R

-y

1Sm 24, 3-21 1 Samuel 24:3-21
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Khi Dirc Chua giao ta vao tay con... con di khong giét ta (1Sm 24,19)

David’s reaction to Saul was so disarming,
wasn’t it? Even as Saul and his army of three
thousand men were tracking down David to
kill him, David did something so unexpected
that it left both his supporters and his enemies
in shock. Given the opportunity to defend
himself and take Saul’s life—or at least take
him captive—David did neither. His inaction
didn’t make sense. In fact, it seemed illogical.
Even David’s supporters pointed out that
divine intervention must have been at work to
let Saul walk right into the cave where David
and his men were hiding!
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But David was determined to spare Saul’s life,
even in the face of so much hostility, because
he trusted in God’s plan and timing. He was
fully convinced that God would do what he
had promised—to raise David to become king
of Israel—and that David didn’t have to resort
to taking matters into his own hands to make it
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? happen. He trusted that somehow, in ways he
5(‘ couldn’t imagine, on a timeline he didn’t
©. understand, God would fulfill his word.

LS

=N (‘ What’s more, David had a deep respect and
ég reverence for Saul’s calling and position as
=/ (‘ king of Israel. Despite all of Saul’s failings as a
? leader and despite knowing that Saul had
9 R« forfeited his role as God’s chosen king, David
b still honored the position that God had given

Saul. And he trusted that God would take care
of him.

When you are tempted to take matters into
your own hands or resort to sinful methods in
order to accomplish something you think is
good, let David’s example inspire you. Place
your trust even more firmly in God, the One

Phan ung cua Pavit truéc Saolé that dang kinh
ngac, phai khong? Ngay ca khi Saolé va doi
quan ba ngan nguoi cua hin dang truy ling
Pavit dé giét ong, Pavit da lam mot diéu bat
ngo dén muc khién ca nhitng nguoi ung ho 1an
ké thu ctia ong déu sitng sbt. Co co hoi tu vé va
ldy mang Saolé - hozc it nhat 1a bat 6ng ta lam
tu binh - Pavit da khong lam gi ca. Sy im lang
cta Ong that vo ly. Thuyc té, né cé vé phi logic.
Ngay ca nhitng nguoi ung ho Pavit ciing chi ra
rang chac han c6 su can thiép cua Chua méi dé
Saolé di thang vao hang noi Pavit va quan linh
ctia 6ng dang an nau!

Nhung Davit quyét tm tha mang cho Saolg,
ngay ca khi d6i mat véi rat nhiéu su thu dich,
boi vi 6ng tin tudng vao ké hoach va thoi diém
cua Chtia. Ong hoan toan tin chic rang Chua s&
thuc hién loi hira cua Ngai - dua Pavit 1€n lam
vua Israel - va Pavit khong can phai ty minh
giai quyét van dé dé diéu dé xay ra. Ong tin
rang bang cach nao d6, theo nhitng cach ma
6ng khong thé tuong tugng dugc, vao mot moc
thoi gian ma 6ng khong hiéu, Chla s& thuc
hién loi hua cua Ngai.

Hon nira, Pavit vo cung kinh trong va tén kinh
su kéu goi va dia vi vua Israel cua Saolé. Bat
chap tit ca nhitng that bai cua Saolé trong vai
tro 1anh dao va bat chap viéc biét rang Saolé da
tr bo vai tro la vi vua dugc Chla chon, Pavit
van ton trong dia vi ma Chiia da ban cho Saolé.
Va 6ng tin rang Chda s& chiam soc 6ng.

Khi ban bi cdm dd ty minh giai quyét van dé
hodc dung dén nhitng phuong phap toi 161 dé
dat duoc didu gi d6 ma ban cho la tot, hiy dé
tam guong cua Pavit truyén cam hang cho

ban. Hiy dat niém tin viing chic hon vao
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who has the ultimate good in mind. Is there
something that you want to take hold of right
away, but it might not be God’s timing yet?
Trust him to lead you and show you when it is
time to act, and when it is time to wait with
hopeful expectation. Imagine handing this
situation to the Lord and telling him, “Lord, I
trust your plan, and I trust your timing. Thank
you for caring for me in ways that | see and in
ways that I don’t yet see.”

Chua, Pang luon nghi dén diéu tét dep nhat.
C6 diéu gi ban mudn nam bat ngay lap tac,
nhung c6 thé chua dén thoi diém cua Chula?
Hay tin cay Ngai dan dat ban va chi cho ban
biét khi ndo can hanh dong, va khi ndo can cho
doi voi niém hy vong. Hiy tuéng tuwong ban
trao phé tinh huéng nay cho Chla va néi voi
Ngai: “Lay Chua, con tin tudng vao ké hoach
cia Ngai, va con tin tuéng vao thoi diém cua
Ngai. Cam on Chua da cham soéc con theo
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~ nhing cach con thay va ca nhiing cach con CE%
% chua thay.” @
9 9
% “Lord, I trust you with my whole life!” Lay Chua, con tin cay Chua hét long! %
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é%q Mc 3, 13-19 Mark 3:13-19 ) ) 6‘{%
] (‘ Roi Nguwoi I1€n ndi va goi dén voi Ngwoi nhirng ké Ngwoi muon. Va cac ong dén véi Nguoi @
?sS (Mc 3,13) ?
W : — 7
©) N€u vuong quoc cua Chla la mot tap doan, thi | s,

