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Qudc gia vi dai nao cd nhirng dao luat va sic Iénh cong bang nhw toan b luit nay? (Pnl
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§ %@ The Book of Deuteronomy opens as the
? Israelites are about to cross the Jordan River
d R@ and enter the Promised Land. In the first four
) chapters, Moses recounts the Israelites’
RS military victories and stresses the importance
E0 | of fidelity to God and his laws. He knows he
?R won’t accompany the people across the Jordan
b @ (Deuteronomy 1:37), so he tells them all they
9 need to know so they can flourish in their new
% homeland.
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gg That brings us to today’s first reading, as
=D Moses reminds his people of the treasure they
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have in God’s law: “Thus will you give
evidence of your wisdom and intelligence”
(Deuteronomy 4:6). What a reminder for us as
welll Not only is God’s law a trustworthy
guide for living a holy and just life, but it also
demonstrates how much God loves us—and
how close he is to us. What other people, as
Moses asks, has such a great god (4:7)?

We know that God’s laws are a gift to us. They
set boundaries for our behavior and show us
how to love God and our neighbor. But who
hasn’t struggled to keep the commandments?
Who hasn’t bristled at their restrictions when
we find it difficult to obey them, and even
begin to resent the God who gave them to us?

If that’s the case with you at times, Moses’
words can give you a larger, more appreciative

Sach Pé Nhi Luat mo dau khi dan Israel sip
vuot séng Giodan va tién vao Dat Hua. Trong
bén chuong dau, Mdisen thuat lai nhiing chién
thang quan sy cua dan Israel va nhan manh tam
quan trong cua long trung thanh véi Thién
Chua va luat 1& caa Ngai. Ong biét minh s&
khong cung dan vuot song Giodan (Pnl 1,37),
vi vay 6ng noi cho ho biét tat ca nhiing gi ho
can biét dé ho c6 thé thinh vuong ¢ qué huong
mai.

Piéu d6 dan ching ta dén bai doc thir nhat hdm
nay, khi Méisen nhic nhé dan minh vé kho bau
ma ho c6 trong luat phap cua Thién Chda:
“Cac nguoi hay ching téo sy khén ngoan va
thdng minh ctia minh nhu thé nao” (Pnl 4,6).
That 12 mot 1oi nhac nhé tuyét voi cho ching
ta! Luat phap caa Thién Chua khodng chi la mot
kim chi nam dang tin cay dé séng mot cudc
séng thanh thién va cong chinh, ma con cho
thdy Thién Chua yéu thuong chiing ta biét bao
— va Ngai gan giii v6i chung ta dén mic nao.
Nhu Moisen hoi, dan toc nao khac c6 mét vi
than vi dai nhu vay (4,7)?

Chung ta biét rang luat phap caa Thién Chua la
mot mon qua danh cho ching ta. Chung dat ra

nhirng gidi han cho hanh vi cua chung ta va chi 2
cho chung ta cach yéu thuong Thién Chua va %ﬁb@
ngudi 1an can. Nhung ai ma chua tung phai vat ég
[6n dé gitr cac diéu ran? Ai ma chua tirng cam g&%
thay kho chiu truoc nhiing han ché cua ching g’j ®
khi thay kho tuan theo, va tham chi bat dau oan gﬁ
gian Thién Chua, Pang da ban cho chung ta E@
nhitng diéu ran ay? ?ﬁ\'

| o
Néu doi khi ban cling nhu vay, loi cia Moisen |

cd thé cho ban mét cai nhin rong 16n hon, tran
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perspective on the gift of God’s commands. He
shows that, just as parents set boundaries for
their children because they love them and want
the best for them, so the Lord does for you. He
knows the consequences you will suffer if you
disobey, and he wants to protect you. He also
knows that when you “observe them
carefully,” you will grow closer to him
(Deuteronomy 4:6).

God’s commands are a blessing and a
protection for us—they guide us and help us to
stay close to him. As the psalmist prayed,
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light for
my path” (Psalm 119:105). So set your heart
on obeying the Lord’s commands today. He
will give you strength and grace to abide by
them. And when you do fall short, he will
mercifully forgive you. What a great God we
have!

“Father, thank you for the wisdom of your
law.”

trong hon vé mon qua cua cac diéu rian cia
Thién Chta. Ong cho thiy ring, ciing nhu cha
me dat ra gigi han cho con cai vi yéu thuong
va mudn diéu tét nhat cho chdng, thi Chua
cling lam nhu vay cho ban. Ngai biét nhiing
hau qua ban s& phai ganh chiu néu khdng vang
loi, va Ngai mudn bao vé ban. Ngai cling biét
rang khi ban “can than tuan giit chung”, ban s&
cang gan giii voi Ngai hon (Pnl 4,6).

Cac diéu ran cta Thién Chua la mot phuéc
lanh va sy bao vé cho ching ta - chung hudng
dan chdng ta va gitp ching ta ludn gan giii voi
Ngai. Nhu nguoi viét Thanh vinh di cau
nguyén, “Loi Chua 1a dén soi duong cho chan
con, 1a &nh séng dan 16i con” (Tv 119,105). Vi
vay, hdy dat long minh vao viéc vang gitr cac
diéu ran cua Chla ngay hdm nay. Ngai s& ban
cho ban stc manh va &n sung dé tuan git
ching. Va khi ban pham 15i, Ngai s& nhan tur
tha th cho ban. That la mot Thién Chaa vi
dai!

