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Thir Sau, 26-12-2025. Nam A
_ Friday, December-26-2025. Year A
Lé Kinh Thanh Stephano, Tiwr dao Tién khéi

Cvo, 8,-10; 7, 54-59 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59
Toi thay troi mé ra (Cv 7,56)

In December of the year AD 415, a priest in
Jerusalem named Fr. Lucian had a dream that

Vao thang 12 ndm 415 sau Cong nguyén, mot
linh muc ¢ Giérusalem tén la Cha Lucian da

told him to seek out a cave in the mountains of
Judea. There he would find St. Stephen’s
bones. Lucian obeyed and, sure enough, found
them exactly as his dream had foretold.
Overjoyed at the discovery, the bishop of
Jerusalem arranged for a solemn procession of
these treasured relics to a church just outside
the city walls. That procession took place on
December 26.

mo thdy mot gidc mo bao trude rang ngai phai
tim mot hang dong trén nti Giudéa. O do, ngai
s& tim thay hai ¢t ctia Thanh Stéphand. Lucian
da vang 1oi va qua nhién, ngai di tim thay
chung dung nhu gidc mo di bao trude. Vui
mirng khon xiét trude kham pha nay, giam muc
Giérusalem d3 t6 chuc mot cude rude long
trong nhitng thanh tich quy gia ndy dén mot
nha thd ngay bén ngoai thanh phd. Cudc rude
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dién ra vao ngay 26 thang 12.

)
65(5 That’s the historical hy today is St. | D6 1a Iy do lich sir tai sao hd 1a ngay 13 S%i(t
T at’s the historical reason why today is St. | P6 1a Iy do lich su tai sao hom nay la ngay 1é .,

Thanh Stéphano. Nhung con mét 1y do khac:
cai chét day kich tinh ctia Thanh Stéphand cho
thdy tdm quan trong ciia nhimng gi Chua Giésu
da bat dau khi Nguoi xudng thé gian khi con 1a
mot dua tré.

éf’%@ Stephe.n’s feast’ day. But there’s another
) (‘ reason: Stephen’s dramatic death reveals the

magnitude of what Jesus began when he came
o Q(‘ to earth as a child.
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Khi Chua Giésu giang sinh, nhitng nguoi chin

%i‘ At

g Jesus’  birth, shepherds outside of | chién bén ngoai Bélem da thiy mot thi kién yé & =
T (‘ Bethlehem had a vision of an opened heaven | m¢t bau troi mé ra va mot doan thién than %“
= and a host of angels glorifying God. At his | dang ton vinh Thién Chta. Khi qua doi, Thanh |

Stéphand ciing tuyén bd: "Téi thdy bau troi mé
ra", va ngai khong chi thay cac thién than ma
con thay chinh Chua Giésu, dang dirng bén

death, Stephen also proclaimed, “I see the
heavens opened,” and he not only saw angels,

as
o

= but Jesus himself, standing at the Father’s right %
g (‘ hand (Acts 7:56). Stephen’s proclamation | hiru Chua Cha (Cv 7,56). Loi rao giang cua e (‘
b revealed that Jesus came to open heaven for | St€phand cho thay Chua Giésu da dén dé mo b s
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ctra thién dang cho tat cd moi nguoi - ké ca
chung ta.

everyone—including us. X
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Niém vui va 1ong can dam ciia Stéphand khi
d6i mat vai cai chét cling cho thay Chua Giésu
da dén dé cham dut chinh sy chét cho tat ca
nhitng ai tin. Nguodi cho thiy niém tin cia
chung ta vao Chua va duc tin vao 101 htra cua
Chua Giésu co thé giai thoat chung ta khoi ndi
so hii cai chét. Giéng nhu Stéphand, chung ta

Stephen’s joy and courage in the face of death
also reveal that Jesus came to bring an end to
death itself for everyone who believes. He
shows how our trust in the Lord and our faith
in Jesus’ promises can free us from the fear of
death. Just as Stephen did, we, too, can cry out
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in faith, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts
7:59). We can make that prayer every morning
as we entrust our day to the Lord, and we can
make it in a special way as we approach the
end of our lives. We know, just as Stephen did,
that we belong to the Lord—now and for
eternity.

