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Thir Nam, 5-2-2026. Nam A
Thursday, February-5-2026. Year A
Tuan 4 Thuong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh Agata, Pong Trinh, Tir Pao

1V 2,1-4.10-12 ) 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12
Hay tuén giir c&c huan Iénh caa Pic Chua (1V 2,3)
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If you could give only one piece of advice to
your loved ones before you pass on, what
would it be? What is the most important legacy
you could leave for them? Questions like these
have resounded through the ages.

Today’s first reading describes King David’s
last words to his son Solomon. In that
conversation—not all of which is in today’s
reading—David gives a lot of directions,
including some violent strategies for holding
onto the kingdom. But today we read only the
first and most important piece of advice he
gave: “Keep the mandate of the Lord” (1 Kings
2:3). Because the most significant gift he could
bequeath to his son wasn’t wealth or dominion.
Rather, it was the reward of cultivating a
faithful relationship with the Lord.

Taken together, David’s advice was a mixed
bag. Then again, so was his life. He wasn’t a
perfect king or a perfect father. We know about
his sins with Bathsheba and Uriah (2 Samuel
11-12) and the ways he didn’t trust the Lord as

Néu ban chi c6 thé dwa ra mot 10i khuyén cho
nhitng nguoi than yéu trude khi qua doi, do sé
la gi? Di san quan trong nhat ban cé thé dé lai
cho ho la gi? Nhiing cau hoi nhu thé nay da
vang vong qua nhiéu thoi dai.

Bai doc mot hdm nay md ta nhitng loi cudi
cung cia Vua Pavit vai con trai minh la
Solomon. Trong cudc tro chuyén d6 - khéng
phai tat ca déu co trong bai doc hom nay -
Pavit dua ra rat nhiéu chi dan, bao gém ca mot
s6 chién lwoc manh mé dé giir vimg vuong
qudc. Nhung hom nay ching ta chi doc 10i
khuyén dau tién va quan trong nhat ma ong da
dua ra: "Hay tuan gitr ménh Iénh cia Chua"
(1V 2,3). Boi vi mon qua quan trong nhat ma
6ng c6 thé dé lai cho con trai minh khdng phai
la cua cai hay quyén luc. Thay vao do, d6 1a
phan thudng cho viéc vun dap mot méi lién hé
trung thanh véi Chua.

Nhin chung, loi khuyén cua Pavit 1a mot mé
hon don. Nhung roi, cudc doi ong ciing vay.
Ong khéng phai 1a mot vi vua hoan hao hay
moét nguoi cha hoan hao. Ching ta biét vé
nhitng toi 16i cua 6ng véi Bat-sé-ba va U-ri-a
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Chua suét doi. Vi vay, khi ban giao vuong
qudc, Pavit biét raing mdi lién hé cua Salémon
v6i Chia quan trong hon nhiéu so véi nhiing gi
6ng s¢ hitu hay nguoi ma ong chi huy. Mo

kingdom, David knew that Solomon’s
relationship with God was far more important
than what he owned or whom he commanded.
That relationship would be the foundation on
which his kingdom would be built.
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The same goes for you. Even if you’ve had | Piéu twong tu ciing dung vai ban. Ngay ca khi
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your ups and downs, like David, you can still
invite the people you care about to follow the
Lord. You can leave them the legacy of the
way you related to the Lord during your life
and how that affected the way you related to
other people. They can learn from the example
of how you received mercy from God, how
you did your best to serve him and trust him,
and how you intend to love him to the end.
These are the priorities that will leave a
priceless inheritance for your loved ones.
Because the best legacy you can leave your
family is the example of a life surrendered to
the Lord.

“Father, help me to love you better so that my
life can be a lasting example for everyone who
knows me.”

ban di trai qua nhitng thang tram, giéng nhu
Davit, ban van c6 thé moi goi nhirng ngudi ban
quan tdm theo Chua. Ban c6 thé dé lai cho ho
di san vé céch ban lién hé véi Chla trong subt
cudc doi minh va cach diéu d6 anh huéng dén
cach ban lién hé voi nguoi khac. Ho cd thé hoc
hoi tir tim guong vé cach ban nhan duoc long
thuong x6t cua Chua, cach ban di cb gang hét
strc dé phung su va tin cdy Ngai, va cach ban
du dinh yéu mén Ngai dén cung. Day 1a nhitng
vu tién s& dé lai mot di san vo gia cho nhiing
nguoi than yéu cta ban. Baoi vi di san quy gia
nhét ban cd thé dé lai cho gia dinh chinh 1a tdm
guong vé mot cude doi pho thac cho Chia.

Lay Cha, xin gidp con yéu mén Cha nhiéu hon,
dé cudc doi con c6 thé tro thanh mot tam
guong truong ton cho tat ca nhitng ai biét con.

