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Mary in anger or accusation. He seems to have
taken his time to discern what to say and do.
Then, after considering his options, he
“decided to divorce her quietly” (Matthew
1:19). In that decision, he gave up the plans he
had made for the future he might have dreamed
they would have together, and he accepted the
humiliating shame of the scandal—both for
Mary and for himself.

We know the rest of the story: an angel
appeared to Joseph in a dream and set him
straight about Mary’s pregnancy. Joseph then
accepted God’s calling for him and went on to
raise Jesus as his own son. But let’s consider
how we can learn from Joseph’s response to
Mary’s seeming betrayal.

First, be honest with God. As Joseph took time
before making a decision, he surely brought the
reality of the situation to the Lord in prayer.
There, he considered the commands of God’s
law along with his love for Mary. Similarly,

ong da khong ndi gign hay budc toi Maria.
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Maria va cho chinh minh.
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you can tell God about your situation,
including any hurt or anger you may be feeling
toward the other person or even toward the
Lord.

Second, remain open to God. Even as you are
deciding how to handle the situation before
you, keep in mind that God may want to lead
you in a different direction. Like Joseph, be
brave and humble enough to change course.

Be honest. Remain open. Do this, and you can
trust that God will lead you. He will give you
the wisdom you are asking for. And even
better, he will give you a heart of love for the
people in your life.

“St. Joseph, pray that I may trust in God even
when I’m hurt or unsure about what to do.”

Vi tinh yéu thuong danh cho Maria. Tuong tu,
ban c6 thé n6i voi Chida vé tinh hudng cua
minh, bao gom bat ky ndi dau hay sy tac gian
nao ban co6 thé cam thiy déi véi nguoi khac
hoac tham chi ddi véi Chua.

Thr hai, hdy lubn ma long vai Chla. Ngay ca
khi ban dang quyét dinh cach xi ly tinh hubng
truéc mét, hdy nhé rang Chaa cé thé muén dan
dit ban theo mot huéng khéc. Gidng nhu
Giuse, hiy can dam va khiém nhuong du dé
thay d6i hudng di.

Hay thanh that. Hay lubn m¢ long. Lam nhu
vay, va ban c6 thé tin tuong rang Chua sé& dan
dit ban. Ngai s& ban cho ban sy khén ngoan
ma ban dang cau xin. Va tham chi t6t hon nira,
Ngai sé ban cho ban mot trai tim yéu thuong
danh cho nhitng nguoi trong cudc séng cua
ban.

Lay Thanh Giuse, Xin Ccau nguyén cho con co
the tin tudng vao Chua ngay ca khi con bi ton
thuong hoac khong chac chan phai lam gi.

; Nguén: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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