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Tuan Bat Nhat Giang Sinh
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Lc¢ 2, 22-35 . Luke 2:22-35
Chiaa Thanh Than ngy trén ong (Lc 2,25)

Chutia Giésu khong han 1a mot nhan vat chinh
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Jesus isn’t exactly a major actor at his
presentation in the Temple, is he? We don’t see
him teaching or healing or doing anything we
see later in the Gospels. And yet God is at
work here in profound and unexpected ways.
Only this time, it’s the Holy Spirit who is the
divine “mover and shaker.”

First, Luke tells us that it had been revealed to
Simeon “by the Holy Spirit” that he would see
the Christ before he died (2:26). We also learn
that Simeon ‘“came in the Spirit into the
temple” that day (2:27). The Holy Spirit
inspires his prophetic words to Mary and
Joseph, as well as his beautiful and poignant
words of surrender to the Lord (2:28-35).

This isn’t the first time we see the Spirit at
work in the story of Christmas. Something
similar took place at the Annunciation, when
the Spirit overshadowed Mary (Luke 1:35),
and again at the Visitation, when the Spirit
caused John the Baptist to leap in Elizabeth’s
womb, and Elizabeth cried out, “Most blessed
are you among women” (Luke 1:41, 42). No
wonder people have been moved for centuries
upon centuries to contemplate these beautiful

trong 18 dang minh trong Pén Tho, phai
khong? Chung ta khong thdy Ngai giang day,
chira lanh hay lam bét cir diéu gi ching ta thay
sau nay trong cac sach Tin mung. Tuy nhién,
Thién Chua dang hanh dong ¢ day theo nhiing
cach sau sic va bat ngo. Chi c6 diéu lan nay,
chinh Chua Thanh Than méi 1a “Pang lay
dong va 1am rung chuyén” than thanh.

Pau tién, Luca cho chiing ta biét rang Simeon
da dugc “Chua Thanh Than mic khai” rang
ong s& duoc thay Puc Kitd trude khi 6ng qua
doi (2,26). Ching ta ciing biét rang Simeon
“dugc Thanh Than thic ddy vao Pén Tho” vao
ngay hom d6 (2,27). Chua Thanh Than di soi
dan nhiing 1oi tién tri ciia 6ng cho Pirc Maria
va Thanh Giuse, cling nhu nhitng 161 tuyét dep
va xtc dong vé sy dau phuc Chua (2,28-35).

Pay khong phai 1a 1an dau tién ching ta thiy
Chuia Thanh Than hanh dong trong cau chuyén
Giang Sinh. Piéu twong tu ciing di xay ra
trong bién c¢d Truyén Tin, khi Chtia Thanh
Than ngu Xuéng trén Ptrc Maria (Lc 1,35), va
mot 1an nira trong bién c¢d Tham Viéng, khi
Chtia Thanh Than khién Gioan Tay Gia nhay
mimg trong long ba Elisabét, va ba Elisabét da
kéu 1én: "Em that c6 phic hon moi nguoi phu
nit" (Lc 1,41-42). Chang trach qua bao thé ky,
nguoi ta di dugc thic ddy chiém ngudng
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nhitng canh tugng tuyét dep nay khi lan hat
Man Cai!

scenes as they pray the Rosary!
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That dang kinh ngac khi nghi rang chinh Chua
Thinh Than, Pang dd soi sang cho o6ng
Simeon, ba Maria va ba Elisabét, ciing ngu
trong ban! Ngai ¢ d6, dé mic khai Chua Kito
cho ban, gidng nhu Ngai di mic khai Ngai cho
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It’s astonishing to think that the same Holy
Spirit who inspired Simeon, Mary, and
Elizabeth dwells in you! He is there, to reveal
Christ to you just as he revealed him to
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Simeon. He’s there to move you to words of
praise and wonder just as he did for Elizabeth.
And he’s there to “overshadow” you with the
presence and the power of Christ as he did for
Mary (Luke 1:35). In other words, he is there
to bring to life for you all the truths of
salvation. He’s there to make them real for
you!

It’s one thing to recall and cherish the stories
surrounding the birth of the Lord. Of course,
we should do that—they’re a vital part of
salvation history! But it’s another thing to find
our own stories in the midst of this vast and
glorious history. It’s another thing to discover
the ways that this history has transformed your
life—and can continue to do so.

ong Simeon. Ngai & d6 dé khién ban thdt 1én
nhimg 16 ngoi khen va kinh ngac, giéng nhu
Ngai di lam véi ba Elisabét. Va Ngai o d6 dé
"bao phu" ban béng su hién dién va quyén
nang cua Chua Kitd, nhu Ngai da l[am voi Me
Maria (Lc 1,35). Noi cach khac, Ngai ¢ d6 dé
mang dén cho ban tit ca nhirg chan 1y ctru rdi.
Ngai & d6 dé lam cho ching tré nén hién thuc
ddi véi ban!

Ghi nh¢ va tran trong nhitng cau chuyén xoay
quanh sy gidng sinh cia Chua 1a mot chuyén.
Di nhién, chiing ta nén lam diéu d6 - ching la
mot phan thiét yéu cua lich str cru do! Nhung
tim thdy cau chuyén cua riéng minh giita lich
st bao la va vinh quang nay lai 1a mgt chuyén
khéc. Kham pha nhiing cdch ma lich str nay da
bién d6i cudc doi ban - va c6 thé tiép tuc lam
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Dung vay: ban 1a ngudi dong thira ké véi Chiia
Giésu vé moi 16i htra ciia Thién Chia (Rm
8,17). Vay hay cau xin Chtia Thanh Than gitp
ban nam gitt co nghiép thién dang ciia minh!

é;% It’s true: you are a coheir with Jesus of all the

(‘ promises of God (Romans 8:17). So ask the
Spirit to help you take hold of your heavenly
inheritance!

Lay Chaa Thanh Than, xin hdy dén, va do day
long con nhu Ngai da lam cho 6ng Simeon!

“Come, Holy Spirit, and fill my heart just as
you did for Simeon!”
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