifts that
God has given to us? Today’s first reading
helps: St. Paul says that every seed you sow
matters. Charitable donations, caring words,
humble actions: plant enough of these, and the
Lord will “increase the harvest of your
righteousness” (2 Corinthians 9:10). You’ll
have a bumper crop!

The problem is, those “seeds” are often in short
supply. Time, patience, self-control, not to
mention  material resources—they’re  all
limited. So it’s understandable that you might
reach the point where you feel you have
nothing left to give. Where can you find more?

St. Paul tells us that God himself, “the one who
supplies seed,” will give you “all you need” (2
Corinthians 9:10, 8). You won’t find it by
digging down deep within yourself, hoping to
manufacture your own personal supply of
strength and peace. Instead, you find it by

Hom nay la ngay I& Thanh Lawrence, vi pho té
séng vao thé ky tht ba, nguoi da tir dao dudi
tay hoang dé La Ma Valerian vi di phan phat
cua cai cua Gido hoi cho nguoi ngheo thay vi
giao nop cho 6ng ta. Ban c6 thé hinh dung
Lawrence da tu hoi, khi hoang dé doi hoi kho
bau cia Gido hoi, rang 6ng nén dap lai nhu thé
nao. CH I8 toi s& bi giét, du t6i lam gi di nira.
Vay thi t6i cd thé lam diéu tét nhat ngay bay
gio nhu thé nao?

Do ciling 1a mdt cau hoi hay cho ching ta, du
chung ta dang diéu hanh mot doanh nghiép hay
chi dang c¢d ging tré thanh mot nguoi hang
x6m tét. Ching ta c6 thé l1am gi voi nhiing on
hué¢ ma Chua da ban cho chiing ta? Bai doc thir
nhat hdm nay gidp ching ta: Thanh Phaold noi
rang mdi hat gidng ban gieo déu quan trong.
Nhitng khoan déng gop tur thién, nhitng loi noi
yéu thuong, nhitng hanh dong khiém nhuong:
hdy gieo du nhitng diéu nay, va Chua s& “gia
tang mua gat sy cong chinh cua anh em” (2Cr
9,10). Ban sé c6 mot mua mang boi thu!

Vin dé 13, nhimg “hat gidng” d6 thuong khan
hiém. Thoi gian, su kién nhan, sy tu cha, chua
ké dén cac ngudn luc vat chat—tat ca déu co
han. Vay nén, viéc ban cam thay minh khong
con gi dé cho di nira 1a diéu d& hiéu. Ban c6 thé
tim thém & dau?

Thanh Phaold noi véi ching ta rang chinh
Thién Chta, “Dang cung cap hat giéng”, s&
ban cho ban “tit ca nhiing gi ban can” (2Cr
9:10, 8). Ban s& khong tim thiy diéu d6 bang
cach dao sdu vao bén trong chinh minh, hy
vong tu tao ra ngudn cung cip suc manh va
binh an cho ban than. Thay vao do6, ban tim
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going back to your Father and asking.

Your Father knows exactly what you need.
Like all martyrs, St. Lawrence received seeds
of hope from the Lord, which grew into a
harvest of heroism and a witness that has
inspired millions. Perhaps God will give you
the courage to be more generous than you
thought possible, which will yield an even
more bountiful harvest for those who are poor.
Or maybe he will give you a deeper desire to
share the gospel, which brings about a harvest
of faith for other people.

Don’t think you have to keep scrounging in a
dwindling interior silo. Instead, develop the
habit of returning to your Creator. He takes joy
in giving you all you need for a rich harvest of
love and generosity.

“Father, give me all I need so that [ am able to
give to others!”

thiy diéu d6 bang cach tré vé véi Cha va cau
xin.

Cha ban biét chinh xac nhiing gi ban can.
Giéng nhu tit ca céc vi to dao, Thanh
Lawrence dd nhan duoc nhiing hat gidng hy
vong tir Chla, nhitng hat gidng 4y da nay mam
thanh mot mua gat cua long diing cam va mot
ching nhan da truyén cam htng cho hang triéu
nguoi. CO & Chua s€ ban cho ban long can
dam dé tré nén quang dai hon ban nghi 1a c6
thé, diéu nay s& mang lai mot mua gat boi thu
hon ntra cho nhirng ngudi ngheo. Hoac co &
Ngai s& ban cho ban mot khét vong sau sic hon
dé chia sé¢ Tin Mimg, diéu nay mang lai mot
mua gat darc tin cho nhirng nguoi khac.

Pung nghi rang ban phai tiép tuc bdi mac
trong mot kho chira can kiét bén trong minh.
Thay vao d6, hay rén luyén thoi quen trg veé
v6i Bang Tao Héa. Ngai vui 1ong ban cho ban
moi diéu can thiét dé ban c6 thé gat hai duogc
mua boi thu tinh yéu thuong va long quang dai.

Lay Cha, xin ban cho con moi diéu con can dé
con c0 thé cho di cho nguoi khac!

