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Ga3 1-8 John 3:1-8
Cai boi Than Khi sinh ra la than khi (Ga 3,6)

Have you ever wondered what your life would
be like if you had been born into a different
family and in a different country? Your
language would be different. The traditions
you observe would be different. Your entire
outlook on life would be different. All of your
choices, both big and small, would be shaped
by your environment.

In a way, this is what Jesus meant when he told
Nicodemus that he must be “born of the Spirit”
(John 3:8). He knew that Nicodemus was an
upright and holy man, but he also knew that
Nicodemus needed something more. And that
“something more” was so all-encompassing
that it would change everything about him. It
would be like being born into a new life.

Most of us have already experienced this new
birth. It happened at our Baptism. That’s when
we were born of the Spirit and brought into the
kingdom of God. We were made citizens of a
whole new environment, a “country” and

Ban d3 bao giod ty hoi cudc séng cua minh s&
nhu thé ndo néu ban duoc sinh ra trong mot gia
dinh khac va & mot dat nue khac? Ngon ngir
ban sir dung s& khac. Nhiing truyén théng ban
tuan theo s& khéac. Toan bo quan diém séng cua
ban s& khéc. Tat ca nhitng lya chon caa ban, du
I6n hay nho, déu s& bi dinh hinh boi moi
tredng xung quanh.

Theo mot cach nao dé, day chinh 1a diéu Chia
Giésu mudn noi khi Ngai bao Nicodémo rang
ong phai dugc “sinh lai boi Thanh Linh” (Ga
3,8). Ngai biét Nicodémo la mot ngudi ngay
thang va thanh thién, nhung Ngai ciing biét
rang Nicodémo can mot diéu gi do hon thé
nita. Va “diéu gi d6 hon thé nita” d6 bao trum
tat ca dén ndi nd sé thay doi moi thur vé ong.
N6 gibng nhu dwoc sinh ra trong mot cudc
séng mai.

Hau hét chung ta di trai nghiém su tai sinh
nay. Didu d6 da xay ra khi ching ta chiu phép
rira. 6 1a khi ching ta dwoc sinh ra béi Thanh
Than va dugc dua vao vuong qudc cia Thién
Chla. Chang ta tro thanh cong dan cua mot
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mai trudng hoan toan méi, mot “qudc gia” va
mot nén van hoéa cé thé dinh hinh moi quyét

culture that can shape every decision we make
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= and form us into the new creation he longs for %
g (‘ us to become. dinh ching ta dua ra va hinh thanh nén con | (‘
7 ngudi mai ma Ngai mong muén. ?
&3 %%3
. (‘ In truth, it takes time for us to grow into the | That vay, can cd thoi gian dé ching ta truéng %&‘

people Jesus wants us to become. It’s a gradual
process of learning a new way of life, of trying
and sometimes failing, of growing and
changing, of getting used to hearing God’s
voice and receiving the love and grace of his
Spirit. But for any of that to happen, we need
to keep seeking the Lord. We can’t just wait to
absorb our new life.

thanh thanh nguoi ma Chla Giésu mubn ching
ta tro thanh. D6 13 mot qué trinh dan dan hoc
hoi mot 16i song méi, thir nghiém va doi khi
that bai, truong thanh va thay d6i, quen voi
viéc nghe tiéng Chia va dén nhan tinh yéu
thwong va an sing cua Chia Thanh Than.
Nhung dé diéu d6 xay ra, ching ta can tiép tuc
tim kiém Chua. Ching ta khong thé chi cho
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doi dé tiép nhan cudc sébng méi ciia minh. %&‘
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<5 5(‘ Thénh Ignatius Loyola la mot vi du r6 rang. %‘
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= St. Ignatius of Loyola is a clear example. Laid | Nam li¢t giuong d€ hoi phuc sau vet thuong &
Dﬁ%« up in bed as he recovered from a wound | trong tran chien, ngai nhan ra rang vi¢c nghi ve %{i %
QS sustained in battle, he realized that thinking | vinh quang ma minh c6 thé dat duoc véi tu| 9
@’R . . . , N ~ s e R g z . g’g
4 « about the glory he might achieve as a soldier | cach la mot nguoi linh khién ngai cam thay bi %«
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® left him feeling oppressed. But imagining | d¢ nang. Nhung viéc tudng tugng minh noi

RS himself imitating the saints lifted his heart and | guong céc thanh da nang d& tam hon ngai va %%g
;ﬂ‘ filled him with excitement. He later said that | lap day ngai bang su phan khoi. Sau nay, ngai %‘
¢ his eyes “were opened a little” to see how | nOi rang mat ngai “da dugc md ra mot chat” dé | &

small revelation, Ignatius started to change. He | nhu thé nao. Va vai su mac khai nho bé do,
longed to be with the Lord in prayer. He | Ignatius bit dau thay ddi. Ngai khao khat duoc g%
° sought forgiveness for his sins. He wanted to | & bén Chua trong 10i cau _nguyén. Ngai tim %
&= spend his life sharing the good news of | kiem su tha thi cho toi loi cua minh. Ngai Cg%g
& « Christ—and that’s exactly what he ended up | muon danh ca cudc doi minh dé chia sé tin %:(‘

%‘ fulfilling life in Christ could be. And with that | thiy cudc song trong Chia Kitd c6 thé tron ven %ﬁ%j&‘
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4 doing! mung cia Chua Kitd - va d6 chinh xac la| &
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%ﬂt%« nhitng gi ngai da lam! %RD(‘
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Vi
g 5 How have your eyes been “opened a little”? | D6i mat cua ban da dugc “mo ra mot chat” %
- (‘ What’s the next step you can take to live your | nhu thé nao? Budc tiep theo ban co thé lam gi | s (‘
%q new life in the kingdom of God? de song cudc song maoi trong vuong quoc cua
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Vi
S0 |9 d St |Lay Cha Giésu, xin hay mé mt he | &
;:j(‘ esus, open my eyes as you opene .| Lay Chda Giésu, xin hdy mo mat con nhu (‘
Ignatius’ eyes!” Chua da mo mat Thanh Ignatius! b
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