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Lc 21, 5-11
Pung so (Lc 21,9)

Luke 21:5-11

Jesus had warned his disciples that not a stone
would be left standing upon another. He
predicted wars, insurrections, and natural
disasters. And all of this would be only the
“birth pangs” before his return on the day of
judgment!

Who could blame the disciples for being
afraid? But Jesus wanted to prepare them
ahead of time. He knew they would feel
anxious and confused. That’s why he told
them, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away” (Luke 21:33).
Even when things seemed out of control, they
could still have confidence that God remained
with them.

Only forty years later, believers witnessed
some of these predictions coming to pass. The
Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70,
and many disciples experienced persecution for
their faith in Christ. During all these trials, they
probably wondered why Jesus hadn’t come
back to end their suffering. So they had to rely
on Jesus’ words and refuse to “be terrified”
(Luke 21:9). They had to trust that God was
still present and still at work, even in times of
unrest and suffering. And he clearly was at
work! It was because of the destruction of the
Temple and the scattering of God’s people that
the gospel spread! As they traveled
“throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth,” the disciples continued to
preach the gospel (Acts 1:8).

Like those early Christians, you may be
struggling to trust God in troubling times or to
understand a tragedy. It could be a personal
loss or something upsetting on the news. But in

Chtia Giésu dd canh bio cac mon dé ring s&
khong con hon da nao chong 1én hon da nao.
Nguoi da tién tri vé chién tranh, bao loan va
thién tai. Va tat ca nhimg diéu nay chi 13 “con
dau chuyén da” truéc khi Nguoi tré lai vao
ngay phan xét!

Ai c6 thé trach cac moén dé vi sg hai? Nhung
Chua Giésu muén chuan bi cho ho trudc.
Ngudi biét ho s& cam thay lo ling va bbi rdi.
D6 1a 1y do tai sao Nguoi noi véi ho: “Troi dat
s€ qua di, nhung 161 Ta s€ khong bao gid qua
di” (Lc 21,33). Ngay ca khi moi thtr duong nhu
vuot khéi tam kiém soat, ho van c6 thé tin chéc
rang Chuia van & cung ho.

Chi bon muoi nam sau, cac tin hiru da ching
kién mot sd 1oi tién tri nay Gmg nghiém. Dén
tho Gi€rusalem bi phé huy vao nam 70 SCN,
va nhiéu mén dé da trai qua su bt b vi duc
tin cta ho noi Chua Giésu. Trong sudt nhiing
thir thach nay, c6 1€ ho da tu hoi tai sao Chua
Giésu khong trg lai dé cham dut dau kho cua
ho. Vi vdy, ho phai tin cay vao 161 Chua Giésu
va tir chdi “so hai” (Lc 21,9). Ho phai tin rang
Chua van hién dién va van hanh dong, ngay ca
trong nhitng luc bat 6n va dau khé. Va rd rang
Nguoi dang hanh dong! Chinh nho sy huy diét
Dén tho va sy phén tan ciia dan Chua ma Tin
mimg duoc lan truyén! Khi ho di “khdp xu
Giudéa, Samaria, cho dén tan cung trai dat”,
cac moén dé van tiép tuc rao giang Tin mimng
(Cv 1,8).

Gidng nhu nhimng tin hiru dau tién, ban c6 thé
dang diu tranh dé tin cdy Chua trong nhimg
lic kho khan hogc dé hiéu mot bi kich. D6 c¢6
thé 1a mot mat mat c4 nhan hoic mot diéu gi do
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(‘ every situation, in the face of every worry, | dang budn trén ban tin. Nhung trong moi hoan %&‘
?%{ Jesus wants to remind you: Don’t be afraid. I cér}h, trudc moi lo léng, Chtaa Giésu muon %
(‘ will never leave you or abandon you. You may | nhac nhd ban: Pung s¢. Ta s€ khong bao gio %‘
% experience pain and hardship, you may hear | lia bo hay bo roi con. Con c6 thé trai qua dau C?%%
&‘ frightening news, but you don’t have to let it | don va kho khin, con c6 thé nghe nhitng tin %Z&‘
&

? overwhelm you. I am with you, and I am still | titrc dang so, nhung con ding dé chung 4p dao 7
% working! con. Ta & cung con, va Ta van dang hanh %%(‘
) dong! %
I : , Ep
® « So cry out to Jesus for whatever comfort and | Vi véy, hdy kéu cau Chia Giésu xin bat cur su %‘
= strength you may need today. Fix your eyes on | an ui va sitc manh nao ban can hém nay. Hay %é%
% God’s faithfulness. Believe that he still has you | huéng mat vé long thanh tin cia Chua. Hay tin ﬂ‘
? in the palm of his hand. Trust that he is already | rang Ngudi van nam gitr ban trong long ban %
%&‘ at work to bring good out of evil. Put your | tay Nguoi. Hay tin rang Nguoi da hanh dong %«
© hope in the Lord, and “Do not be terrified” | dé bién di€u 4c thanh dicu thi¢én. Hay dat hy %
g
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(Luke 21:9). vong noi Chua va “DPung s¢” (Lc¢ 21,9). %(‘
O

éé%g “Jesus, all my hope is in you!” Lay Chua Giésu, tat ca hy vong cta con déu &

noi Chua 6‘:‘%
! (‘ Chua! g&‘
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?si‘ . Nguon: the word among us %&‘

! Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Dirc Thanh, SDD. %(‘
)
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