So today, follow the example of our first
martyr, who “looked up intently to heaven”
and saw the risen Lord (Acts 7:55). Don’t fix
your eyes only on the child in the manger; gaze
also at “the glory of God and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God” (7:55). Let that vision
fill your heart with joy and confidence.

“St. Stephen, pray that my heart might be
transformed by a vision of the risen Lord!”

cling c6 thé kéu 1én trong duc tin: “Lay Chaa
Giésu, xin tiép nhén linh hdn con” (Cv 7,59).
Chiing ta c6 thé cau nguyén nhu vy mdi sang
khi phé thac ngay séng cho Chiia, va chung ta
¢ thé cau nguyén theo cach dic biét khi gan
dén cudi doi. Chung ta biét, giébng nhu
Stéphand, rang chung ta thudc vé Chua - bay
gi0 va mai mai.

Vi vdy, hém nay, hiy noi guong vi tr dao dau
tién cia chung ta, nguoi di “ngudc mit 1én
trdi” va thdy Chua phuc sinh (Cv 7,55). Ping
chi cham chu nhin vao hai nhi trong mang co;
hay nhin vao “vinh quang ctua Thién Chua va
Duc Giésu dang ngu bén hitu Thién Chua”
(7,55). Hay dé hinh anh ay lap day trai tim ban
v6i niém vui va sy tu tin.

Lay Thanh Stéphand, xin cdu nguyén cho trai
tim con dugc bién doi nho hinh anh Chaa Phuc
Sinh!

Mt 10, 17-22 Matthew 10:17-22
Thanh Stephen, Thanh tir dao dau tién

D6 khong phai 1a anh em néi, nhung 1a chinh Thanh Thén ciia Chia Cha (Mt 10,20)

St. Stephen may not have known at first how to
answer his detractors. But in today’s Gospel,
Jesus encourages his followers not to worry
about what to say when they’re being
persecuted because the Holy Spirit will speak
through them (Matthew 10:20). So Stephen
relied on the Spirit, who gave him not only the
courage to preach but also the grace to forgive
the people who killed him (Acts 6:10; 7:60).

We know what it’s like to feel tongue-tied in a
tough situation. But God wants us to turn to his
Spirit for help, just as Stephen did. We might
think that because Stephen was a great saint, he
had special access to the Spirit. But that’s not

Thénh Stephen ban dau c¢6 thé khong biét cach
tra 101 nhitng nguoi giém pha minh. Nhung
trong Tin Mimg hom nay, Chua Giésu khuyén
khich nhitng nguoi theo Ngai dumg lo ling vé
viéc phai n6i gi khi ho dang bi bat b vi Chiia
Thanh Than s& néi qua ho (Mt 10,20). Vi vay,
Stephen di trong cdy vao Thanh Linh, Dang da
ban cho ong khong chi can dam dé rao giang
ma con ban cho 6ng an sing dé tha thir cho
nhimg ngudi di giét ong (Cv 6,10; 7,60).

Chiing ta biét cam giac bi that ludi trong mot
tinh huéng khé khin 1a nhu thé nio. Nhung
Thién Chta mudn ching ta huéng dén Thanh
Linh cia Ngai dé duoc gitp dd, giéng nhu
Stephen dd lam. Ching ta c6 thé nghi rang vi
Stephen 1la mdt vi thanh vi dai nén 6ng cé
quyén tiép can dic biét voi Thanh Linh. Nhung
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%{S the case. Through our baptism, we all have the | d6 khong phai 13 truong hop. Qua phép rira, tat %
% same access to the Holy Spirit. He lives in us, | ca chung ta déu dugc tiép’cén v6i Chaa Thanh %
(‘ just as he lived in Stephen. The difference is | Than nhu nhau. Ngai song trong ching ta, %‘
% that Stephen welcomed the Holy Spirit into his | cling nhu Ngai song trong Stephen. Dicu khac C?%K
&‘ circumstances. biét 1a Stephen di don Chiia Thanh Than vao ﬂ‘
=
@7

