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Lay Chiia, xin thwong xét con 1a ké t§i 15i (Lc 18,13)
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In Luke’s Gospel today, Jesus addresses a
parable to “those who were convinced of their
own righteousness and despised everyone else”
(18:9). He describes two men who go to the
Temple to pray. One, a Pharisee, “spoke this
prayer to himself,” and boasted of his life of
sacrifice and discipline (18:11-12). You can
almost imagine him patting himself on the
back: How much better | am than that tax
collector!

By contrast, Jesus portrays the tax collector as
praying out of genuine sorrow for his sin. The
man  doesn’t express pride in  his
accomplishments. Quite the opposite, he seems
to recognize that nothing he can do on his own
would ever set things right. Instead, he
confesses his need for divine mercy: “O God,
be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13).

These men illustrate God’s words to the
prophet Hosea centuries earlier: “It is love that
I desire, not sacrifice” (6:6). There is nothing
wrong with offering sacrifices as the Pharisee
in the parable did; God had asked for them.
But God reminds Israel that sacrifices without
love are like “a morning cloud, like the dew
that early passes away” (6:4). In the same way,
the self-satisfaction in the Pharisee’s heart had
tainted his sacrifices such that he didn’t go
home justified.

This parable reminds us that God wants our
obedience to flow from our love for him. No
amount of sacrifice or good deeds can justify

Trong Tin mung Luca hém nay, Chua Giésu ké
mot du ngodn cho “nhig nguoi tu cho minh la
cong chinh va khinh thuong moi nguoi khac”
(18,9). Ngai md ta hai ngudi dén Dén tho cau
nguyén. Mot ngudi, la nguoi Phariséu, “tu ndi
v6i minh 16i cdu nguyén nay”, va khoe khoang
vé doi song hy sinh va tiét ché cua minh
(18,11-12). Ban gan nhu c6 thé hinh dung 6ng
ta ty vO lung khen minh: T6i hon han nguoi
thu thué kia!

Nguoc lai, Chlia Giésu miéu ta nguoi thu thué
Cau nguyén voi long an nin chan thanh vé toi
16i ctia minh. Nguoi dan 6ng nay khong to ra
kiéu ngao vé nhiing thanh tyu cia minh. Trai
lai, dwong nhu 6ng nhan ra rang khong c6 diéu
gi 6ng tu lam dugc co thé sira chita moi Viéc.
Thay vao d6, ong thi nhan nhu cau can long
thuong xo6t cua Chua: “Lay Chuaa, xin thuong
x0t con la ké toi 16i” (Lc 18,13).

Nhitng nguoi nay minh hoa loi Chla phéan vai
tién tri Hosé nhiéu thé ky trude: “Ta mudn tinh
yéu thuong chir khong phai cia 1& hy sinh”
(6,6). Khong c6 gi sai khi dang té 18 nhu nguoi
Phariséu trong du ngén da lam; Thién Chua da
yéu cau diéu d6. Nhung Thién Chua nhic nho
dan Israel rang té 18 khong co tinh yéu thuong
thi giéng nhu “dam may budi s6m, nhu suong
mai tan bién” (6,4). Ciing vay, su tu man trong
10ng nguoi Phariséu da 1am 6 ué té I& cua 6ng
dén ndi 6ng khong duge xung cong chinh khi
vé nha.

Du ngdn nay nhic nhd ching ta rang Thién
Chla muén sy vang phuc cua chling ta xuat
phét tir tinh yéu thuong danh cho Ngai. Khong
c6 bat ky su hy sinh hay viéc 1am tét nao c6 thé
xung cong chinh chiing ta trudc mat Ngai; chi
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@&B us before him; only God can do that. The | c6 Thién Chia méi c6 thé lam diéu do. Nhing ?&
g%% things we do are important to God, but on their | viéc chung ta lam rat quan trong doi vai Thién %

@ own, they can never make us right with him. Chua, nhung tu chdng, chung khéng bao gio é&ﬁ
@ c6 thé lam cho chlng ta dugc cong chinh trudc | &
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% Néu ban muén biét su tu do cua sy tha thi tir f;%@
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) If you want to know the freedom of God’s | Thién Chua, thi hdy gat bo danh sach nhiing
g’% forgiveness, then put aside your list of good | viéc lam tot — va ca nhitng that bai — cua ban %@%
= @ deeds—and failures—and come to the Lord | va dén voi Chua vai mot tam long khiém éﬁ}

ER with a humble hea.rt. Put your faith in his | nhuong. _Hﬁy dat niém tin vao long thuong x6t %(i%
%@ mercy and the salvation Jesus has won for you. | cia Ngai va sy cttu roi ma Chua Giésu da :ﬁ}
? Offer him your love and sorrow for your sins. | gianh dugc cho ban. Hay dang Ién Ngai tinh ?

N R@ He will surely forgive, for “the one who | yéu thuong va sy hoi han ve toi loi cua ban. %%%@
© humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:14). | Ngai chac chan s€ tha tha, vi “ngudi nao ha g&
g@@ minh xuong sé€ duoc ton 1én” (Lc 18,14). %
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