Ga 12, 24-26 John 12:24-26

Néu hat giong khong bi chén vai dwéi dat va chét di... (Ga 12,24)

If any of the apostles had understood that Jesus
was speaking about his own death here, they
would have been stunned. “How could dying
make you even more fruitful?” they might have
asked. “You’ve healed multitudes and
preached throughout Israel. We’ve never seen
anyone do as much good as you!” But from our
perspective, we can see that Jesus was right:
his death did bear great fruit. It opened the
possibility of salvation for all people!

Jesus then went on to say, “Whoever serves me
must follow me” (John 12:26). Every one of

Néu bat ky tong d6 nao hiéu rang Chda Giésu
dang no6i vé cai chét cua chinh Ngai ¢ day, ho
s& phai sung sét. Ho c6 thé da thic mic: “Lam
thé nao ma cai chét cé thé 1am cho ban tham
chi ¢6 nhiéu hoa trai hon?” “Ong 4y di chita
lanh cho nhiéu nguoi va rao giang khap Israel.
Chung ta chua bao gio thay ai lam duoc nhiéu
diéu t6t nhu 6ng Ay! ” Nhung tir quan diém cua
minh, ching ta c6 thé thiy rang Chtia Giésu da
dung: cai chét ciia Ngai da mang lai két qua to
I6n. N6 ¢ mo ra kha nang on ctu rdi cho tat
ca moi nguoi!

Sau d6, Chua Giésu tiép tuc néi: “Ai phuc vu
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his disciples shares the same call that he had:
to “die” so that they can produce great fruit.
But how? St. Lawrence, whose feast we
celebrate today, shows us one very heroic way.
Lawrence was a deacon in Rome during the
persecution of the emperor Valerian in AD
258. When the prefect of Rome commanded
him to hand the riches of the Church over to
the emperor, Lawrence produced the widows,
the orphans, and the poor whom the Church
had been supporting. “These are the treasures
of the Church,” he declared. The prefect
promptly arrested him and had him burned to
death on a gridiron.

As for us? We may not be facing arrest or
martyrdom, but each of us has many
opportunities to “die” for our faith in the
course of our day. Saying no to a particularly
strong temptation, being patient or generous
with a difficult person, maintaining honesty in
a dishonest climate, or just facing a dreary day
with hope in the Lord—these are just a few of
the ways we can lay down our lives and choose
God above our immediate desires.

Jesus promises that every time we “die” in this
way, we bear fruit. Our witness might inspire a
person facing a battle we know nothing about.
Our humility might defuse a tense situation.
Our faithfulness might move someone to seek
the Lord for themselves. And over all of this,
we will bear the sweet fruit of a deeper
relationship with God.

“Lord, I offer you my day. I trust you to make
it fruitful

t0i, thi phai theo t6i” (Ga 12,26). Mdi mon dé
cua Ngai déu c6 chung mot 16i moi goi ma
Ngai di yéu cau: hiy “chét di” dé ho cd thé
sinh hoa két trai t6t dep. Nhung bang céch
nao? Thanh Lawrence, nguoi ma chang ta
mung I hém nay, cho chlng ta thdy mot cach
rat anh hung. Lawrence 1a mot Pho té & Rome
trong cudc dan ap cia hoang dé Valerian vao
nam 258. Khi quan thai tht cuia Rome ra Iénh
cho ngai giao tai san cua Giao hoi cho hoang
dé, Lawrence da mang dén nhitng goa phu, tré
md coi va ngudi nghéo ma Gido hoi da giup
ds. “Pay la nhitng kho bau cua Gido hoi,” ngai
tuyén bd. Quan thai tha da nhanh chong bat
ngai va thiu chét ngai trén mot tim ludi sit.

Con d6i véi ching ta? Ching ta c6 thé khong
phai d6i mat véi viéc bi bat hoic tir vi dao,
nhung mdi ngudi trong chung ta déu ¢ nhiéu
co hoi dé “chét” di vi duc tin cua ching ta
trong ngay séng cua ching ta. N6i khéng véi
mot cam dé dic biét nao d6, kién nhan hoic
rong lugng véi mot ngudi kho tinh, duy tri sy
trung thuc trong moi treong khong trung thuec,
hodc chi dbi mat véi mot ngdy am dam véi hy
vong vao Chua - day chi la mot vai cach ching
ta c6 thé thuc hién cudc sdng ciia minh va chon
Thién Chua trén nhitng ham mudn trudéc mat
cua chung ta.

Chua Giésu hua rang mdi khi ching ta “chét”
di theo cach nay, chung ta s& sinh hoa trai.
Chung tir ciia ching ta cé thé truyén cam hang
cho mot nguoi dang ddi mat véi mot tran chién
ma ching ta khong biét gi vé n6. Su khiém tn
cua ching ta c6 thé xoa diu tinh hinh cing
thang. Sy trung thanh cua ching ta c6 thé thic
day ai d6 tim kiém Chua cho chinh ho. Va trén
tat ca nhitng diéu nay, ching ta s& mang lai tréi
ngot cho méi twong quan sdu sic hon Vi
Thién Chua.

Lay Chua, con xin dang Chua ngay cua con.
Con tin twong Chua sé lam cho n6 co ket qua.
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