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Is 30,19-21. 23-26

Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26

Mt ngwoi sé thidy Pang day dd ngwoi (Is 30,20)

The Book of Isaiah is a study in contrasts. The
prophet often warns Israel’s leaders of the
judgment that awaits them because they have
turned away from the Lord. But he intersperses
these warnings with messages of a time when
God will restore his people, protect them, and
provide for their every need. We have heard
some of these hope-filled passages at Mass
since the beginning of Advent. As we prepare
for the birth of Christ, they can remind us that
God always keeps his promises.

In today’s first reading, for example, Isaiah
describes God’s plans for the people of Zion:
“No longer will your Teacher hide himself, but
with your own eyes you shall see your
Teacher” (30:20). Not only will the people
receive guidance from God, Isaiah says, but
they will also see him!

Isaiah’s words brought great hope to the people
of Israel as they waited for God to lead them
out of exile. But this promise reached its
ultimate fulfillment when Jesus came to earth.
Finally! Human beings were actually able to
see God in the flesh. They could hear his voice
telling them, “This is the way; walk in it”
(Isaiah 30:21).

As amazing as it was for Jesus to walk the
earth and teach us how to live, something even
greater has happened: the Holy Spirit has
come. Through Baptism he lives in us to “teach
[us] everything” and remind all of us of all
Jesus has said (John 14:26). He is with us to
teach and guide us every day of our lives!

Séach Isaia 13 mot nghién ctru vé su twong phan.
Vi tién tri thuong canh bao cac nha lanh dao
Israel vé su phan xét dang cho doi ho vi ho da
quay lung lai voi Chua. Nhung 6ng xen k&
nhitng 101 canh bdo nay vdi nhitng thong di¢p
vé thoi diém Thién Chua s& phuc hoi dan
Ngudi, bdo v¢ ho va dap tng moi nhu clu cua
ho. Chung ta d3 nghe mot sé doan van tran day
hy vong nay trong Thanh 1& ké tir ddu Mua
Vong. Khi chiing ta chuan bi cho sy ra doi cua
Chua Kitd, ching c6 thé nhic nhé chung ta
rang Thién Chua ludn giit 101 hira ctia Nguoi.

Vi dy, trong bai doc mot hom nay, Isaia mo ta
ké hoach cua Thién Chua danh cho dan Sion:
“Chtia ctia nguoi s& khong con an nup nira,
nhung chinh mét nguoi s& thdy Chua cia
nguoi” (30,20). Isaia noi rang dan khong chi
nhan duge sy hudng dan tir Thién Chua, ma ho
con dugc nhin thiy Ngudi!

Nhiing 101 cua Isaia d@ mang lai hy vong 16n
lao cho dan Israel khi ho chd doi Thién Chua
dan dat ho ra khoi canh luu day. Nhung 10i htra
nay da dat dén su ung nghiém tron ven khi
Chua Giésu dén thé gian. Cudi cing! Con
nguoi di thuc sy dugc nhin thdy Thién Chua
bang xuong bang thit. Ho co thé nghe thiy
tiéng Chtia ndi v6i ho: “Pay 1a duong, hiy
budce di trong d6” (Is 30,21).

Viéc Chua Giésu di trén dat va day chung ta
cach song da 1a diéu ky diéu, nhung mot diéu
con vi dai hon di xay ra: Chua Thanh Than da
dén. Qua Bi tich Rua tdi, Nguoi song trong
ching ta dé “day d6 [chung ta] moi diéu” va
nhic nho tat ca ching ta vé tit ca nhimng gi
Chua Giésu da phan (Ga 14,26). Nguoi ¢ cung
chung ta dé day d6 va dan dat ching ta mdi
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There are many ways to hear and see Jesus, but
during Advent, perhaps you can spend some
time in prayer before a créche. As you look
upon the scene, ask the Spirit to open your
eyes to the presence of the divine Son of God,
who came to save you. Or you might read the
first few chapters of Luke’s Gospel and ponder
the careful preparations God made to reveal his
Son to us. God’s promise is true: with your
own eyes, you will see your Teacher and Lord!

“Jesus, thank you for coming to earth so that I
could ‘see’ you with the eyes of my heart!”

ngay trong cudc song!

C6 nhiéu cach dé nghe va thidy Chua Giésu,
nhung trong Mua Vong, c¢6 18 ban ¢6 thé danh
thoi gian cau nguyén trudc mang cé. Khi nhin
vao quang canh do, hdy cau xin Chia Thanh
Than m& mét ban dé théy su hién dién cua Con
Thién Chua, Déng da dén dé ctru ban. Hodc
ban c6 thé doc vai chuong dau cua Tin muing
Luca va suy gim vé nhirng sy chudn bi chu dao
ma Thién Chtia d thyc hién dé mic khai Con
Nguoi cho chung ta. Loi htra cia Thién Chta
1a chén that: tin mét ban s& théy Thﬁy va Chua
cua ban!

