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Thir Ba, 30-6-2026. Nam A
Tuan 13 Thwong Nién

Mt 8, 23-27 Matthew 8:23-27
Lay Chua, xin ctru chung con! (Mt 8,25)
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If you’ve ever had trouble sleeping, you might
envy Jesus in this scene in today’s Gospel.
Wouldn’t it be nice to be as calm as he was
during that storm? If only you had the same
kind of trust that he had, you wouldn’t have so
many fears and anxieties keeping you awake!

But to think that faith can automatically banish
every fear might be unrealistic. Note that while
Jesus did point out the disciples’ weak faith, he
didn’t tell them, “You’re overreacting.” On one
level, their reactions made sense: this was a
“violent” and sudden storm, so extreme that
the boat was getting “swamped by waves”
(Matthew 8:24). It’s a rare person who
wouldn’t experience fear in such a setting!

So what should we make of this story?

First, it confirms that God won’t always shield
us from things that strike fear in our hearts.
Whether it’s danger, tragedy, or an unexpected
and immediate threat, terrible things happen
that trigger our fight-or-flight reaction.
Situations like these can do more than just test
our faith; they can draw us closer to the Lord
and help forge our character. No one becomes
courageous, after all, without having to face
and deal with their fears!

Second, it will sometimes seem that Jesus is
distant, and even asleep, as we face challenges.
But that doesn’t mean he has left us. He is
always “in the boat” with us, no matter what.

Néu ban tirng khé ngu, ban c6 thé ghen tj voi
Chua Giésu trong canh tugng nay trong bai
Phic Am hém nay. That tuyét voi néu ching ta
¢ thé binh tinh nhu Ngai trong con bio dé!
Gia nhu ban c6 cung long tin nhu Ngai, ban sé
khong c6 nhiéu ndi so hai va lo ling khién ban
mat ngu!

Nhung nghi rang dirc tin ¢ thé ty dong xua tan
moi ndi so hai co 1& 1a khdng thyc té. Hay luu
y rang trong khi Chla Giésu da chi ra duc tin
yéu kém cua cac mon dé, Ngai khong noi voéi
ho, “Céc con dang phan ung thai qua.” O mot
khia canh nao d6, phan @ng caa ho 1a dé hiéu:
day 1a mot con bao “dir doi” va dot ngot, dir
doi dén ndi thuyeén bi “song nhan chim” (Mt
8,24). Hiém co nguoi nao khong cam thiy so
hai trong hoan canh nhu vay!

Vay chlng ta nén hiéu cau chuyén nay nhu thé
nao?

Thir nhat, n6 khang dinh rang Chtia khéng phai
lac nao ciing che ché ching ta khoi nhimg diéu
gay so hi trong 1ong. Cho du d6 14 nguy hiém,
bi kich, hay mot méi de doa bat ngo va tac
thoi, nhimg diéu khang khiép xay ra s& kich
hoat phan tng chién dau hoic bo chay cua
ching ta. Nhitng tinh huéng nhu thé nay khdng
chi thir thach dac tin caa chung ta; chdng con
c6 thé kéo chung ta dén gan Chtia hon va giup
ren luyén nhan céach. Suy cho cung, khéng ai
tré nén can dam néu khong phai déi mat va
vuot qua ndi so hai cua minh!

Thir hai, d6i khi chang ta s& cam thiy Chua
Giésu xa cach, tham chi nhu dang ngi, khi ddi
mat voi nhitng thr thach. Nhung diéu do
khong c6 nghia 1a Ngai da bod roi ching ta.
Ngai luén “o trong thuyén” véi chlng ta, bat
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He will provide us with the kind of help he
knows we truly need—and at the time he
knows we truly need it.

Third, just because Jesus seems distant doesn’t
mean we shouldn’t keep praying. The disciples
cried out, “Lord, save us!” even when it
seemed that he might not (Matthew 8:25).
They might have been men “of little faith,” but
they exercised the faith that they did have, and
Jesus saved them (8:26). Even when we feel
unworthy, Jesus still loves us. He still cares for
us. And he still wants to save us—again,
according to his wisdom and his timing.

So don’t let fear overwhelm you. Find your
voice again. And find the courage and faith
you need to cry out to the Lord.

“Jesus, I know my faith is weak—but so do
you. Lord, I still trust that you will save me!”

ké diéu gi xay ra. Ngai s& cung cap cho ching
ta su gitp d& ma Ngai biét ching ta thuc su
can — va vao thoi diém Ngai biét ching ta thuc
Sy can.

Thir ba, chi vi Chia Giésu co6 vé xa cach khong
c6 nghia 13 chung ta khong nén tiép tuc cau
nguyén. Cac mon dé da kéu 1én: “Lay Chua,
Xin ctu ching con!” ngay ca khi duong nhu
Ngai khong thé (Mt 8,25). Ho c6 thé Ia nhiing
nguoi “it duc tin”, nhung ho da thé hién duc
tin ma ho co, va Chua Giésu da ctru ho (8,26).
Ngay ca khi ching ta cam thdy khdng xung
dang, Chla Giésu van yéu thuong chung ta.
Ngai van quan tdm dén ching ta. Va Ngai van
mubn ctu chdng ta — mot lan nira, theo sy
khon ngoan va thoi diém cia Ngai.

Viy nén dimg dé ndi so hdi ché ngu ban. Hay
tim lai tiéng ndi cuia minh. Va hay tim thiy
long can dam va duc tin can thiét dé cau
nguyén véi Chua.

Lay Chua Giésu, con biét duc tin cua con yéu
duoi—nhung Chua cling biét diéu d6. Lay
Chua, con van tin rang Chua sé ctru con!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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