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Mt 5, 13-16 ) M,atthew 5:13-16
Anh em la muoi caa the gian (Mt 5,13)

Everybody’s looking for something. Some
strive for wealth, others pursue power, and still
others seek human affirmation. But none of
these are truly satisfying. As Pope St. John
Paul 1l told the pilgrims gathered for World
Youth Day 2000, “It is Jesus in fact that you
seek when you dream of happiness; he is
waiting for you when nothing else you find
satisfies you.”

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples how
they can help people find the One who satisfies
their deepest longing. He declares that they are
“the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13). He is
saying that a “holy” person brings flavor and
life into the world. A holy person—a disciple
of Jesus—reflects the goodness of God simply
by becoming the man or woman God created
them to be.

This turns our ideas about holiness upside
down! When we consider the saints, we think,
“That could never be me.” With their heroic
deeds and their self-denial and suffering, they
seem more like Jesus than like us.

But it’s important to remember that Jesus
spoke these words not only to his apostles, but
also to the crowd gathered around them. He
spoke them to everyday men and women just
like us. That means that we can all be “salt of
the earth” (Matthew 5:13). As we “lose” our
lives and follow Jesus, we “find” a more lively,

Ai ciing tim kiém diéu gi d6. Co nguoi phan
dau vi gidu sang, c6 nguoi theo dudi quyén luc,
va c6 ngudi tim kiém sy khing dinh cua con
ngudi. Nhung khong diéu nao trong sé nay
thuc su thoa man. Nhu Bac Thanh Gido Hoang
Gioan Phaol6 II da néi véi cac tin hitu tham du
Ngay Gidi tré Thé gio¢i nim 2000: “Khi cac
con mo udc hanh phuc, chinh Chua Giésu la
Pang ma cac con tim kiém; Ngai dang cho doi
céc con khi khong c6 diéu gi khac 1am céc con
thoa man.”

Trong bai Tin Mung hdm nay, Chaa Giésu noi
V6i cac mon dé cach ho co thé gitp moi nguoi
tim thay Pang théa man khat vong sau tham
nhat cua ho. Ngai tuyén bd rang ho 1a “mudi
cua dat” (Matthéu 5,13). Ngai mudn néi ring
mot ngudi “thanh thién” mang lai huong vi va
su song cho thé giéi. Mot nguoi thanh thién —
mot mon dé cua Chda Giésu — phan &nh long
t6t cua Thién Chua chi don gian bang céch tro
thanh nguoi nam hodc nguoi nit ma Thién
Chua da tao dung nén.

biéu nay dao nguoc quan niém cia ching ta vé
sy thanh thién! Khi nghi vé céc vi thanh, chiing
ta nghi: “Toi khong bao gid c6 thé nhu vay.”
V/6i nhitng hanh dong anh hung, sy hy sinh va
dau kho cia ho, ho duong nhu giéng Chua
Giésu hon 1a gidng ching ta.

Nhung diéu quan trong can nhé 1a Chla Giésu
khong chi ndi nhitng 15i ndy voi cac tong dd,
ma con vai dam dong tu tap xung quanh ho.
Ngai noi nhirng 161 nay véi nhitng nguoi nam
nit binh thuong nhu ching ta. Piéu d6 c6 nghia
|2 tat ca chung ta déu c6 thé 1a “mudi cia dat”
(Mt 5,13). Khi chtng ta “tir b6” cudc séng cua
minh va di theo Chua Giésu, ching ta “tim
thay” mot cudc song sdng dong, thi vi va “day
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exciting, “flavorful” life growing within us.
We become more generous with our time and
resources. We are more merciful and kind to
the people around us. And we demonstrate the
peace of Christ, even in challenging
circumstances. And that new life makes us
more attractive to everyone else.

St. Thomas Aquinas wrote, “Grace does not
destroy nature but perfects it” (Summa 1.1.8).
To be holy is not to deny our humanity. It is
the way God made us to live. His sanctifying
grace builds upon the nature and personality
we already have, making it clearer, stronger,
and more beautiful.

Without Jesus, life can be a bland, endless, and
futile flight from pain and difficulty. But with
Jesus, life becomes an adventure with the God
who loves us. As we walk with him, we
become more ourselves and yet more like him.
And that makes us more “salty” in a world
yearning for life.

“Jesus, I want to become more like you—the
salt of the earth.”

huong vi” hon dang 16n Ién trong ching ta.
Chung ta tro nén rong luong hon vai thoi gian
va nguon lyc ciia minh. Ching ta thwong xot
va ttr té hon vé6i nhitng ngudi xung quanh. Va
ching ta thé hién su binh an cua Chua Kitd,
ngay ca trong nhirng hoan canh kho khan. Va
cudc sdng mai d6 1am cho ching ta tré nén hap
dan hon d6i véi moi nguoi khac.

Théanh Téma Aquinas di viét: “An sing khong
hay diét ban chat ma lam cho né hoan thién”
(Summa 1.1.8). Séng thanh thién khdng co
nghia la phu nhan nhén tinh cua chang ta. Do
la cach ma Thién Chda tao dung nén chdng ta.
An stng thanh hoa caa Ngai xay dung trén ban
chat va nhan cach ma chung ta di co, lam cho
no 1o rang hon, manh mé hon va dep hon.

Néu khong c6 Chlia Giésu, cudc séng co thé la
mot sy té nhat, vO tan va vo nghia, chi la chay
trén khoi ndi dau va kho khin. Nhung voi
Chla Giésu, cudc séng tré thanh mét cudc
phiéu luu cung véi Thién Chua, Pang yéu
thuong chung ta. Khi budc di cung Ngai,
ching ta cang tré¢ nén la chinh minh hon,
nhung d6ng thoi ciing cang gidng Ngai hon.
Va diéu d6 khién chlng ta tré nén “man ma”
hon trong mot thé gigi dang khao khat sy song.

Lay Chta Giésu, con mudn tré nén giéng Chia
hon — muoi cua dat.

i Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.

TSI

@

it

a

@S

?Fg@

5 S B B S B B

O