If the kingdom of God were a corporation, then
Jesus, the “CEO,” would follow the business
world’s best practices for screening candidates
to be his apostles. He would announce the job
openings, people would apply, and Jesus would
conduct a series of interviews to screen out

Chua Giésu, “CEQ”, sé& tuan theo céc théng lé
t6t nhat cua thé gioi kinh doanh dé sang loc cac
ng Vvién tré thanh tong do ciia minh. Ngai s&
thong bao cac vj tri tuyén dung, moi nguoi s&
nop don va Chiia Giésu s& tién hanh mot loat
c4c cudc phong van dé sang loc nhitng tng
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® unsuitable candidates. He would pick only the | vién khong phu hop. Ngai s& chi chon “nhitng
54 “best of the best.” nguoi gioi nhat trong s6 nhimg nguoi gioi | @2
%fj () nhat”. % ®

But that’s not what he did. The men Jesus
chose in today’s Gospel surely didn’t seem to

Nhung d6 khong phai la nhitng gi Ngai da lam.
Nhitng nguoi ma Chla Giésu chon trong Tin
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é%? be “elite.” They bickered over who was the | miung hdm nay chic Chér] khéng c6 vé gi la %ﬂ
° (‘ greatest. They fell asleep during his agony in | “tinh hoa”. Ho cai nhau vé viéc ai 1a nguoi vi (‘
g’r Gethsemane and ran away after his capture. | dai nhat. Ho ngu thiép di trong con dau don

cia Ngai ¢ Vuon Ghét-sé-ma-ni va bo chay
sau khi Ngai bi bat. Phéro da choi Chua Giésu
ba lan, va Giuda da phan boi Ngai.
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Peter denied Jesus three times, and Judas g@‘
betrayed him. ?
SES
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Nhung vuong qudc cia Chda khong phai la %%
mot tap doan. N6 giong nhu mot khu vuon 0
A -
hon. Nhu Thanh Phanxicd de Sales, nguol ma g%
chling ta mung 1€ hom nay, da ting viét, f’jj(‘
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But the kingdom of God is not a corporation.
It’s more like a garden. As St. Francis de Sales,
whose feast we celebrate today, once wrote,
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At creation God commanded plants to bear
fruit, each according to its kind (Genesis 1:11-
12). In the same way, he commanded
Christians, who are the living plants of his
church (John 15:5), to produce fruits of
devotion, each according to ability and state in
life. (Introduction to the Devout Life)

Jesus knows what kind of fruit he’s looking for,
and he knows who can produce that fruit—
because he’s the one who “planted” them in the
first place. He chose them because he knew
who they could become. That’s why he picked
the men he did. He knew that the time they
spent with him and the working of the Holy
Spirit in their hearts would lift them up and
change the way they thought and acted. He
knew that each of these men could bring his
gospel to the world.

Jesus still summons those he wants today—and
he wants you! Maybe you’re not called to be
an apostle, but you are called to be a disciple.
Jesus knew what he was doing when he chose
you. Yes, he sees your flaws and weaknesses.
But, as with the apostles, he sees your
goodness as well and all that you can become.
He knows the fruit you will bear, and it’s fruit
that only you can bear.

The Lord wants you in his garden. He has a
special place for you.

“Lord, here I am. Help me to bear fruit for your
kingdom today!”

Khi sang thé, Chda truyén lénh cho cay cbi
phai sinh trai, moi cay tuy theo loai (St 1,11-
12). Twong tu nhu vay, Ngai truyén lénh cho
cac Kitd hitu, nhitng cay séng cta Hoi thanh
Ngai (Ga 15,5), phai sinh hoa tréi cua long dao
duc, moi nguoi tly theo kha ning va trang thai
trong cudc song. (Gidi thiéu vé Poi séng dao
duc)

Chla Giésu biét Ngai dang tim loai hoa tréi
nao, va Ngai biét ai co thé sinh hoa trai do -
boi vi Ngai 1a Pang da “trong” ho ngay tir dau.
Ngai chon ho vi Ngai biét ho c6 thé tro thanh
ai. Do la ly do tai sao Ngai chon nhitng nguoi
nhu vay. Ngai biét rang thoi gian ho danh cho
Ngai va su hoat dong cua Chla Thanh Than
trong 10ng ho s& nang d& ho va thay doi cach
ho suy nghi va hanh dong. Ngai biét rang mdi
ngudi trong s6 nhitng ngudi nay c6 thé mang
Tin ming ciia Ngai dén vai thé gioi.

Chla Giésu van triéu tap nhitng ngudi Ngai
muén ngay nay - va Ngai muon ban! C6 thé
ban khong dugc kéu goi dé tro thanh mot tong
d6, nhung ban dugc kéu goi dé tro thanh mot
mon dé. Chda Giésu biét Ngai dang lam gi khi
Ngai chon ban. Pung vay, Ngai nhin thiy
nhitng khuyét diém va diém yéu cua ban.
Nhung, gidng nhu cic tong dd, Ngai ciing nhin
thdy 10ng t6t cua ban va tat ca nhing gi ban c6
thé tro thanh. Ngai biét hoa trai ban sé sinh ra,
va d6 1a hoa trai ma chi ban mai cé thé sinh ra.

Chda mudn ban & trong vuon cua Ngai. Ngai
cO mot noi dac biét danh cho ban.

Lay Chua, con day. Xin gitp con sinh hoa tréi
cho vuong quoc caa Ngai ngay hém nay!

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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