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Thir Nam, 4-6-2026. Nam A
Tuan 9 Thwong Nién

Mc 12, 28-34 Mark 12:28-34

Ai mudn 1am ngwoi 16n trong sé cac ngwoi thi phai 1am t6i té cia cac ngwoi (Mt 20,26)
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Hear, O Israell The Lord our God is Lord
alone! You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength. (Mark 12:29-
30)

Every morning, the first thing that Jews in
ancient Israel did was recite the prayer above, a
prayer called the Shema. This prayer was also
written on a small piece of parchment and
fixed to their doorposts for them to touch every
time they passed through the door
(Deuteronomy 6:9). In fact, many Jews around
the world continue this practice today. So it’s
no surprise that Jesus used this prayer to
answer the scribe’s question about the greatest
commandment.

This beautiful prayer proclaims that Israel has
only one God, and that he is God over all of
creation. He isn’t just one of many “gods” like
the idols of neighboring nations; he was and is
omnipotent, loving, powerful, and faithful.
This God who created the universe and
everything in it is the same God who made a
covenant with the people of Israel out of love
for them. History had shown him to be faithful,
even when the people weren’t. For all of these
reasons, God was worthy of their obedience
and love.

We might not be as intimately familiar with the
Shema as this scribe was, but Jesus makes it
clear that it is just as important to us today. It
reminds us what’s central to our faith: who
God is and how we should relate to him. He is
the Lord of all, and it is only fitting that we try

H&i Israel, hay nghe! Buac Giavé, Thién Chua
ching ta, 14 Chda duy nhat! Nguoi phai yéu
mén Duc Giavé, Thién Chia nguoi, hét long,
hét linh hdn, hét tri khon va hét sic luc. (Mc
12,29-30)

MGi budi sang, viéc dau tién ma ngudi Do Thai
& lIsrael xua 1am 1a doc loi cau nguyén trén,
mot loi cau nguyén goi la Shema. Loi cau
nguyén nay ciing duoc viét trén mot manh gidy
da nho va gin vao khung cira dé ho cham vao
mdi khi di qua ctra (Pnl 6,9). Trén thuc té,
nhiéu nguoi Do Thai trén khap thé gigi van
tiép tuc thyc hanh diéu nay ngay nay. Vi vay,
khéng cd gi ngac nhién khi Chda Giésu dung
loi cau nguyén nay dé tra loi cau hoi coa thay
day luat vé diéu ran 16n nhat.

Loi cau nguyén tuyét dep nay tuyén bd rang
Israel chi c6 mot Thién Chua, va Ngai la Thién
Chua cai quan toan bo thu tao. Ngai khéng chi
la mot trong nhiéu “than” nhu cac than tuong
cua cac qudc gia lan can; Ngai da va dang la
Pang toan ning, yéu thuong, quyén ning va
trung tin. Thién Chua, Pang tao dyng vil tru va
moi vat trong d9d, cling chinh 1a Thién Chua da
lap giao udc voi dan Israel vi tinh yéu thuong
danh cho ho. Lich su da chang to Ngai luén
trung tin, ngay ca khi dan chung khong nhu
vay. Vi tat ca nhitng ly do nay, Thién Chula
xung dang nhan duogc sy vang phuc va tinh yéu
thuong cua ho.

Co6 thé ching ta khong quen thudc véi kinh
Shema nhu vi kinh su kia, nhung Chta Giésu
da lam 16 rang kinh nay ciing quan trong véi
chang ta ngay nay. N6 nhic nhg ching ta vé
diéu cbt 16i trong duc tin cua minh: Thién
Chua la ai va ching ta nén c6 méi quan hé nhu
thé nao voi Ngai. Ngai 1a Chla té cua mudn
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to love him with all that we are.

Do something different today. Before you
leave home, and again as you get ready for bed
tonight, pray the Shema. As you recite this
prayer, remind yourself that you have only one
God. Consider his greatness and the mercy he
has shown you, and acknowledge him as Lord.
Then, in your own words, tell him that you
want to love and serve him with all of your
heart and soul, mind and strength. Do it again
when you start the day tomorrow, and the next
day, and the next. Let this consecration
develop into a daily habit. Over time, you’ll
find yourself more able to love the Lord with
everything you are.

“Lord, you alone are my God. | want to love
and serve you with everything [ am.”

loai, va diéu xtimg dang 1a chang ta cb ging
yéu thuong Ngai hét Iong hét da.

Hay 1am diéu gi d6 khac biét hom nay. Trudc
khi roi nha, va mét 1an nixa khi chuan bi di ngu
t6i nay, hay cau nguyén kinh Shema. Khi doc
kinh nay, hay ty nhic nha minh rang ban chi
c6 mot Thién Chua. Hay suy ngim vé su vi dai
va long thuong x6t ma Ngai da danh cho ban,
va hdy thira nhan Ngai 1a Chta. Sau d6, bang
loi caa chinh minh, hdy néi véi Ngai rang ban
mubn yéu thuong va phung su Ngai hét long,
hét linh hon, hét tri va hét sac lyc. Hay 1am lai
diéu d6 khi ban bat dau ngdy méi vao ngay
mai, va ngay kia, va ngay tiép theo nira. Hay
dé su dang hién nay tro thanh mot théi quen
hang ngay. Theo thoi gian, ban s& thay minh
cang c¢6 kha nang yéu mén Chda hét 1ong hon.

Lay Chua, chi c6 Chua la Thién Chta cua con.
Con muon yéu thuong va phung su Chua hét
long.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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