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Mt 3, 1-12 Matthew 3:1-12

Hiy sam héi, vi nwée Troi da gin dén (Mt 3,2)

Today we meet John the Baptist, herald and
forerunner of the Messiah. A man of prayer
and fasting, John knew from an early age that
God had called him to preach repentance and
“to give his people knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins” (Luke
1:76-77).

In the Gospel, John appears in the desert and
proclaims, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2). For years, he has
attuned his heart to God’s promptings so he
could prepare the people for the Messiah, and
now, by the Spirit, he understands that the hour
has come! John urges the people to “prepare
the way of the Lord,” and get their lives in
order so they could welcome Jesus and be
saved (3:3).

John’s words cry out in our wilderness today
as well: Prepare the way for the Lord! Repent,
and get ready to welcome God’s Son! Just as
the people of John’s time flocked to him to
turn away from sin and be baptized, we can
return to the Lord this Advent. We can seize
the opportunity to repent and make room for
Jesus in our hearts. Then we’ll know the joy of
salvation as Jesus releases us from the burden
of our sins.

How is God calling you to prepare the way for
the Lord today? Don’t let anything prevent you
from receiving his hope and healing! Open
your heart to the tender mercy of God!

Are you burdened by guilt? Are you struggling
to love someone? Or are you so stressed or

Ngay hom nay chung ta gip g& Gioan Tay Gia,
1a st gia va 1a nguoi di trudc Dang Messia. La
mot ngudi cau nguyén va in chay, Gioan di
biét tir thud nho rang Thién Chua da goi ong di
rao giang su sam hdi va “cho dan Nguoi biét
on ctru 6 nhd on tha thir toi 16i” (Le 1,76-77).

Trong Tin mung, Gioan xuét hién trong hoang
dia va rao giang: “Anh em hiy sam hdi, vi
Nudc Troi da dén gan!” (Mt 3,2). Trong nhiéu
nam, 6ng da dé long minh ling nghe nhing
thiic giuc cua Thién Choa dé chuin bi dan
ching don Pang Messia, va gio day, nho Chia
Thanh Thén, 6ng hiéu rang gid da dén! Gioan
thac giuc dan chiing “don duong cho Chta”, va
sap xép cudc song dé ho co thé chao don Chua
Giésu va dugc ctru 16i (3,3).

Lo1i cua Gioan cling vang vong trong hoang dia
cua chung ta ngay nay: Hay don duong cho
Chua! Hiy sam hdi va sin sang don tiép Con
Thién Chua! Gidng nhu dan ching thoi Gioan
da d6 x6 dén voi ong dé tir bo toi 16i va chiu
phép rira, chung ta ciing ¢ thé trd vé voi Chaa
trong Mula Vong nay. Ching ta c6 thé nam bat
co hoi dé sém hoi va danh chd cho Chua Giésu
trong 1ong minh. Roi ching ta s& cam nghiém
dugc niém vui ctru d6 khi Chua Giésu giai
thoat chung ta khoi ganh ning toi 16i.

Hom nay, Thién Chua dang kéu goi ban don
duong cho Chua nhu thé nao? Pimg dé bét cir
diéu gi ngan can ban don nhan hy vong va sy
chita lanh cia Nguoi! Hady md long don nhan
long thuong x6t diu dang cua Thién Chua!

Ban c6 dang mang ning mic cam toi 16i? Ban
c6 dang dau tranh dé yéu thuong ai d6 khong?
Hay ban dang qua cang thdng hodc ban tam
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preoccupied that you can’t even see your need
to repent? Jesus delights to offer you
absolution in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
He is also present with you right now,
@ wherever you are. He dwells in the sanctuary
q‘g& of your heart, where you can lay bare your sins
and receive his mercy. Confess your sins to the
Lord today, and you will discover what John
knew: Jesus is near; the kingdom is at hand.

“Lord Jesus, I repent of any sin that separates
me from you.”

dén ndi khong nhan ra nhu cdu sam héi cua
minh? Chaa Giésu vui mung ban on tha thw
cho ban trong Bi tich Hoa giai. Nguodi cling
hién dién véi ban ngay lic nay, di ban & bat ctr
noi dau. Nguoi ngu trong noi thanh cua trai
tim ban, noi ban c6 thé phoi bay t6i 16i va don
nhan long thuong x6t cia Nguoi. Hay xung thu
t6i 16i vdi Chua hom nay, va ban s& kham pha
ra diéu ma Gioan d3 biét: Chtia Giésu di dén
gan; Nud6c Troi da dén gan.

Lay Chua Giésu, con an nan moi toi 101 khién
con xa cach Chua.
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. Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vi Buc Thanh, SDD.
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