Mc 6, 7-13 Mark 6:7-13

Chiia Giésu... ban cho ho uy quyén trén cac than 6 ué (Mc 6,7)

The British author C. S. Lewis once wrote,
“There are two equal and opposite errors into
which our race can fall about the devils. One is
to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to
believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy
interest in them.”

The topic of “unclean spirits” can spark an
“unhealthy interest” in us or just fill us with
fear. But in today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us
that while evil spirits do exist, we should not
fear them (Mark 6:7). As he gathers the
apostles and sends them out to advance the
kingdom of God, he also gives them—ordinary
men—authority over these spirits. As a result,
they “drove out many demons” (6:13).

Jesus wants us to live in the freedom that he
won for us and invites us to participate in the

Téc gia nguoi Anh C. S. Lewis di tung viét:
“C6 hai sai 1am ngang nhau va trai nguoc nhau
ma loai ngudi ching ta c6 thé mac phai vé ma
quy. Mot Ia khdng tin vao sy ton tai cua ching.
Hai 1a tin tuéng va cam thiy quan tdm qua
muc va khong lanh manh dén chung.”

Cha @& vé “than 6 ué” co thé khoi day “su
quan tam khdng lanh manh” d6i véi ching ta
hodc khién chung ta so hai. Nhung trong bai
Tin Mung hém nay, Chua Giésu day chdng ta
rang du than dir c6 ton tai nhung ching ta
khong nén s¢ chung (Mc 6,7). Khi tap hop cac
tong d6 va sai ho di loan bao vé& vwong qudc
cua Thién Chua, Ngai ciling trao cho ho -
nhitng nguoi binh thudng - quyén lyc ddi Voi
nhitng than 6 ué nay. Két qua la ho “da trur
duoc nhidu quy” (6,13).

Chua Giésu muén ching ta séng trong su tu do
ma Ngai da gianh dugc cho chung ta va moi
goi ching ta tham gia vao cong cudc phat trién
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work of advancing his kingdom. We can do
that by acting on the authority we’ve received
in Baptism. How?

First, recognize that one way the enemy
influences us is by convincing us to believe
things that are not true. Take a moment to
invite the Lord to reveal any lies that may have
entered your mind: “I’'m not worthy to be
loved” or “I will always be rejected” or “My
value is based on what I achieve.” Then,
counter these lies by speaking God’s truths.
For example, say out loud, “Nothing can
separate me from God’s love” (Romans 8:38-
39) or “I am worth more than many sparrows”
(Luke 12:7). Allow these truths to renew your
way of thinking and speaking.

Second, act on the words in today’s Gospel by
speaking directly to the “unclean spirits” you
think are behind these lies. Whether you are
praying for yourself or with someone else,
command them in the name of Jesus to leave.
Pray with confidence and with an awareness of
the authority that Jesus has given you. Know
that he is with you every time you call on his
name.

“Jesus, help me embrace the authority you
have given me.”

vuong qudc cua Ngai. Ching ta c6 thé lam
diéu d6 bang cach hanh dong dua trén tham
quyén ma chung ta da nhan dugc trong Bi tich
Rura toi. Bang cach nao?

Pau tién, hdy nhan ra rang mot cach ké thu anh
hudng dén ching ta Ia thuyét phuc ching ta tin
nhitng diéu khéng cé that. Hay danh mot chut
thoi gian dé xin Chua soi sang bat ky loi noi
déi nao c6 thé di xam nhap vao tam tri ban:
“T61 khong xting dang dugc yéu thuong” hoac
“Téi s& ludn bi tir chdi” hodc “Gia tri cta toi
dwa trén nhimg gi toi dat dugce”. Sau d6, chéng
lai nhitng 161 ddi tra nay bang cach ndi 1én 1&
that caa Chida. Chang han, hiy néi to: “Khong
gi c6 thé tach toi ra khoi tinh yéu ctua Chtia”
(Rm 8,38-39) hoic “Tbi quy gia hon nhiéu con
chim s¢” (Lc 12,7). Hay dé nhitng su that nay
d6i méi cach suy nghi va cach noi cua ban.

Thtr hai, hdy hanh dong theo nhiing loi trong
Tin Mung hém nay bang cach néi chuyén truc
tiép voi “cac than 6 ué” ma ban nghi ding
dang sau nhitng loi ddi tra nay. DU ban dang
cau nguyén cho chinh minh hay véi nguoi
khac, hdy nhan danh Chua Giésu ma ra Iénh
cho chiing roi di. Hay cau nguyén véi long tin
tuong va y thirc vé tham quyén ma Chia Giésu
da ban cho ban. Hay biét rang Ngai ludn ¢ bén
ban mdi khi ban goi tén Ngai.

Lay Chtia Giésu, xin giGp con ndm lay tham
quyén ma Chua da ban cho con.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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