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g In Paul’s latest brush with death, he stirred up | Trong lan suyt chét gan day nhat, Phaolo da c{’?

@‘ an argument between the Sadducees and their | gy ra mot cugc tranh céi gitta nhirng nguoi @‘
)

; rivals, the Pharisees. It became so violent that | Saddc va di tha caa ho, nhiing ngudi Pha-ri- 7
?ﬁ% if he hadn’t appealed his case to Caesar, he | séu. Cudc tranh cdi trd nén dix doi dén ndi néu %
L) « might actually have been killed. This episode | 6ng khong khang cao Ién Xeésa, ong c6 thé da %
= creates a turning point in Paul’s ministry, as | bi giét. Sy kién nay tao nén mot budc ngoat %
% the Lord revealed a mission that would take | trong chic vu cta Phaold, khi Chia mac khai %‘

g him far beyond Judaea or Asia Minor, all the | cho éng mot st méph sé dua ong di xa hon @’,R
) (‘ way to Rome. Giudé hay Tiéu A, dén tan Réma. %%(‘
% %R'

% At first blush, this development might sound | Thoat nhin, dién bién nay nghe c6 vé tuyét voi. g%
(‘ wonderful. Paul’s life was spared, he placed | Mang song cua Phaold dugc tha, 6ng dat minh %[&‘

b _ ; . S .

& himself under the protection of Rome, and he | duéi sy bao ho cua RO0ma, va 6ng c6 co hoi Cg’;%g
g (‘ had the chance to bring the gospel to the very | mang Tin mung dén tan trung tam cua de che. EN (‘
éf’%? heart of the empire. But if you drill down just a | Nhung néu ban xem xét k¥ hon mot chat, bac =

&
e (‘ bit, the picture doesn’t look quite so rosy. If | tranh khong hoan toan twoi sang nhu vay. Néu %ﬁ%&‘
%s& preaching to the Jewish leaders was difficult, | viéc rao giang cho cac nha lanh dao Do Thaida | $
65 imagine how much more perilous it could have | kho khin, hdy tuong tugng Viéc rao giang %
(‘ been to proclaim Jesus as “Lord” to those who | Chla Giésu la “Chtia” cho nhirng nguoi dung | < (‘
% used the same Word_ to describe their emperor! | cung mQt tir d6 dé mo ta hoang dé cua ho s& %
q& If ever there was a time when Paul would need | nguy hiém hon biet bao! Neu c6 Iic nao %Ezi‘
? to hear the Lord telling him to “take courage,” | Phaol6 can nghe Chua bio 6ng “hdy can ddm”, | Z
5(‘ this was it (Acts 23:11). thi day chinh la luc d6 (Cv 23,11). %f%%(‘
ey )

% We might picture Paul taking on this mission | Ching ta c6 thé hinh dung Phaol6 dam nhan st %
(‘ like an unshakable warrior for Christ, always | ménh nay nhu mot chién binh kién cuong cua %&‘

o= ready to do God’s will, no matter the | Chla Kitd, lubn sin sang lam theo y muén cua %
g (‘ consequences. To be sure, Paul’s approach to | Cha, bat ké hau qua. Chac chan, cach tiép can | 6 (‘
b, evangelization was heroic. But there were also | viéc truyén gido cua Phaol6 rat anh hung. b s

and vulnerable. Anyone who seeks to serve the | thdy bi bo roi va dé bi ton thuong. Bit ctr ai
Lord and witness to his gospel knows that | tim cach phuc vu Chuda va lam ching cho Tin %

R . . . | , 08 N RAn S A ; )
there’s always the risk of rejection or failure. | Mung cua Ngai deu biet rang lu6n c6 nguy co | g (‘
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times when he was afraid or felt abandoned | Nhung ciing cé nhirng lic 6ng so héi hoac cam %%&‘
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é{’Q Just living a confident life as a believer | bi tir choi hoac that bai. Chi riéng viéc song &
« requires a good amount of courage! mot cudc doi tu tin vai tu cach 1a mét tin hiru @‘

b X d3 doi hoi rat nhiéu long can dam! 9
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Vy chia khoa dé tim thay long can dam nay I
So what’s the key to finding this courage? It’s | gi? C6 hai dieu. Thir nhat, d6 1a don gian la
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twofold. First, it’s simply pressing forward
even when you are still afraid—not ignoring
your fear, but clinging to the Lord as you take
the next nervous uncertain step. Like every
other virtue, courage grows from practice.

