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Gab, 1-16 John 5:1-16

Mot nguoi dan ong bi ligt sudt 38 nim (Ga 5,5)
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You’ve probably heard that numbers play an
important role in Scripture. We’re familiar
with the significance of numbers like 7 and 3
and 12. But what about 38? That’s the number
of years the paralyzed man in today’s Gospel
had lain by the Pool of Bethesda. Does that
number mean anything?

Probably. Some commentators believe it’s
meant to remind us of the thirty-eight years
that Moses and the Israelites spent in an oasis
called Kadesh-Barnea as their “headquarters.”
More than once, the people tried to enter the
Promised Land from there, but they could
never seem to get very far. It took them thirty-
eight years—and many lessons in holiness—
before they finally reached their destination.

Similarly, the paralyzed man in today’s Gospel
was also stuck. He was within reach of the
pool where healing was to be found, but he
could not get there. So over time he became
embittered and gave up trying. But now, after
thirty-eight years, the time had come for him to
enter into his own “promised land™!

But did you notice what happened next? The
man essentially got Jesus in trouble with the
authorities, so that they “began to persecute
Jesus” (John 5:16). Rather than following Jesus
as a new disciple, he went on to live his own
life on his own terms. He may have been
healed physically, but spiritually, he remained
focused on himself.

This man’s story is a cautionary tale for all of
us. Jesus wants to answer our prayers, but he

Chac han ban da tirng nghe ndi rang cac con sb
dong vai tro quan trong trong Kinh Thanh.
Chang ta quen thugc véi y nghia cua cac con
s6 nhu 7, 3 va 12. Nhung con con sb 38 thi
sa0? Do 1a s6 nim mMa nguoi dan ong bi liét
trong bai Tin mung hém nay nam bén hd
Bethesda. Con s d6 ¢ y nghia gi khong?

Co6 I& 1a c6. Mot s6 nha chi giai tin rang no
nham nhic nhé ching ta vé 38 nam ma Mdisen
va dan lIsrael da song tai mot 6¢c dao goi 1a
Kadesh-Barnea nhu 1a “tru s& chinh” cua ho.
Hon mét lan, dan chang di c6 gang tién vao
Pat Hua tir d6, nhung duong nhu ho khéng
bao gid di duoc xa. Ho dd mat 38 nam - va trai
qua nhiéu bai hoc vé su thanh thién - truée khi
cudi cung dén duogc dich dén.

Tuong tu, ngudi dan 6ng bi liét trong bai Tin
mung hém nay ciing bi mac ket. Ong & gan hd
nude noi ¢6 thé tim thay su chira lanh, nhung
6ng khong thé dén duoc d6. Vi vay, theo thoi
gian, ong tré nén cay dang va tir bo viéc cb
gang. Nhung gio ddy, sau ba muoi tim nam,
thoi diém 6ng budc vao “ving dat hira” cua
riéng minh da dén!

Nhung ban c6 dé y diéu gi xay ra tiép theo

khéng? Vé co ban, nguoi dan ong nay da khié:n 2
Chta Giésu gap rac roi véi chinh quyen, den %ﬁ%@
noi ho “bat b¢ Chla Giésu” (Ga 5,16). Thay vi ég
theo Chla Giésu nhu mot mon dé méi, 6ng lai é’&%
séng cudc doi riéng theo y minh. Ong c6 thé da g’j ®
dugc chira lanh vé thé xac, nhung vé tam linh, | ¢
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ong van chi tap trung vao ban than. :@
O
Cau chuyén cia ngudi dan ong nay 1a mot bai %%@
hoc canh tinh cho tat ca ching ta. Chia Giésu | =,

mudn dap 10i cau nguyén cia chung ta, nhung
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also wants to change us. He wants to heal us:
to tell us to take up our mat and walk (John
5:8), but he also wants us to “not sin any more”
(5:14). Of course, he knows we’re not perfect,
but he does want to see us take up the life of
discipleship and obedience to him. And for
that, we need to listen to his word and try our
best to live out that word.

You don’t have to wait a full thirty-eight years
to enter the promised land that Jesus has in
store for you. It’s available to you right now.
Will you take up your mat and walk,
determined not to “sin any more”?

“Jesus, thank you for setting me free! Help me
to follow you wherever you lead.”

Ngai ciing mudn thay doi chung ta. Ngai mudn
chira lanh ching ta: bao ching ta hay vac chiéu
minh ma di (Ga 5,8), nhung Ngai ciing mudn
chung ta “ding pham toi nira” (5,14). Tat
nhién, Ngai biét ching ta khoéng hoan hao,
nhung Ngai mudn thy chling ta séng doi séng
mon dé va vang phuc Ngai. Va dé lam duoc
diéu d6, ching ta can lang nghe 151 Ngai va ¢
gang hét stc dé sdng theo 161 do.

Ban khong can phai cho doi tron ba muoi tam
nam dé budc vao ving dat hira ma Chla Giésu
danh cho ban. Vung dat d6 dang mé ra cho ban
ngay bay gid. Ban c6 sin sang vac chiéu cua
minh va budc di, quyét tim khong “pham toi
ntra” khong?

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam on Chua vi da giai
thoat con! Xin gitp con budc theo Chua den
bat ctr noi nao Chula dan dat.

; Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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