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Mc 11, 11-26 Mark 11:11-26

Nguwoi dén xem c6 tim dwoc trai ndo khong (Mc 11,13)

What’s with the fig tree? At this point in his
Gospel, Mark is building up to the climax of
his story: Jesus’ passion and death. But he
interrupts that story with a fig tree—not once,
but twice! Why would he do that?

Take a look at where these two fig tree stories
are: Mark uses them to bracket his account of
Jesus cleansing the Temple (11:12-14, 20-25).
He says that Jesus was heading for the Temple
when he went up to the fig tree to look for
fruit. Finding it barren, he cursed it and then
entered the Temple, where he drove out the
money changers who were corrupting it. Then
the next morning, he passed by the fig tree
again, and his disciples saw that it had
withered. Many commentators believe that for
Mark, this fig tree represents the Temple: Jesus

Cay va c6 y nghia gi? O doan nay trong Tin
mung cua minh, Maccd dang dan dén cao trao
cua cau chuyén: su khd nan va cai chét cua
Chua Giésu. Nhung o6ng lai xen vao cau
chuyén d6 bang mot cdy va—khong chi mot
1an, ma hai 1an! Tai sao dng lai lam nhu vay?

Hay xem hai cau chuyén vé cay va nay nim &
dau: Maccd dung ching dé bao ham cau
chuyén vé viéc Chua Giésu thanh tiy Bén Tho
(11,12-14, 20-25). Ong néi rang Chla Giésu
dang di vé phia Pén Tho thi Ngai dén gan cay
va dé tim trai. Thay cay khong ra trai, Ngai
nguyén raa no rdi vao Bén Tho, noi Ngai dudi
nhitng nguoi doi tién dang 1am 6 ué Hén Tho
ra ngoai. Sdng hom sau, Ngai lai di ngang qua
CAy v, va cac mén dé thay noé da héo kho.
Nhiéu nha binh luan tin rang d6i véi Méccd,
cdy va ndy tuong trung cho Pén Tho: Chla
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Giésu khong tim thay hoa trai tdm linh nao

% found no spiritual fruit in the worship taking 3 ‘
trong sy tho phuong dang dién ra trong Ben

place in the Temple, and so he cursed it as

“

s well. Tho, vi vay Ngai cling nguyen raa no. 7,
Gs:ﬁg(‘ . ) _ %@
S Nhitng vi du vé su gian dit caa Chua Giésu nay

co the khié'n‘nguc‘wi ta so hai. Nhung hdy nhé
thong diép dang sau hinh anh do: néu chi dya
vao ban than, chdng ta khong thé két trai cho

These examples of Jesus’ anger can be
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= frightening. But remember the message behind Q;&%
Tl (‘ the image: left to our own devices, we cannot | Chua. Nhu ching ta da doc trong sach lsaia: ) (‘
? bear fruit for the Lord. It is as we read in the | “Chung ta déu héo tan nhu 14, va toi 18i ching ?
9 R« Book of Isaiah, “We have all withered like | ta cudn ching ta di nhu gi6” (64,5). Nhung %%(‘
b leaves, and our crimes carry us away like the | cling nhu Chua Giésu da vao Dén tho, Thién %
§& wind” (64:5). But just as Jesus entered the | Chla da budc vao cau chuyén cua chung ta dé %’,@%
éﬁ (‘ Temple, God has entered our story to set things | stra chira moi viéc. Ngai khéng bo roi ching %d (‘
é{'Q rl_ght_. He didn’t abandon us; instead, he gave ta;\ thay\ vao do, Nga1\ daA hi s1’nh m?ng song %é%
« his life for us. So yes, Jesus cursed the fruitless | minh vi chung ta. Vi vay, dung vay, Chua ﬂ‘
b X fig tree, but he replaced it with another tree, the | Giésu da nguyén ria cay va khong két tréi, | %

nhung Ngai di thay thé n6 bang mot cay khac,
la thap gia. Va céy do, dugc trong trong long
ching ta, c6 quyén nang sinh ra “trai bén

cross. And that tree, planted in our hearts, has
the power to bear “fruit that will remain” (John

15:16).
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@ ving” (Ga 15,16). %
NN &
Q’%@ Ban khong phai 12 mot cay héo tan khong két é@@
% _ _ tréi. Chia Giésu da qéq, va van dén cho dén %é%
&‘ You are not a withered fruitless tree. Jesus | ngay nay, khong phai dé nguyén rua chung ta, ?z&‘

? came, and comes even today, not to curse us, | ma dé ciu ching ta va lam cho ching ta két
% but to save us and make us fruitful. By your | trdi. Qua phép Ruwra, ban cO su sépg thiéng %«
) Baptism you have his own divine life in you, | liéng cua Ngai trong minh, va su song d6 c6 %
RS and that life is capable of producing abundant, | khd néng sinh ra nhi€u trai tot lanh, lau dai. %
Qﬂ‘ lasting fruit. No doubt you have already seen | Chac chan ban da thay mot so trai tot nay roi— %‘
= some of this fruit—perhaps in healed wounds, | cd I la nhitng vét thuong dwoc chira lanh, tinh %?%%
% reconciled friendships, or growth in virtue. But | ban duoc hoa giai, hoac sy truong thanh trong ﬂ‘
9 Jesus is not done with you! He is always | duc hanh. Nhung Chia Giésu van chua xong | 9
&5 working to help you bear even more fruit. viéc véi ban! Ngai lubn nd luc gitp ban gat hai ﬁ%
g Py C : g IC giup ban ge
?ﬁ‘ duoc nhiéu thanh qua hon nita. %
& I e | &
= (‘ “Lord Jesus, come into my life more deeply | Lay Chia Giésu, xin hdy dén ngu trong doi $:(‘

today so that I can bear fruit for you.” con sdu dam hon hom nay dé con cé thé két
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) Nguon: the word among us %

Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD. ) §
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