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Thir Nam, 2-7-2026. Nam A
Tuan 13 Thwong Nién

Am 7, 10-17 ) Amos 7:10-17
Pirng noi tién tri chong lai Israel (Am 7,16)
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When historians in the future look back at our
present, they will likely dub this the “Age of
the Influencer.” Social media is filled with
videos of people recommending new products.
Many are health and beauty products that
promise to turn back ageing, build muscle, and
restore vitality. It sounds good, but there’s a
catch: some influencers are paid by the makers
of these products to say such positive things.

Amos was definitely not a paid influencer! He
was determined to deliver the unvarnished
truth, even if it made powerful people
uncomfortable. But because he prophesied
against the king, the chief priest, Amaziah,
tried to banish him. “Never again prophesy in
Bethel; for it is the king’s sanctuary and a royal
temple” (Amos 7:13). He hoped that by getting
rid of the messenger, he could safely ignore the
message.

How about you? Have you ever had to hear a
difficult message? Maybe you’ve been
convicted by a Scripture passage or a pointed
focus in a homily or even a challenge from
your own child or another loved one. It’s
human nature to want to hear only good things
about ourselves, but sometimes the Lord puts
someone in the right place at the right time
with just the right words to shake us up.

No one grows in holiness if they are
surrounded by people who only affirm them.
We all need people in our lives who are willing
to help us see our blind spots and challenge us
when necessary. So when you hear such a

Khi cac nha str hoc tuong lai nhin lai hién tai,
ho c6 thé s& goi ddy 1a “Thoi dai cua ngudi co
suc anh huong”. Mang xa hoi tran ngap cac
video vé nhimg ngudi gigi thiéu san pham mai.
Nhiéu san pham trong s d6 1a san phiam cham
s6c sic khoe va sic dep, htra hen 1am cham
qua trinh 130 hoa, ting co bap va phuc hdi stc
séng. Nghe c6 vé tot, nhung c6 mot didu can
luu y: mot s6 nguoi €6 sac anh huong dugc
c4c nha san xuat tra tién dé noi nhimg diéu tich
cuc nhu vay.

Amos chac chan khdng phai 1a ngudi c6 sic
anh huéng duoc tra tién! Ong quyét tam truyén
dat su that tran trui, ngay ca khi diéu d6 khién
nhitng nguoi quyén luc cam thay khé chiu.
Nhung vi 6ng da tién tri chdng lai nha vua,
thay té 18 truong, Amaziah, da c6 gang truc
Xuat ong. “Nguoi chd bao gio néi tién tri &
Béthel nita; vi do 1a noi thanh cua vua va la
dén tho hoang gia” (Am 7,13). Ong hy vong
rang bang céach loai bo nguoi dua tin, 6ng cd
thé an toan bo qua thong diép.

Con ban thi sao? Ban da bao gio phai nghe mot
thong diép kho nghe chua? Co6 1€ ban da bi lay
dong boi mot doan Kinh Théanh, mot diém
nhan manh trong bai giang, hoic tham chi la
mot thir thach tur chinh con céi hoac nguoi than
yéu cua ban. Ban chat con ngudi la chi mudn
nghe nhimg diéu tot dep vé ban than, nhung
do6i khi Chua dat ai d6 vao dung hoan canh,
dung thoi diém véi nhiing 1oi 18 dung dan dé
thac tinh ching ta.

Khong ai ¢ thé truong thanh trong su thanh
thién néu ho chi duoc bao quanh boi nhiing
nguoi chi khang dinh ho. Tt ca chung ta déu
can nhitng ngudi sin 1ong gitp chdng ta nhan
ra nhitng diém ml cta minh va thach thic
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message, don’t compound the situation by
doubling down or trying to shout down the
person who speaks it to you. Amaziah made
this mistake, claiming that “the country cannot
endure” Amos’ words (Amos 7:10).

The better response is to examine your heart to
see if there is any truth to what you’ve heard.
Ask the Lord for the grace to correct any area
in your life where you may be falling short of
his will. And then trust that he will show you
the way forward. Remember: God never
convicts us of sin without also giving us a
sense of hope and a willingness to make
amends. If you follow this conviction, repent
of any sin you see, and decide to make a
change, he will honor your humility and
sincerity of heart.

“Jesus, help me to be open to those who will
speak a truth that can set me free!”

chang ta khi can thiét. Vi vay, khi ban nghe
mot thong diép nhu vay, ding lam tram trong
thém tinh hinh bang céch c¢é chap hoic ¢b gang
phan bac ngudi ndi. A-ma-xi-a da mac sai 1am
nay, khi cho rang “dat nuéc khong thé chiu
dung néi” 1o caa A-mét (Am 7,10).

Phan @ng tét hon 1a hiy xem xét tim long
minh dé xem c6 sy that ndo trong nhimg diéu
ban dd nghe hay khong. Hay cau xin Chia ban
on dé stra chira bat ky linh vuc ndo trong cudc
séng ma ban c6 thé dang khong dat duoc y
mudn cua Ngai. Va sau d6 hiy tin twong rang
Ngai sé chi cho ban con duong phia trudc. Hay
nhé: Chia khdng bao gio két toi ching ta ma
khéng ban cho ching ta niém hy vong va su
san long stra d6i. Néu ban giir vitng niém tin
nay, an nan hdi cai moi toi I6i ma ban nhan
thay, va quyét dinh thay doi, Ngai s& tran trong
su khiém nhuong va long thanh that caa ban.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin giup con m¢ long don
nhan nhiing nguoi noi 1én I& that co thé giai
thoat con!