And second, courage grows through humble
obedience. It comes as we place God’s will and
his calling above our own will and desires. It

tién vé phia trudc ngay ca khi ban van con so
hdi—khong phai 1a phét 16 ndi so hidi cua
minh, ma la bam chat vao Chuda khi ban thuc
hién budc tiép theo day lo ling va khdng chic
chian. Gidng nhu moi duc tinh khéc, 1ong can
dam duogc vun dap tir sy thuc hanh.

Va thir hai, l1ong can dam dugc vun dap qua su
vang phuc khiém nhuong. N6 dén khi ching ta
dat y mudn cua Chla va su kéu goi cua Ngai
lén trén y mudn va mong mudn cua riéng
minh. N6 dén khi ching ta phé thac ban than
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comes as we surrender ourselves to his plan
and trust in the Lord’s presence and provision. | cho ké hoach cua Ngai va tin tuéng vao sy ?
hién dién va su chu cap cua Chua.
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The next time you sense that the Lord is urging | Lan t6i khi ban cam thay Chua dang thic giuc Cg%g

you to “take courage,” remember St. Paul. | ban “hdy can dam”, hdy nhé dén Théanh %:(‘

6;%? Then step out in faith, trusting that God is at | Phaolo. ,HéyAbu('yc Adi trong duc tin, tin tudng 6‘1’%
) (‘ your side! rang Chua ludn ¢ bén canh ban! @
o< ‘ 2
© “Jesus, I believe that you are always with me, | Lay Chia Giésu, con tin rang Chda luén & %
% (‘ offering me your grace and courage!” cung con, ban cho con an sung va long can §:0
&7 dam! @
%y a L
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... dé ho c6 thé nén mot (Ga 17,21)
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Sy Today’s Gospel reading brings to a close both | Bai Tin Mung hom nay khép lai loi cau nguyén %
g (‘ Jesus’ prayer at the Last Supper and his final | cua Chlia Giésu trong Bira Tiéc Ly va bai dién | 5= (‘

van cudi cling cia Ngudi voi cac tong do trudc
khi bi bat va bi dong dinh. Nhitng cau nay thé
hién hy vong cao nhat cia Nguoi doi voi

discourse to his disciples before his arrest and
crucifixion. These verses represent his highest
hopes for his followers as well as the clearest
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5 expression of his saving mission: that his | nhitng nguoi theo Nguoi ciing nhu la su dién %ﬁ
N (‘ disciples’ unity and love for each other would | dat rd rang nhat vé st ménh ctru 46 cua Nguoi: | (‘
g"q shine so brightly “that the world may know | sy hiép nhat va tinh yéu thuong cua Cac tong %?%

( | that you sent me” (John 17:23). d6 danh cho nhau s& téa sang ruc rd “dé thé E&‘
9 gian biét rang Cha da sai Con” (Ga 17,23). 9
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C6 nhiéu diéu ma Chla Giésu c6 thé cau
nguyén vao dém hém do: co 18 1a cac tong do
sé giap do nguoi nghéo va nguoi bénh, hoac la
ho sé ndi nhiing loi tién tri vai nhiing nguoi
nghe ho. Nhung 161 cau nguyén hai mit nay -
rang ho s& nén mot va thé gian s& biét dén

There are many things that Jesus could have
prayed for that night: that his disciples would
help the poor and the sick, perhaps, or that they
would speak the most prophetic words to their
listeners. But this twofold prayer—that they
would be one and that the world would come
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to know him through their witness—revealed
the deepest intentions of Jesus’ heart. Let’s take
a look at these two prayers more closely.