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam on Chua da dén the
gian dé con c6 thé ‘nhin thay’ Chua bang con
madt ctia tdm hon con!

Mt 9,35-10,1. 5-8

,1. 5- Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5-8
Lua chin day dong ma thg gat thi it (Mt 9,37)

In today’s Gospel, we read how Jesus sent his
disciples out to proclaim the gospel. He told
them to announce that “the Kingdom of heaven
is at hand” as a sign that God’s grand plan of
salvation was advancing right in their midst
(Matthew 10:7). Those must have been
exciting times! But did you know that God’s
plan of salvation is still being written today?
It’s true! His plan didn’t end when Jesus died
on the cross or when he rose from the dead or
ascended into heaven. And it didn’t end when
the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. No, his plan
will continue until the very end, when Jesus
returns in glory.

That means that the need for “laborers” is just
as great today as it has ever been. The harvest
is still abundant!

Today the Church honors St. Ambrose (AD
339-397), one of countless saints who

Trong Tin mung hém nay, chung ta doc vé
viéc Chiia Giésu sai cac tong do di rao giang
Tin ming. Ngai bao ho rao giang rang “Nudc
Troi da dén gan” nhu mot dau hiéu cho thay ké
hoach curu d6 vi dai cia Thién Chua dang tién
trién ngay giita ho (Mt 10,7). D6 han 1a thoi
diém thu vi! Nhung ban co biét réng ké hoach
ctru d6 cua Thién Chua van dang dugc viét ra
ngay nay khong? Pung vay! Ké hoach cia
Ngai khong két thic khi Chtia Giésu chét trén
thap gia hay khi Ngai song lai tir ¢di chét hay
1én troi. Va no khong két thuc khi Chiia Thanh
Thén ngy xudng vao L& Ngii Tuan. Khong, ké
hoach cua Ngai s¢€ tiép tuc cho dén tan cung,
khi Chua Giésu tr¢ lai trong vinh quang.

Diéu do6 c6 nghia 1a nhu cau vé “nguoi lam
cong” ngay nay cting 1én nhu trudec day. Mua
gat van con boi thu!

Hom nay, Gido héi ton vinh Théanh Ambrose;
(339-397 sau Cong nguyén), mdt trong vo sO
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committed themselves to be laborers in the
Lord’s vineyard. A successful politician,
Ambrose certainly didn’t expect to be chosen
as bishop of Milan in 374! But he took his
ordination seriously and devoted himself to a
life of prayer and service to God’s people.

That openness enabled Ambrose to respond
when a bright but wayward man named
Augustine found his way to him. He took
Augustine under his wing and patiently offered
the academic guidance Augustine was seeking,
as well as the spiritual guidance Ambrose
knew he needed. Thanks to Ambrose’s
witness, Augustine experienced a dramatic
conversion and went on to become one of the
Church’s greatest saints and theologians.
Through Ambrose—and through Augustine—
God continued to advance his plan for the
Church and the world.

It may not be immediately obvious, but God
wants to advance his plan through you as well.
Is there someone who needs your
encouragement oOr your prayer or your
companionship right now? Reach out, and see
how the Lord blesses your efforts.

“Jesus, show me the work you have for me in
your abundant harvest.”

vi thanh dd cam két tré thanh ngudi lam cong
trong vuon nho cua Chua. La mdt chinh tri gia
thanh dat, Ambrose chic chin khong ngd minh
lai dugc chon lam gidm muc cta Milan vao
nam 374! Nhung ngai da nghiém tac thuc hién
viéc truyén chuc va tan tuy séng cudc doi cau
nguyén va phuc vu dan Chua.

Su co1 mo d6 da giup Ambrose dap lai khi mat
nguoi thong minh nhung budng binh tén la
Augustine tim dén ngai. Ngai di che cho
Augustine va kién nhan huéng dan Augustine
vé mit hoc thuat ciing nhu hudng dan vé mit
tinh thAn ma Ambrose biét rang anh can. Nho
161 chung ciia Ambrose, Augustine da trai qua
mot cude cai dao ngoan muc va trd thanh mot
trong nhiing vi thanh va nha than hoc vi dai
nhat cua Gido hoi. Thong qua Ambrose - va
thong qua Augustine - Chua tiép tuc thuc day
ké hoach ciia Ngai cho Gido hdi va thé gidi.

C6 thé khong ré rang ngay lap tirc, nhung
Chua ciing muén thic dy ké hoach cua Ngai
thong qua ban. C6 ai d6 can sy khich 18, 10i cau
nguyén hodc sy dong hanh cua ban ngay luc
nay khong? Hay vuon ra va xem Chua ban
phudc cho nhitng nd luc ciia ban nhu thé nao.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin cho con thiy cong viéc
Ngai danh cho con trong mua gat boi thu cua
Ngai.

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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