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Thir Hai, 1-6-2026. Nam A
Tuan 9 Thwong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh Justin, Tir dao

2Pr 1, 2-7 2 Peter 1:2-7

Hay nd luc hét sirc dé ciing cb dirc tin cia ban (2Pr 1,5)
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St. Peter seems to be saying two different
things in our first reading. He begins by
reassuring us that God’s “divine power has
bestowed on us everything” we need to
become holy (2 Peter 1:3). But then he exhorts
us, “Make every effort to supplement your
faith” with virtue, knowledge, and the fruit of
the Spirit (1:5). So do we just have to rely on
God’s “divine power,” or do we have to work
at it by “supplementing” our faith?

Both. We need to have faith that all the power
we need to follow Christ is there for the
asking. But we also have work to do!

The key is to keep these two seemingly
opposing approaches together. If we ask the
Lord for the grace to stop a particular sin, for
example, but don’t also make the effort to
resist the temptations that come our way, we
probably will succumb to them. On the other
hand, if we just grit our teeth and try to strong-
arm our way through temptation without
asking the Lord to help us, we will quickly
realize that our willpower will get us only so
far.

Is there some area in which you’ve been asking
for God’s help but haven’t seen much change?
If so, maybe there’s something he’s calling you
to do to work with him. It might mean
removing yourself from a tempting situation or
spending more time serving others so that you
grow in generosity and love.

Théanh Phérd dudong nhu dang nbi hai diéu
khac nhau trong bai doc mot. Ngai bat dau
bang viéc tran an chlng ta rang “quyén ning
thiéng liéng cta Thién Chtia da ban cho ching
ta moi su” can thiét dé tro nén thanh thién (2Pr
1,3). Nhung sau do6, ngai khuyén chung ta:
“Hay cb gang hét stc dé bo sung duc tin cua
minh” bang dtc hanh, tri thic va hoa trai cua
Thanh Linh (1,5). Vay chung ta chi can dya
vao “quyén ning thiéng liéng” ciia Thién Chua,
hay ching ta phai nd luc bang cach “bd sung”
duc tin cia minh?

Ca hai. Chuling ta can c6 duc tin rang tat ca stc
manh can thiét dé budc theo Chua Kitd déu co
san néu chung ta cau xin. Nhung chung ta ciing
can phai n lyc!

Piéu quan trong la phai giir hai cach tiép can
dudng nhu d6i 1ap nay cung nhau. Néu ching
ta ciu xin Chua on dé tir bé mot toi 16i cu thé
nao d6, chang han, nhung lai khdng nd luc
chéng lai nhitng cam dd dén véi minh, thi co 18
ching ta s& sa ngd. Mt khéac, néu ching ta chi
nghién ring va c6 ging vuot qua cam dd bang
sac manh ma khdng cau xin Chua giup dd,
ching ta s& nhanh chdng nhan ra rang y chi cia
minh chi ¢6 thé giup chung ta dén mot muc do
nhat dinh.

C6 linh vyc ndo ma ban da cau xin Chda gidp
d5 nhung chua thdy nhiéu thay d6i khdng?
Néu vay, co I8 Ngai dang kéu goi ban lam diéu
gi d6 dé cung lam viéc véi Ngai. Didu d6 co
thé c6 nghia 1a tranh xa nhitng tinh hudng cam
dd hoac danh nhiéu thoi gian hon dé phuc vu
ngudi khic dé ban trwong thanh trong long
quang dai va tinh yéu thuong.
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Or perhaps you are trying so hard on your own
that you forget that it’s God’s “divine power”
that you need each day (2 Peter 1:3). If so, try
to remember to ask for his help when you face
a temptation or trial.

God is so good! He is eager to give us
everything we need to live a holy life. But he
doesn’t want us to be passive and miss out on
all he has for us. It’s the start of a new
month—Ilet’s choose to cooperate with the
grace and power that God so willingly pours
out on us!

“Lord, your grace is always sufficient. Help me
to do my part!”

Hoic ¢6 18 ban dang cb ging qua stc bang sic
minh dén ndi quén mat rang chinh “quyén
ning thiéng liéng” cua Chua la didu ban can
mdi ngay (2Pr 1,3). Néu vay, hay cé gang nhé
cau xin su gitp do caa Ngai khi ban déi mat
Vi cdm do hoic thir thach.

Chua that tét lanh! Ngai sdn long ban cho
ching ta moi thir can thiét dé sébng mot doi
séng thanh thién. Nhung Ngai khong mudn
ching ta thu dong va bo 1§ tit ca nhiing gi
Ngai danh cho ching ta. Pay 1a khéi dau cua
mot thang méi—ching ta hdy chon céch cong
tac voi an siing va quyén nang ma Chiia di ban
cho chlng ta cach rong réi!

Lay Chua, &n sung ctia Chua luén luén du cho
con. Xin giup con lam tron b6 phan cua minh!

Mc 12, 1-12 Mark 12:1-12

Cong trinh ky diéu trwéc mit ching ta! (Mc 12,11)

What a bold move! Jesus dares to recount for
the chief priests and scribes their predecessors’
history of violently rejecting God’s servants,
the prophets. It’s such a sad summary that it
would be easy to miss the message of hope that
this parable holds for Jesus’ listeners and for
all of us. So let’s take a closer look.

