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Mt 10, 1-7 Matthew 10:1-7

Hay loan bao rang: “Nwéc Thién Chla da gan dén.” (Mt 10,7)

Can you imagine what people of Jesus’ time
must have thought when they first heard his
apostles proclaim these words? First-century
Palestine didn’t look like anybody’s idea of
heaven. The people were under Roman
occupation, and life was hard. There was
sickness, disease, and poverty. Where was this
kingdom?

But Jesus’ command to preach the kingdom
wasn’t a mistake. He wanted the people to
know that there was hope. Yes, this hope
called for repentance (Matthew 4:17). But that
repentance would lead them into a life of
freedom and deliverance. A new world was
coming, and the Messiah was here to bring it
about!

So the disciples did as Jesus had commanded
them. They preached the gospel. They cured
the sick, raised the dead, and cast out demons.
People’s lives were changed, and the kingdom
began to spread.

This is how the kingdom of God spreads today.
It might seem to be happening little by little,
but it is spreading. Consider, after two
thousand years, how much that “little by little”
has grown! Think of the churches, the schools,
the hospitals, the orphanages, and ministries
that have developed over all that time. Think of
the many saints in centuries gone by—and the
many saints in our own day—who have
touched countless lives: Mother Teresa, Oscar
Romero, and a teenager named Carlo Acutis.

And then there’s you. You may not think of
yourself as having any special part to play in
the growth of the kingdom of God. But every

Ban c6 thé tuong tugng nguoi dan thoi Chua
Giésu da nghi gi khi lan dau tién nghe cac téng
d6 cua Ngai rao giang nhiing 10i nay? Palestine
thé ky tha nhat khong gidng nhu hinh dung vé
thién dang cua bat ky ai. Nguoi dan bi La M&
chiém déng, va cudc sbng rat kho khan. Co
bénh tat, nghéo déi. Vuong qudc nay hién dang
& dau?

Nhung ménh 1énh cia Chiia Giésu vé viéc rao
giang vé vuong qudc khéng phai 1a mot sai
lam. Ngai mudn moi nguoi biét rang c6 hy
vong. Vang, hy vong nay doi hdi sy an nan (Mt
4,17). Nhung su 4n nan d6 s& dan ho dén mot
cudc soéng tu do va duoc giai thoat. Mot thé
giéi moi dang dén, va Pang Mésia da dén dé
mang n6 dén!

Vi vay, cac mon dé da lam theo nhu Chua
Giésu da truyén day. Ho rao giang Tin mung.
Ho chita lanh ngudi bénh, lam cho nguoi chét
s6ng lai va dudi quy. Cudc song ciia moi ngudi
da thay doi, va vuong qudc bat dau lan rong.

Pay 1a cach vuong qubc ciia Thién Chda lan
rong ngay nay. C6 vé nhu né dang dién ra tung
chdt mot, nhung né dang lan rong. Hay xem
xét, sau hai nghin nam, su “trng chat mot” do
da phat trién dén mic nao! Hiy nghi vé nhiing
nha tho, truong hoc, bénh vién, trai tré mo coi
va cac hoat dong muc vu da phat trién trong
suét thoi gian d6. Hay nghi vé nhiéu vi thanh
trong nhiing thé ky da qua—va nhiéu vi thanh
trong thoi dai ching ta—nhirng nguoi da cham
dén vo sb cudc doi: Me Teresa, Oscar Romero,
va mot thiéu nién tén 1a Carlo Acutis.

Va rdi ¢6 ban. C6 thé ban khong nghi minh c6
vai tro dac biét nao trong su phéat trien cua
vuong quoc Thién Chda. Nhung moi khi ban
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