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Cv 15, 7-21 Acts 15:7-21

... acquiring . . . a people for his name. (Acts 15:14)

What an exciting and sometimes bewildering
time the first disciples were living through!
Imagine their awe and joy as they witnessed
the Holy Spirit move in power day after day.
God was without question breaking
expectations and doing something new—and
doing it through them! The explosive miracle
of Pentecost had led to healings and
conversions and exorcisms and countless other
“signs and wonders” as they proclaimed the
good news (Acts 15:12).

But now, on top of all those miracles, the Lord
began doing something even more astounding.
He was pouring out his Spirit upon Gentiles,
not just Jews! He was giving the same gifts of
salvation and healing and transformation to
people who were not keeping the Law of
Moses.

Thoi ky ma cac mén dé dau tién sdng qua 1a
mot thoi ky thd vi va déi khi kho hiéu! Hay
tudng tuong su kinh ngac va niém vui cua ho
khi chang kién Chda Thanh Than hanh dong
c4ch manh m& ngay nay qua ngay khéc. Chic
chan rang Chtia da vuot qua nhitng ky vong va
lam diéu gi d6 mGi mé—va lam diéu d6 thong
qua ho! Phép la bung né cua L& Ngii Tuan da
dan dén nhiing sy chira lanh, sy hoén cai, viéc
trir ta va vo sé “diém thiéng dau la” khac khi
ho rao giang tin mung (Cv 15,12).

Nhung gio' ddy, trén tat ca nhitng phép la do,
Chua bat dau lam diéu con dang kinh ngac hon
nita. Ngai da d6 Chda Thanh Than cua Ngai
xudng trén dan ngoai, khong chi nguodi Do
Thai! Ngai da ban cing mot an sung cau roi,
chira lanh va bién d6i cho nhimg nguoi khéng
gitr Luat Maisen.
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That kho dé chiing ta hiéu duoc su kinh ngac
va tai tieng ma dieu nay gay ra. Ban sac cot 10i

It’s hard for us to grasp the shock and scandal
this caused. The core identity of every Jew was
his or her unique status as a child of Abraham.

cuia mdi ngudi Do Thai 1a dia vi doc nhat vo
nhi cua ho véi tu cich la con chiu cua
Abraham. Ngay ca nhitng nguoi Kitd hiru goc

0

Even Jewish Christians saw the gift of the | Do Thai cling coi an sung cua Chua Thanh

Than la sy Gtng nghiém loi hira cua Chda danh

=
iy

= Spirit as the fulfillment of God’s promises to %
T (‘ his chosen people—not to Gentiles. But God | cho dan dugc chon cua Ngai—chir khong phai | 62 (‘
? was doing something different now, and the | cho dan ngoai. Nhung gio day, Chua dang lam ?
g Q\« apostles had to catch up with him. diéu gi d6 khac biét, va cac tong do phai bat %«
© kip Ngai. %i

-

&

a\@a @

With the Spirit’s help, Peter, Paul, Barnabas,
and James came to realize that this gift of the
Spirit was the fulfillment of God’s purposes in
the Law. He had called Israel into being as a
“light to the nations” so that his salvation
might ultimately “reach to the ends of the
earth” (Isaiah 49:6). And that’s exactly what

Nho sy gitip d& ciia Chua Thanh Than, Phérd,
Phaold, Banaba va Giacbé nhan ra riang on
ban cia Cha Thanh Than chinh 1a su hoan
thanh cac muc dich cua Thién Chua trong Luat
Moisen. Ngai da 1ap nén dan Israel dé lam “anh
sang cho céc dan toc”, hau cho sy cau rdi cua
Ngai cubi cling c6 thé “dén tan cung trai dat”
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was happening with the growth of the Church
beyond Jerusalem. The Lord was reaching out
to anyone who turned to him, Jew and Gentile
alike!

God is still at work today “acquiring . . . a
people for his name” (Acts 15:14). He is still
building a Church composed of people from
every nation and background and culture. And
he wants you to join him in his mission. So
how can you extend his gracious invitation to
the people around you, especially to those who
are different from you? Is it through
hospitality? Intercession? Opening the path to
reconciliation? The overwhelming grace of the
Lord Jesus continues to flow outward, so give

(Is 49,6). Va d6 chinh x4c 1a diéu d3 xay ra voi
su phat trién cia Hoi Thanh vuot ra ngoai
Giérusalem. Chua d tiép can bt cu ai quay vé
voi Ngai, ca nguoi Do Théi 1an nguoi ngoai!

Thién Chia van dang hanh dong ngay nay,
“tim kiém... mot dan cho danh Ngai” (Cv
15,14). Ngai van dang xay dung mot Hoi
Thanh gom nhitng ngudi dén tir moi quéc gia,
moi hoan canh va moi nén van héa. Va Ngai
muén ban cing tham gia vao s&¢ ménh cua
Ngai. Vay lam thé nao ban c6 thé mé rong loi
moi goi day an sung cua Ngai dén nhing
nguoi Xxung quanh ban, dac biét 1a nhirmg nguoi
khac biét vai ban? C6 phai théng qua long hiéu
khach? Cau thay? M& dudng cho sy hoa giai?
An sung vo bién cia Chia Giésu van tiép tuc
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5« Ga 15, 9-11 John 15:9-11 .
Thay néi cho anh em dieu nay dé niem vui caa Thay & trong anh em (Ga 15,11)

“Joy” is a very familiar word, but it’s not | “Niém vui” 1a mét tir rat quen thudc, nhung

o always easy to describe. Where exactly does it | khdng phai lic nao ciing d& dé dién ta. N6 %
T® | come from? And how can we experience it? | chinh xdc dén tir ddu? Va ching ta c6 thé trai | S
7

nghi¢ém n6 nhu thé nao? Bai doc Tin Mung
hém nay c6 thé gilp chdng ta tra loi nhitng cau
hoi nay. Chung ta hdy cung xem nhé.