A man planted a vineyard, put a hedge around
it, dug a wine press, and built a tower (Mark
12:1). The owner gave the tenants not just the
land but everything they needed to successfully
farm it. In the same way, God pours blessings
into our lives, both tangible and spiritual. He
may not give us everything we want, but he
gives us everything we need to grow into the
holy people he wants us to be.

That la mot budce di tdo bao! Chla Giésu dam
ké lai cho cac thay té 18 ca va cac kinh su lich
st cia nhitng nguoi tién nhiém ho da tho bao
khudéc tir cac toi to cua Thién Chua la cac nha
tién tri. D6 1a mot ban téom tat dang budn dén
ndi rit dé bo qua thong diép hy vong ma du
ngdbn nay danh cho nhiing nguoi nghe Chua
Giésu va cho tat ca ching ta. Vi vay, ching ta
hay xem xét ky hon.

Mot nguwoi kia trong mét vieon nho, rao gigu
xung quanh, dao mgt bon ép nho va xay mét
cai thdp (Mc 12,1). Chu s¢ hiru da cho nhitng
ngudi thué khéng chi dat ma con moi thi ho
can dé canh tac thanh cong. Ciing vay, Thién
Chua d6 phic lanh vao cudc séng caa ching
ta, ca vat chat Ian tinh than. Ngai c6 thé khong
cho ching ta moi thi ching ta mudn, nhung
Ngai ban cho chlng ta moi thir chling ta can dé
I6n 1én thanh nhitng nguoi thanh thién ma Ngai
mudn ching ta tré thanh.
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Then he . . . left on a journey (Mark 12:1). The
vineyard owner didn’t try to micromanage the
tenants. He gave them freedom to farm as they
saw fit. Similarly, God gives us free will so
that we can choose to love and follow him.

At the proper time he sent a servant . . . to
obtain . . . some of the produce (Mark 12:2).
God is patient. He gives us time to produce
fruit in our lives. And while he wants us to
have enough for our needs, he also expects us
to be generous with the blessings he has
bestowed on us. He wants us to share our time,
money, and talents with those who have less.

He sent them another servant (Mark 12:4).
Amazingly, when the first servant was beaten
and sent away empty-handed, God sent another
servant. And another! This is the same
overwhelming mercy God shows us. He gives
us chance after chance to place him first in our
lives. No matter how badly we mess up, he is
always ready to take us back.

The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone (Mark 12:10). Clearly
no evil is so great, no amount of rejection so
violent, that it will convince God to give up on
us. In fact, he took the worst evil—the death of
his Son—and used it for the greatest good, our
salvation. Now, no matter what we have done,
God is willing to wash away every sin in the
river of his mercy.

What a message of hope! This is truly
“wonderful in our eyes” (Mark 12:11)!

“Jesus, I marvel at your saving love!”

Sau do ong ta... di xa (Mc 12,1). Chu vuon
nho d3 khéng cb gang quan Iy chi li nhiing
ngudi thué nha. Ong cho ho tu do lam ruéng
khi ho thdy phil hop. Tuong ty nhu vay, Thién
Chda ban cho ching ta su tu do ¥ chi dé ching
ta c6 thé chon y&u mén va di theo Ngai.

Vao thoi diém thich hop, dng da giri mét ngueoi
hau... dé cé dwoc... mét s6 hoa mau (Mc 12,2).
Chua kién nhan. Ngai cho ching ta thoi gian
dé sinh hoa trai trong doi séng ching ta. Va
trong khi Ngai mudn ching ta c6 du nhu cau,
Ngai cling mong ching ta rdng lugng Vvoi
nhirtng an sing ma Ngai da ban cho chung ta.
Ngai mudn ching ta chia sé thoi gian, tién bac
va tai nang cia minh véi nhimng nguoi kém
hon.

Ong sai mét day té khdc dén (Mc 12,4). That
ngac nhién, khi nguoi day té dau tién bj danh
va dudi vé tay khong, Thién Chia lai giri dén
mot ngudi day td khac. RO mot ngudi khéc!
Day ciing chinh 1a 1ong thuong x4t bao la ma
Thién Chda bay to cho chdng ta. Ngai cho
ching ta hét co hoi nay dén co hoi khac dé dat
Ngai 1én hang dau trong cudc séng cua ching
ta. Cho du ching ta c6 gay rdi nhu thé nao,
Ngai lubn sin sang dwa ching ta tr lai.

Tang da bi tho xay nha logi bo da tro thanh da
tang goc nha (Mc 12,10). Rd rang la khéng co
diéu ac nao qua Ion, khong cé su tir chdi nao
dir doi dén mac thuyét phuc duoc Thién Chua
tir bo ching ta. Trén thyc té, ngai da nhan lay
diéu &c toi té nhat - cai chét caa Con Ngai - va
dung diéu d6 cho diéu tét dep nhat, do 1a su
ctru rdi cua ching ta. Gio day, du ching ta c6
lam gi di ching nita, Chda sin sang rira sach
moi toi 16i trong dong séng nhan tir caa Ngai.

That la mot thong diép cua hy vong! Piéu nay
that “la lung trudc mat ching ta” (Mc 12,11)!

Lay Chda Giésu, con kinh ngac trudc tinh yéu
ctru do cua Chual!
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