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Thir Tw, 17-6-2026. Nam A
Tuan 11 Thwong Nién

Mt 6, 1-6. 16-18 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

Cha anh em 13 P4Ang thau suét mei bi 4n sé tra cong cho anh em (Mt 6,18)

Ry R 0 0y 0y 0y B

P

Reading this one verse in isolation might make
us ask some uncomfortable questions: Is this
all the Christian life comes down to? Doing the
right thing so that God will “repay” us for it
(Matthew 6:18)? Whatever happened to the
idea that goodness is its own reward?

Of course, acts like fasting and giving alms are
good in and of themselves. Even if God never
rewarded us, we should still do them. But
Jesus’ teaching on these acts of piety is not
limited to a reward system. It’s more about our
relationship with our heavenly Father and with
the people around us. In fact, that’s the real
“reward”!

We know that fasting is good for us. It helps
cleanse our mind of selfish thoughts, and it
teaches us the virtue of self-denial. It’s also
obvious that almsgiving is good for the poor
and the hungry. But those are all “practical”
rewards. There are even deeper rewards that
God gives us when we practice them.

Take fasting, for instance. Yes, we grow in
self-control and discipline when we fast, but
fasting can also draw us closer to Jesus. We
can take the time we would have spent
preparing and eating a meal and spend it in
prayer. Rather than filling our bodies with
food, we can fill our hearts with his presence!

As for almsgiving, of course it helps the poor.
But every time we make a donation, we can
also experience the reward of solidarity with
brothers and sisters we might tend to ignore.

Doc riéng cau Kinh Thanh nay cé thé khién
chung ta dat ra nhitng cau hoi kho chiu: Phai
ching cudc séng Kitd hitu chi goi gon trong
diéu nay? Lam diéu dtng dé Chua “dén dap”
chang ta (Mt 6,18)? Y niém ring long tét tu n6
da 1a phan thuong roi sao?

Di nhién, nhitng viéc lam nhu an chay va b
thi Ia tét lanh ty than. Ngay ca khi Chda khéng
bao gid ban thudng cho chiing ta, chling ta van
nén lam nhitng viéc d6. Nhung 161 day caa
Chula Giésu vé nhitng viéc lam dao duc nay
khong chi gi¢i han & hé théng phan thuong. N6
con lién quan dén mdi quan hé cua ching ta
v6i Cha trén troi va véi nhitng nguoi xung
quanh. Trén thuc té, d6 méi 1a “phan thuong”
thuc su!

Chung ta biét rang an chay tot cho ching ta.
N6 gidp thanh tay tam tri khoi nhitng suy nghi
ich ky, va day chung ta dtrc tinh ty hy sinh. RG
rang 1a b6 thi tot cho ngudi nghéo va ngudi
d6i. Nhung d6 déu Ia nhitng phan thuéng “thuc
té”. Con ¢ nhitng phan thuéng sau sic hon ma
Chua ban cho chung ta khi chdng ta thuc hanh
chang.

Vi du nhu viéc an chay. Pang vay, ching ta
truong thanh hon trong viéc ty chu va ky luat
khi an chay, nhung an chay ciing c6 thé dua
chung ta &én gan Chua Giésu hon. Chung ta co
thé danh thoi gian 18 ra dé chuan bi va an uéng
cho viéc cau nguyén. Thay vi lap day than thé
bang thirc an, chiing ta c6 thé lap day tréi tim
minh bang sy hién dién caa Ngai!

Con Vé viéc bb thi, di nhién né giup d& nguoi
nghéo. Nhung mdi lan ching ta quyén gop,
chung ta ciing c6 thé trai nghiém phan thudng
cua su lién dai véi anh chi em ma chung ta co
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Almsgiving gives us the opportunity to carry | thé thuong bé qua. B thi cho chung ta co hoi %
@v

S
% their needs to our Father in prayer as if they | mang nhiing nhu cau cua ho 1én véi Cha trong %
= &‘ were our own needs—and that helps soften our | 61 cau nguyén nhu thé do6 1a nhu cau cua chinh %‘
% hearts and makes us both more generous and | ching ta - va di€u do gip lam mém long %é%
« more gentle toward others. ching ta va khien chlng ta tré nén quang dai ﬂ‘
?g} va diu dang hon d6i véi ngudi khac. %
Ve N
@ There’s nothing wrong with seeking the | Khong co gi sai khi tim kiém nhiing phan %‘
RE rewards that come from a life of holiness. After | thudng den tor mot cugc song thanh thién. Xg’zt %
@ all, these rewards reach far more deeply into | cho cung, nhiing phan thuéng nay cham deén %‘
o= our hearts and are far more valuable than the | trai tim ghl]ng ta sau sac hon nhieu va co gjé tri %é%
% rewards that come from selfish acts. In fact, | hon nhi€u so véi nhitng phan thuong den tu ﬂ‘
9 they give us the greatest reward of all: they | nhiing hanh dong ich ky. Trén thyc té, ching | 9
gﬁ% make us more like Jesus. Who wouldn’t want | mang lai cho ching ta phan thuéng 16n nhat: %%
® ¢ that? chiing khién ching ta tr6 nén giong Chua g&‘
gg@(‘ Giésu hon. Ai lai khdng muon dicu do6? %(‘
? “Father, I am so grateful that you see and | Lay Cha, con rat biét on Cha vi Cha ludn nhin ?k
%ﬂ%« reward me, even in my private acts of love and | thdy va ban thuéng cho con, ngay ca trong %ﬁ@‘
?&S generosity!” nhing hanh dong yéu thwong va hao phong | &
6’5 tham lang cua con! %
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g Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaoldé Vi Btiic Thanh, SDD. -
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