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Thir Hai, 30-3-2026. Nam A
Monday, March-30-2026. Year A
Thw Hai Tuan Thanh

Galz, 1-11 John 12:1-11

Maria lay mét lit dau thom dit tién... va xic dau Ién chan Chla Giésu (Ga 12,3)

It’s the final week of your Lenten journey.
Perhaps you’re eager to enter into these last
days leading up to the Triduum—your Lenten
commitments have prepared you well. Or
maybe as you enter Holy Week, you’re all too
aware of your struggles. Either way, Mary of
Bethany's actions in today's Gospel can show
you that it's not too late to respond generously
to the Lord.

Mary was extravagant in her gesture of love
when she anointed Jesus’ feet with precious oil
and wiped them with her hair. John’s Gospel
doesn’t explain how or where Mary obtained
such expensive oil. Nor does it explain why
she chose this moment, in the midst of a large
dinner, to anoint Jesus. We can only guess that
her actions took everyone by surprise. But
Jesus made it clear that he approved of Mary’s
generosity. He saw in it a preparation for his
burial anointing (John 12:7).

But let’s look more closely at what Mary did.
This is, after all, the same Mary who chose to
sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to his
teachings (Luke 10:38-42). And while she
might not have understood everything she
heard, she knew Jesus was someone
extraordinary. She also knew that Jewish kings
and priests were anointed, so she decided to
treat Jesus like the king and priest that he was.
And she didn’t use the everyday oil people
would ordinarily use. She held nothing back.
She chose this special oil, held in a jar made of
alabaster.

Pay 1a tuan cudi cing cia hanh trinh Mua
Chay. C¢ Ié ban dang hao hirc budc vao nhirng
ngay cudi cung dan dén Tam Nhat Thanh —
nhitng cam két trong Mua Chay di chuan bi
cho ban rét tét. Hoac c6 thé khi buéc vao Tuan
Théanh, ban nhan thuc ré nhitng kho khan cua
minh. DU thé nao di nita, hanh dong ciaa Maria
thanh Bétania trong bai Tin Mung hém nay c6
thé cho ban thdy rang van chua qua mudn dé
dap lai Chlla mot cach quang dai.

Maria di thé hién tinh yéu thuwong mot cach
hao phong khi xic dau quy gia 1én chan Chua
Giésu va lau bing téc minh. Tin Mung theo
Thanh Gioan khéng giai thich lam thé nao hay
& dau Maria c6 duoc loai dau dat tién nhu vay.
Cung khong giai thich tai sao Maria lai chon
thoi diém nay, gitta mot bira an t6i 1on, dé xuc
dau cho Chla Giésu. Chung ta chi c6 thé doan
rang hanh dong cua Maria da khién moi nguoi
bat ngd. Nhung Chua Giésu di néi rd rang
Ngai tan thanh sy quang dai cua Maria. Ngai
thay trong d6 su chuan bj cho viéc xtc dau khi
chén cat Ngai (Ga 12,7).

Nhung chung ta hdy xem xét k§ hon nhitng gi
Maria da lam. Xét cho cung, day chinh la
Maria, ngudi da chon ngdi dudi chan Chia
Giésu va lang nghe nhiing 10i day cia Ngai (Lc
10,38-42). Va du c6 thé khong hiéu hét moi
diéu minh nghe duoc, Maria biét Chla Giésu la
mot ngudi phi thuong. Maria ciing biét rang
cac vua va thay té 1&8 Do Thai déu dugc xuc
dau, vi vay Maria quyét dinh dbi xir voi Chla
Giésu nhu mét vi vua va thay té 18 thuc sy. Va
Maria khong dung loai dau théng thudng ma
moi nguoi hay ding. Maria khdng hé giit lai gi.
Maria da chon loai dau dic biét nay, dugc
dung trong mot chiéc binh 1am bang thach cao.
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Mary’s extravagant love calls us to follow in
her footsteps. So consider: how can you be
generous with God? How can you pour
yourself out to honor him? You might spend
some extra time praying with the Mass
readings this week or lifting your heart in
praise and worship as you sit before the
Blessed Sacrament or a crucifix. You might
say yes to a chance to serve this week, loving
the Lord through the sacrifice of your time and
energy. It’s never too late to draw close to
Jesus and to respond to the lavish love and
mercy he has shown you!

“Jesus, grant me the grace this Holy Week to
pour myself out in love for you.”

Tinh yéu bao la cia Maria mai goi ching ta
noi theo budc chan cua Maria. Vay hdy suy
nghi: 1am thé nao ban cé thé quang dai Véi
Chida? Lam thé nao ban c6 thé dang hién ban
than dé ton vinh Ngai? Ban c6 thé danh thém
thoi gian cau nguyén véi cac bai doc Thanh I8
trong tuan nay hoic dang 1ong ca ngoi va tho
phuong khi ngdi truéec Thanh Thé hoidc thanh
gid. Ban c6 thé nhan loi phuc vu trong tuan
nay, yéu mén Chua bang sy hy sinh thoi gian
va stc luc cua minh. Khong bao gio la qua
muon dé dén gan Chla Giésu va dap lai tinh
yéu thuong va long thuong x6t vo bd bén ma
Ngai da danh cho ban!

Lay Chla Giésu, xin ban cho con on dé trong
Tuan Thanh nay con cé thé dang hién tron ven
tinh yéu cua minh cho Chda.

; Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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