Mt 9, 1-8

Piéu nao dé hon? (Mt 9,5)

Matthew 9: 1-8

How would you answer that question? Is it
easier to say “Your sins are forgiven” or to say
“Rise and walk” (Matthew 9:5)? At first you
might think that healing someone who is
paralyzed is far more difficult—and far more
important. Let’s face it, we hear the words “I
absolve you from your sins” in the Prayer of
Absolution every time we go to Confession.
And we routinely ask for and give forgiveness
in our personal relationships. So hearing words
of forgiveness might seem more commonplace
or “‘easy.”

But nothing could be further from the truth.
And the key comes—again—from the Prayer
of Absolution. How have our sins been

Ban s& tra |oi cau hoi do nhu thé nao? Néi “Toi
16i cia anh em da duoc tha thi” hay “Hay
dung day va budce di” (Mt 9,5) ¢6 d& dang hon
khong? Luc dau, ban cé thé nghi rang viéc
chira lanh mot nguoi bi liét kho hon rat nhiéu -
va quan trong hon rat nhiéu. Hay suy nghi vé
nd, ching ta nghe thay nhitng tir “Téi tha thir
cho ban khoi t6i 15i ctia ban” trong Loi Nguyén
Giai Toi moi khi ching ta di xung toi. Va
chung ta thuong xuyén cau xin va cho sy tha
thr trong cac moi lién hé ca nhan cua ching ta.
Vi vay, nghe nhiing 1oi tha thir ¢6 vé phd bién
hon hoic “dé dang” hon.

Khéng gi c6 thé bang su that. Va bi quyét dén -
mot lan nira - tor Loi nguyén cua sy tha toi.
Lam thé nao ma toi 10i cua ching ta da duoc

TSI

S Sy S Sy S By B By B 0 0 By By o

<0
e
L
(]
<0
2
(]
L
%
L
%
o
By
2
By
L
5
L0
:%i'@
@

7



)

2o

e

L5 % L, E0, I, 0, B, 0 R 8, IR, I, 5%, &85, R R, IR,
b (Lb? (‘%‘$ a%% a@% (‘gﬂ%ﬁ‘“% (L@ (L@ (L@ “%%%%‘

A S SR S SR S

forgiven? How has God reconciled the world
to himself? “Through the death and
resurrection of his Son.” Jesus knew that the
Father had given him the authority to forgive
sins. But he also knew that forgiveness would
cost him his life. Forgiveness was, in fact, the
more difficult healing for Jesus to offer the
man who was paralyzed!

As much as we might be amazed at the idea of
bones and muscles and ligaments being knitted
together to bring healing to a paralyzed man—
and it is amazing!-—we are offered a more
hard-won healing in the forgiveness of our
sins. It’s available to us every time we come to
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. When Jesus
forgave the man in today’s Gospel, he brought
him to life spiritually. Jesus was freeing him
from sin. He was removing the rejection and
fear that came from the way other people had
treated him.

Jesus offers us the same forgiveness, freedom,
and healing. It might not be as outwardly
visible as a physical healing. But it changes us
deeply. It changes how we walk in this world,
our decisions and actions. It lifts us up and
brings us joy.

It is halfway through the year. How long has it
been since you’ve gone to Confession? Your
parish probably has times for Confession
scheduled this weekend. Come to Jesus in the
sacrament and receive the forgiveness and
healing that he suffered so greatly to win for
you.

“Jesus, thank you for the surpassing value of
the healing and mercy that I can receive in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation!”

tha thr? Thién Chua da hoa giai thé gioi voi
chinh Ngai nhu thé ndo? “Qua sy chét va su
séng lai cua Con Ngai”. Chtia Giésu biét ring
Chtia Cha di ban cho Ngai quyén tha toi.
Nhung Ngai ciing biét rang su tha thu s& khién
Ngai phai tra gia bang mang song. That ra, su
tha thit kho hon sy chita lanh dbi véi Chia
Giésu ban cho nguoi bi bai liét!

Chung ta c6 thé ngac nhién dén mirc nao trudc
y tuéng xuong, co va ddy chang duoc dan lai
v6i nhau dé chixa lanh cho mét nguoi bi liét -
va diéu d6 that tuyét voi! - Chung ta dugc ban
cho sy chira lanh khé khan hon dé tha tha cho
toi 16i cua chung ta. N6 ludn san sang cho
chang ta mdi khi ching ta dén véi Bi tich Hoa
giai. Khi Chla Giésu tha thir cho nguoi bai liét
trong Tin mimg hom nay, Ngai da lam cho anh
ta séng lai vé mat thiéng liéng. Chia Giésu da
giai thoat anh ta khoi toi 16i. Ngai dang loai bo
su tir chéi va so hai dén tir cach ngudi khac di
Xt V6i anh ay.

Chua Giésu ban cho chung ta on tha tht, sy tu
do va chita lanh nhu nhau. N6 c6 thé khéng thé
hién ra bén ngoai nhu mdt phuong phap chira
bénh vé thé 1y. Nhung né thay ddi ching ta
mot cach sau sic. No thay doi cach ching ta
budc di trong thé giéi nay, cac quyét dinh va
hanh dong caa ching ta. NO néng chdng ta Ién
va mang lai cho ching ta niém vui.

Bay gio 1a nira nam r6i. P bao lau roi ban
khong di xung t6i? Gio xir cua ban c6 thé c6
thoi gian dé Xung t6i duoc 18n lich vao cudi
tuan nay. Hay dén véi Chua Giésu trong Bi
tich va nhan dugc on tha thir va sy chira lanh
ma Ngai da phai chiu dung rat nhiéu dé gianh
lay cho ban.

Lay Chla Giésu, con cam on Chiia vé gia tri
vuot troi cua sy chira lanh va long thuong xot
ma con cO thé nhdn dwoc trong Bi tich Hoa
giai!
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