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Ga3, 7-15 John 3:7-15
Lam sao cac ong tin dwgc? (Ga 3,12)

In the Gospel today, Nicodemus is having a
midnight conversation with Jesus—and he’s
puzzled. Jesus has told him that he must be
“born from above” to see and understand his
kingdom (John 3:3). Nicodemus knows that
only someone who comes from God could
speak the words Jesus is saying and perform
the works that he is doing (3:2). But
Nicodemus, “the teacher of Israel,” is confused
(3:10). He still doesn’t understand who Jesus
is.

As the conversation continues, Jesus offers
Nicodemus a way out of his confusion: “If I
tell you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things?” (John 3:12). Believe. That’s
the key. Like the crowds who saw Jesus’

Trong bai Tin mung hdom nay, Nicodémd cd
cudc tro chuyén lac nira dém vai Chia Giésu —
va 6ng dang bdi rdi. Chiia Giésu ndi véi 6ng
rang 6ng phai dugc “sinh ra tir trén troi” moi
cd thé thay va hiéu duoc vuong qudc cua Ngai
(Ga 3,3). Nicodémo biét rang chi ngudi nao
dén tr Thién Chia mai c6 thé no6i nhiing loi
Chua Giésu dang noi va thuc hién nhitng viéc
Ngai dang lam (3,2). Nhung Nicodém, “thay
day cua Israel”, dang bdi rdi (3,10). Ong van
khéng hiéu Chua Giésu Ia ai.

Khi cudc tro chuyén tiép tuc, Chla Giésu dua
ra cho Nicodémd mét 16i thoat khoi sy bdi roi
ctia ong: “Néu ta néi véi cac nguoi vé nhiing
diéu thudc vé thé gian ma cac nguoi khong tin,
thi lam sao cac nguoi tin néu ta néi véi cac
nguoi vé nhimg diéu thudc vé troi?” (Ga 3,12).
Tin. D6 1a chia khoa. Giéng nhu dam déng da
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mighty deeds and “began to believe in his | chung kién nhiing phép la ciia Chla Giésu va

name,” Nicodemus needed to take a step and
believe (2:23). He needed to surrender to the
work of the Spirit and stop trying to figure
everything out all at once. He needed to accept
what he could, and trust Jesus with the rest.

“bat dau tin danh Ngai”, Nico6démo can phai
budc mot budc va tin (2,23). Ong can phai pho
thac cho sy huéng dan caa Chda Thanh Than
va nging ¢b ging hiéu moi thir ciing mét luc.
Ong can chap nhan nhitng gi minh c6 the, va
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tin cay Chua Giésu vé phan con lai.
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5« V6i hai nghin nim lich sir va gi4o huan cua %%(‘
? With two thousand years of history and Church | Gido hoi, ching ta biét nhiéu hon Nicodémo. ?

g Q\« teaching, we know far more than Nicodemus | Chlng ta biét rang Chua Giésu 1a Con Ngudi, %«
® did. We know that Jesus is the Son of Man, | Pang tir troi xudng. Ching ta biét rang Ngai da %i

lam nguoi dé day chdng ta vé Chla Cha va ban
cho ching ta su séng doi doi. Nhung diéu do
khong phai lic nao ciing c6 ¥ nghia ddi Voi
ching ta. Trén thuc té, doi khi, chinh hoan
canh cua chung ta cling khong c6 y nghia. “Tai
sa0 t0i lai phai chiu dau kh6 nhu thé nay?”
ching ta c6 thé tu hoi. Trong ca hai trudng
hop, Chiia Giésu déu yéu cau chung ta diéu

who came down from heaven. We know that
he became man to teach us about the Father
and give us eternal life. But it doesn’t always
make sense to us. Sometimes, in fact, our own
situations don’t make sense. “Why am I
suffering like this?” we might ask. In both
cases, Jesus asks of us the same thing that he
asked of Nicodemus: to believe him and to

L
g
e
By
i
W W W W W W W WO W W W WO W
=0 £ T30 o 0 T TR0 0 T o Do T R Do 0 e e T

TSI

aﬁ

@) =@



©)

2o

g @Qﬁ@\dﬂ QQ‘@\@
[”

3ﬁ

\qo(l 2

0o

g Q‘@\Uﬂ@w
(e

(

@) =@
A

PO PP T G P S L GV G

trust him. It’s almost as if Jesus is saying, “I
know what I’m doing. I know what I’'m talking
about. I am God. | love you. You can trust
me.”

Whether you feel as if you know God well or
just a little, you can make this fundamental act
of faith and proclaim: Jesus, | believe in you.
It’s not an abstract statement. It’s a declaration
and an act of surrender to a real Person whom
you trust, Jesus Christ.

Faith isn’t always easy, but it’s always within
our grasp. We always have the option to trust
Jesus. If we consciously choose to believe
Jesus’ own testimony about himself, no earthly
thing can shake our faith, no matter how we
feel.

“You are trustworthy, Lord. Jesus, I believe in

2

you.

tuong ty nhu Ngai di yéu cau Nicodém: tin
tuong va pho thac vao Ngai. Gan nhu thé Chua
Giésu dang ndi, “Ta biét Ta dang lam gi. Ta
biét Ta dang noi gi. Ta 1a Thién Chia. Ta yéu
thuwong cac con. Cac con co thé tin tuong Ta.”

Cho du ban cam thdy minh biét Chua rd hay
chi biét mot chat, ban van cé thé thuc hién
hanh dong duc tin co ban ndy va tuyén bé:
Chua Giésu, con tin vao Ngai. Do khong phai
la mot tuyén bd triru twong. D6 1a mot 10
tuyén bé va mot hanh dong pho thac cho mot
Nhén cach c6 that ma ban tin tuong, Chua
Giésu Kito.

Dbuc tin khong phai lic nao ciing dé dang,
nhung né ludn nam trong tam tay ching ta.
Chung ta luén c6 lva chon tin twéng Chua
Giésu. Néu ching ta y thtc chon tin vao 1oi
chang cua chinh Chia Giésu vé Ngai, thi
khong diéu gi trén doi ndy cd thé lay chuyén
duc tin cia chdng ta, bat ké ching ta cam thiy
thé nao.

Lay Chua, Chua dang tin cay. Lay Chla Giésu,
con tin cay noi Chda.

] Nguén: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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