. . . that they may be one, as we are one, | in
them and you in me (John 17:22-23). Jesus
exists in an eternal, perfect union with the
Father. But it’s not a union that we are meant to
admire from afar. Jesus is praying that all of
his followers—including us—would come to
join this divine communion of endless self-
giving love. He’s praying that as we are filled
with his love and his life, we would be moved
to treat one another with the same love and
reverence that he and his Father have for each
other. And in order for that to happen, every
wall that divides us, whether on a global or a
personal scale or anywhere in-between, has to
be broken down!

... that the world may know that you sent me
(John 17:23). Jesus knew that the unity he
prayed for us to experience would stand out in
a world marked by division, envy, and
animosity. He knew that our love for one
another could be so pure and so striking that it
would draw other people to us. They would
sense that there is something special—even
divine—about our love for each other.

Nguoi qua loi chang cia ho - da tiét 16 y dinh
sau xa nhat trong trai tim Chua Giésu. Chung
ta hdy cung xem xét k§ hon hai 161 cau nguyén
nay.

... d& ho c6 thé nén mot, nhu chung ta 1a mat,
Con ¢ trong ho va Cha ¢ trong Con (Ga 17,22-
23). Chia Giésu hién hitu trong su hiép nhat
vinh ctru va hoan hao véi Chua Cha. Nhung d6
khong phai 1a su két hop ma ching ta c6 thé
ngudng mo tr xa. Chua Giésu dang ciu
nguyén rang tat ca nhitng nguoi theo Ngudi -
ké ca ching ta - s& dén dé tham gia vao su hiép
thong thiéng liéng nay cua tinh yéu ty hién vo
tan. Nguoi dang cau nguyén rang khi ching ta
tran day tinh yéu va su song cua Nguoi, ching
ta s& dugc thuc day dé d6i xir v6i nhau bang
cung mot tinh yéu va su ton kinh ma Nguoi va
Cha Nguoi danh cho nhau. Va dé diéu dé xay
ra, moi birc tudng chia cét ching ta, du & quy
mo toan cau hay ca nhan hay bat ky noi nao ¢
gitta, déu phai bj pha bo!

... dé thé gian biét ring Cha da sai Con (Ga
17,23). Chla Giésu biét rang sy hiép nhat ma
Ngudi cau nguyén dé ching ta trai nghiém sé
ndi bat trong mot thé gidi day chia rg, d6 ky va
thu dich. Nguoi biét rang tinh yéu cua ching ta
danh cho nhau c6 thé trong sang va noi bat dén
muc thu hit nhitng ngudi khac dén véi ching
ta. Ho s& cam nhéan duoc rang co diéu gi d6 dic
biét - tham chi la thiéng liéng - vé tinh yéu cua
chdng ta danh cho nhau.
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5 Néu 1oi cau nguyeén cuoi cung ciia Chiia Giésu %ﬁ

= (‘ If Jesus’ final prayer for us tells us nothing | cho ching ta khong néi véi chiing ta dieu gi | (‘

g’q else, it makes this one truth crystal clear: | khac, thi nd lam cho sy that nay tré nén rd %?%
(‘ everything comes back to love. God loves his | rang: moi ther déu tro vé vai tinh yéu. Thién @

) oA 2 AR A o 5 S

7 Son completely and fully. And he loves you | Chlia yéu Con caa Ngudi mot cach tron venva | 7

completely and fully. May we all come to taste
that love today, and may that love heal all our
divisions—so that the world may believe!

hoan toan. Va Nguoi yéu ban mot céach tron
ven va hoan toan. Mong rang tat ca ching ta
déu ném duoc tinh yéu d6 ngay hém nay, va
mong rang tinh yéu dé chita lanh moi chia r&
cua ching ta - dé thé gioi co thé tin!
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“Jesus, teach me to live in love!” Lay Chia Giésu, xin day con song trong tinh
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