? trong hoan canh cua minh. 7
Q%R« %(‘
) Viay lam cach nao dé chiung ta md long don %
= o nhan Thanh Linh? Nhu Thanh Phaold da néi %
L « So how do we open ourselves to t‘he: Spirit? As | | s Timéthé, ching ta ¢6 thé “khoi diy ngon %‘
b St. Paul told Timothy, we can “stir into flame”

= e o 2 i 1R, T lra” sy hién dién cua Ngai trong chung ta %é%
% s presence within us (2 Timothy 1:6). That | (>71 1 6) Pidu d6 khong nhat thiét c6 nghia ﬂ‘
? doesn’t necessarily mean praying long,“drawn- 14 cAu nguyén nhirng 161 nguyén dai 18 thé. N6 $
& out pray‘er‘s.”It can be as simple as gome, c6 thé don gian nhu “Lay Chaa Thanh Thén, %
ey « Holy Spirit!” or “Holy Spirit, help me!” The | .., hdy dén!” hodc “Lay Chua Thanh Thin, %‘

ER Holy Spirit is so close to us that even when we | . hdy gitip con!” Chiia Thanh Thin & gin %
g (‘ .don’t knoyv what to ask for, he “intercedes with ching ta dén ndi ngay ca khi ching ta khong (‘
?; inexpressible groanlr}gs” on our behalf | ;4 phai cau xin diéu gi, thi Ngai ciing “thay ?a
%fﬁ (‘ (Romans 8:26). We just have to try to be mit ching ta cau xin nhiing 15i rén ri khong ?f%&‘
%&S aware, open, and expectant. thé dién ta dugc” (Rm 8,26). Ching ta chi can | 9
65(‘ ¢b gang nhén thirc, cdi mé va mong doi. %0
e O

Nhimng 10i cau nguyén chan thanh nhu vay la g’%q

hoan hao ngay trudc khi c6 mot cudoc hop kho g&‘

khan tai noi lam vi¢c. Hoac trude nhiing cude | &
&5
=

% Such heartfelt prayers are perfect just before,
(‘ . .
say, a tough meeting at work. Or prior to

= delicate conversations with family members

L (‘ you will see around the holidays. Or when | tr0 chuyen t€ nhi v6i cdc thanh vién trong gia
b you’re trying to figure out how to share your | dinh, ban s& thay noi nhiing ngay nghi. Hodc
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& . 4 . . . I &7
%« faith. You don’t even have to wait for a tense k_hl kf"-m d‘ang OO gruz Wi [ (Each (;hla s¢ duf: %@‘
%s& situation—you can count on the Spirit to help | tin cia minh. Ban tham chi khong can phai cho | &,
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X you whenever you are at a loss for words! doi mot tinh hudng cang thang - ban c6 thé %
) (‘ trong cdy vao Thanh Linh dé gitip ban bat cir | 0 (‘
) ©)

khi nao ban khong néi dugc 161 nao!
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God is with us. He lives in us. Let’s trust that | Thién Chua ¢ cung ching ta. Ngai séng trong \é:si
when we call on him, he will speak through us. | chiing ta. Hay tin tudng rang khi chiing ta kéu %
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xin Ngai, Ngai s€ no1 qua chung ta. S
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“Come, Holy Spirit, and speak through me

@?
2 ; g
today.” Lay Chaa Thanh Than, xin hdy dén va néi qua %% %

con hom nay. Z
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) Nguon: the word among us %&

Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Ptiic Thanh, SDD. é%%
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