Today’s Gospel reading can help us answer
these questions. Let’s take a look.
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® au tlen‘, Chua Giésu noi véi cac mon qe cua | s
gfq First, Jesus tells his disciples, “As the Father | Nguoi rang: “Nhu Cha da yéu men Thay, thi %?%
L « loves me, so | also love you” (John 15:9). He | Thay cling yéu mén cac con” (Ga 15,9). Nguoi %‘
i assures them that his love for them is as stable | bao dam vé6i ho ring tinh yéu cia Nguoi danh | 7

cho ho ciing viing chic va dang tin cdy nhu
tinh yéu ma Cha Nguoi danh cho Nguoi.
Khéng c6 diéu gi ho noi hay 1am ¢ thé thuyét
phuc Nguoi ngung yéu thuong ho.

and trustworthy as the love his Father has for
him. Nothing they could ever say or do will
convince him to stop loving them.
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Sau d6, Ngudi néi: “Néu cac con giir cac diéu

Then he ran cua Thay, cac con s& & lai trong tinh yéu

says, “If you keep my
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commandments, you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
and remain in his love” (John 15:10). Did you
catch that? Jesus just revealed his secret to
staying immersed in his Father’s love: by
keeping his commands. And here’s where the
joy comes in. Jesus says, “I have told you this
so that my joy might be in you” (15:11). That’s
the answer! Joy comes to those who commit
themselves to living out Jesus’ commands.

The idea of keeping commandments may not
sound very joy inspiring. Forgiving our
enemies. Helping the poor. Taking up our
crosses. But this is one of the great paradoxes
of the Christian life! When we do these
“difficult” things, we do experience joy. Not as
a giddy happiness, but as a deep-down sense of
satisfaction and fulfillment in our hearts. We
will know the same joy that Jesus knew as he
focused on fulfilling his Father’s will. It’s the
joy that comes from fulfilling our own
destiny—the joy that comes from becoming
the people God created us to be.

This kind of joy isn’t something we can make
ourselves feel; it’s a gift from God. It’s a “fruit
of the Spirit” that arises in us as we strive to
live in obedience and remain in his love and
trust in the Lord (Galatians 5:22). So what is
joy? The answer is not so much “what” as it is
“who.” It’s Jesus, living in us, filling us with
his joy as we set our hearts on following him.

“Jesus, you are the source of my joy. Help me
to follow you more each day.”

cua Thay, ciing nhu Thay da giit cac diéu ran
cua Cha Thay va ¢ lai trong tinh yéu cua
Ngudi” (Ga 15,10). Ban c6 hiéu khéng? Chua
Giésu vira tiét 16 bi quyét dé luon dam chim
trong tinh yéu ciia Cha Nguoi: bang cach tuan
giit cac diéu ran ctia Nguoi. Va day chinh la
noi niém vui xuat hién. Chtia Giésu noi: “Thay
d3 noi voi cac con nhitng diéu nay dé niém vui
cua Thiy & trong cac con” (Ga 15,11). Do
chinh 1a cau tra 161! Niém vui dén véi nhiing ai
cam két séng theo cac diéu rin cua Chia
Giésu.

Y tuwdng vé viéc tuan giit cac diéu ran co thé
khoéng may thi vi. Tha thir cho ké thu. Giap do
nguoi ngheo. Vac thap ty gia ctia minh. Nhung
day 1a mot trong nhiing nghich ly 16n cua doi
séng nguoi tin hiru! Khi ching ta 1am nhiing
diéu “khé khan” nay, ching ta s& trai nghiém
niém vui. Khong phai 1a niém hanh phuc chéng
qua, ma la cam giac thoa man va vién man sau
tham trong 16ng. Chidng ta s& biét dugc niém
vui giéng nhu Chta Giésu da biét khi Nguoi
tap trung vao viéc hoan thanh y muébn cua Cha
Nguoi. D6 1a niém vui dén tir viéc hoan thanh
van ménh cuaa chinh minh - niém vui dén ti
Viéc tr¢ thanh con nguoi ma Chda tao ra ching
ta.

Niém vui nay khdng phai 1a thi ching ta c6 thé
te minh cam nhan; do 1a 4n hué tir Chta. Do 1a
“hoa trai cia Thanh Linh” nay sinh trong
ching ta khi ching ta ¢ gang song trong su
vang phuc va ¢ lai trong tinh yéu thuong va
Iong tin cay cta Nguoi noi Chua (Gal 5,22).
Vay niém vui 1a gi? Cau tra loi khong phai la
“cai gi” ma la “ai”. P6 1a Chua Giésu, séng
trong chdng ta, lip day ching ta bang niém vui
cuia Nguoi khi ching ta quyét tam theo Ngudi.

Lay Chta Giésu, Chta la nguon vui cua con.
Xin gitp con theo Chia nhiéu hon moi ngay.
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%« . Nguén: the word among us § \(‘
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vii buc Thanh, SDD. gﬁ
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