Lay Cha, con cam on Cha vi sy khdon ngoan
trong luat phap cua Cha.

Mt 5, 17-19 Matthew 5:17-19

Ai tuan hanh va day 1am nhw thé, thi sé dwoc goi 1a Ién trong Nwéc Troi (Mt 5,19)

Imagine that you are at an awards ceremony.
But this is not your typical awards show; this
one is in heaven, and it’s led by God, the
ultimate Master of ceremonies. And the awards
are for people who have done what Jesus
speaks of in today’s Gospel: “Whoever obeys
and teaches these commandments will be
called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 5:19). When it comes time to
announce the winners, you are shocked. They
are calling your name!

You don’t think of yourself as one of the
“greatest in the Kingdom” (Matthew 5:19), but

Hay tudng tuong rang ban dang & mot I trao
giai. Nhung day khong phai 1a chuong trinh
trao giai dién hinh caa ban; céi nay ¢ trén thién
dang va duoc dan dat boi Chua, Nguoi chu tri
c4c nghi 18 chinh. Va phan thuong danh cho
nhitng nguoi di 1am duoc diéu Chla Giésu noi
trong Tin Mung hom nay: “Ai vang gitt va day
dd nhitng diéu ran nay s& duoc goi 1a nguoi 16n
nhét trong Nudc Troi” (Mt 5,19). Dén luc cong
bd nguoi chién thang, ban s& bi séc. Ho dang
goi tén ban!

Ban khong nghi minh la mot trong nhiing
“nguoi l6n nhat trong Nudc Troi” (Mt 5,19),
nhung do6 1a cach Chtia nhin ban. M6i ngay ban
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that’s how God sees you. Each day you try to
be as attentive to his voice as you can. As often
as possible, you receive him in the Eucharist.
There have been times when you have made a
hard decision to forgive someone who has hurt
you. You regularly donate to those in need, and
you’ve tried to share God’s love with many
people in your life.

Yes, the winners in the kingdom of heaven may
not be the people you would have most
expected. They are not always the best-
looking, the most athletic, or even those whose
good deeds have gone viral on social media.
That’s because God “looks into the heart” (1
Samuel 16:7) and sees what no one else may
see. He sees you. He knows that you’re not
perfect, but he sees all the steps you’ve taken
to listen to his voice, to obey him, and to allow
his love to change your life.

Today, think about that awards ceremony in
heaven. Then invite the Lord to speak to you
about how you can be the “greatest” in his
eyes. Is he nudging you to be content with
what you have? Is he asking you to take a day
of rest? Or perhaps he’s calling you to maintain
an attitude of kindness toward people you find
difficult to be around. Obey him today, and
imagine his great pleasure as he gives you the
kingdom of heaven award!

“Lord, I know that you see me even when no
one else does. Help me to live for your eternal
reward and not for any other fleeting prizes.”

¢ gang cha y dén giong néi cua Ngai nhat c6
thé. Cang thudng xuyén cang tét, ban dén nhan
Ngai trong Bi tich Thanh Thé. Pa co lac ban
phai dua ra mot quyét dinh kho khan 1a tha thir
cho ngudi dd 1am tén thuong ban. Ban thuong
Xuyén quyén gop cho nhitng nguoi gap kho
khin va ban d3 c¢b ging chia sé tinh yéu cua
Chla véi nhiéu ngudi trong cudc song cua
minh.

Pung vay, nhiing nguoi chién thing trong
vuong qudc thién dang c6 thé khong phai la
nhitng ngudi ma ban mong doi nhat. Ho khdng
phai luc nao ciing 1a nhimg nguoi dep nhat, luc
ludng nhat hay tham chi 1a nhiing nguoi c6
hanh dong tét duoc lan truyén trén mang xa
hoi. D6 14 vi Thién Chua “nhin vao tdm hon”
(1Sm 16,7) va nhin thay diéu ma khong ai khéac
c6 thé nhin thay. Ngai nhin thay ban. Ngai biét
ban khdng hoan hao, nhung Ngai nhin thay tat
ca nhitng budc ban di thuc hién dé lang nghe
tiéng noi cua Ngai, vang 1o Ngai va dé tinh
yéu ciia Ngai thay doi cudc doi ban.

Hoém nay hdy nghi dén 18 trao giai trén thién
dang. Sau do hay moi Chda noi chuyén véi ban
vé cach ban c6 thé tré thanh “nguoi vi dai
nhat” trong mat Ngai. C6 phai Ngai dang thuc
giuc ban hai long véi nhitng gi ban c6? C6 phai
Ngai dang yéu cau ban nghi ngoi mot ngay?
Hoac co 1€ Ngai dang kéu goi ban duy tri thai
do tir té v6i nhitng ngudi ma ban cam thay kho
& ké bén. Hay vang loi Ngai hom nay va tudng
tugng niém vui 1én lao cia Ngai khi ban cho
ban phan thuéng Nudc Troi!

Lay Chda, con biét ring Chda nhin thay con
ngay ca khi khéng co ai khac nhin thay. Xin
gidp con sdng vi phan thuong vinh ciu cua
Ngai chtr khdng phai vi bat ky giai thueng phu
du nao khéc.

; Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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