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Bit cir ai xin thi s&é nhan dwoc (Mt 7,8)

Are there days when you feel as if Jesus’
words here just don’t apply to you? Days—or
even longer—when you think that God is, in
fact, handing you a stone or a snake instead of
bread or a fish (Matthew 7:9-10)? Or maybe
you struggle to understand why, when you
“ask,” “seek,” or “knock,” it seems as if he’s
just not answering (7:7). Your faith tells you
that God is all good and all loving, but your
experience seems to be pointing in a different
direction. Why is this?

Here’s an answer you may not like—but it’s an
honest one: we simply don’t know. It could be
that his answer to your prayer is a quiet no. It
could be that you’re asking for the wrong thing
and that God has something better in mind for
you. Or it could be “not yet”—he will respond,
but just not right now. Or it could be
something altogether different. Whatever the
reason, you are facing the mystery of God’s
will, and it can sometimes be hard to accept it.

But even if the answer, or “non-answer,” is not
very comforting, Jesus’ promise remains true:
“everyone who asks, receives” (Matthew 7:8).
Everyone receives. Maybe in ways we don’t
expect. Maybe in ways we cannot perceive.
Maybe in ways we will experience only in
heaven. But our heavenly Father hears every
prayer we offer. He hears the cries of our
hearts. And he gives us the grace we need, the
wisdom we need, or the courage or hope or
correction or refocus that we need. Sometimes,

C6 nhitng ngay ban cam thay nhu thé loi Chla
Giésu ¢ day khong ap dung cho ban? Nhirng
ngay - hoac tham chi dai hon - khi ban nghi
rang thuc té, Chiia dang trao cho ban mot hon
da hodc mot con ran thay vi banh hoac ca (Mt
7,9-10)? Hoac co I8 ban khé hiéu tai sao, khi
ban “cau xin”, “tim kiém” hodc “gd cura”,
duong nhu Ngai khong tra 1oi (7,7). Bac tin
cua ban cho ban biét rang Chua Ia toan thién va
toan yéu thuong, nhung kinh nghiém cta ban
duong nhu chi ra mot huong khac. Tai sao lai
nhu vay?

Pay 1a mot cau tra 16i ma ban cd thé khong
thich - nhung d6 1a mot cau tra 1oi thanh that:
chung ta don gian la khong biét. C6 thé cau tra
loi cia Ngai cho loi cau nguyén caa ban 1a mot
loi tir chdi nhe nhang. C6 thé ban dang cau xin
diéu sai trai va Chua c6 diéu tot hon danh cho
ban. Hoic c6 thé 1a “chwa dén lac” - Ngai s&
tra 101, nhung khong phai ngay bay gio. Hoac
c6 thé 13 mot didu hoan toan khac. Du ly do la
gi, ban dang dbi mat véi sy mau nhiém vé y
muén cua Chia, va doi khi that kho dé chap
nhan diéu do.

Nhung ngay ca khi cau tra 1oi, hay “sy khong
tra 10617, khong may an ui, loi hra cia Chula

Giésu van dung: “Ai xin thi s& dugc” (Mt 7.8). 2

Ai ciing dugc nhan. C6 thé theo nhiing céch %ﬁ%@
ching ta khong ngo téi. Co6 the theo nhing ég
cach chang ta khdng thé nhan biét. Co thé theo | 5
nhitng cdch chung ta chi trai nghiém dugc & g’%b@
thién dang. Nhung Cha trén troi nghe moi 10i ééizk
cau nguyén chung ta dang 1én. Ngai nghe tiéng :@
kéu than tir day long chiing ta. Va Ngai ban ?5"
cho chiing ta an sung ching ta cn, sy khon %%@
ngoan chung ta can, hoac long can dam, niem | <,

hy vong, su stra day hay su dinh huéng lai ma

BB BB B
S S = 9 =9

S
o e 5 2 B

&7

Rl



)
7

50
L
S
L
5
38
2o
I
<
?;%j@
é;%

& %@

ﬂE'
7

Dol

S0 o o By

oo Telh

o

&2 IR IR IR IR, 4. ¢ &R I8
Re Hg Fg Fg Hig Fig By Ry R By

@S

he even gives us the silence that we need so
that we will continue to grapple with our
feelings and come to a better grasp of his
calling and direction for us.

Jesus promises that God will “give good things
to those who ask him” (Matthew 7:11). He is
faithful. He is loving. He is just. He is kind and
merciful. Hold onto those truths, no matter
what you are dealing with. Grasp them tightly.
Inscribe them in your memory. Write them on
a piece of paper, and keep it in your pocket as a
reminder. Give yourself the gift of time, and
ask the Lord to give you the gift of patience.
He won’t fail you. Make this your prayer, day
and night:

“The Lord will complete what he has done for
me; your kindness, O Lord, endures forever;
forsake not the work of your hands” (Psalm
138:8).

chang ta can. Poi khi, Ngai tham chi con ban
cho ching ta sy im lang ma ching ta can dé
ching ta tiép tuc vat 1on véi cam xdc caa minh
va hiéu rd hon vé 10i kéu goi va sy hudng dan
cua Ngai danh cho chdng ta.

Chla Giésu htra rang Thién Chla s& “ban
nhitng diéu t6t lanh cho nhitng ai cau xin
Ngai” (Mt 7,11). Ngai trung tin. Ngai yéu
thuong. Ngai cong chinh. Ngai nhan tr va
thuong xo6t. Hay gilr vitng nhiing chan ly do,
bat ké ban dang d6i mat véi diéu gi. Hay nam
chat lay ching. Hay khic ghi ching vao tri
nhé. Viét chiing ra mot manh gidy va gii trong
tai nhu mot loi nhac nhé. Hay danh cho minh
mon qua thoi gian, va cau xin Chda ban cho
ban mén qua kién nhan. Ngai s& khéng bé roi
ban. Hay cau nguyén diéu niay ngay dém:

“Chua s€ hoan thanh nhiing gi Ngai da lam cho
t6i; 10ng nhan tir cia Choa con mai dén doi
doi; xin ding bo roi cong viéc tay Chaa” (Tv
138,8).

; Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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